D. SyuoxDs, No. 20, Püree! 


on Fo” 


„* OI 


* 
* 
9 
7 . 0 


© 


: 8 r 83 
4 mn + ar ww 


EWAY,” VORK-STREET, Sr. 


— 
1 p 
* 
© A 
. * ; 


— 


- 


* 


« A 
» 
* 
: 
py . 


_ 


„ EDITIO 


C 


— 


. 
4500 „ ar oo 
i y 


. kt 


wha 


Pall. 


. 


oners 


* 


in Station 


* 


1 


XY PERS 


4 
5 
— 


ik 


5 
TA 
' 


— 


2 


* 
* 
1 
1 
* 
% 
oy 
. 
—_ 


A as 
» 
5 
＋ 4 
i+* 
— 
x 
. 
P 
- 
* 
+ 
PTR 


© Tolbooth, Epinnuxcn, September 16. 1793. 


SIXTH MONTH OF MY IMPRISONMENT, , | 


3 To THE PUBLIC: 1 
; Tas Publiſher makes no apology for dhe aan of 8 
the account of this trial. His object was not to Y 
tify the tranſient curioſity of the preſent day, but tc to, 


preſent to his countrymen. the faithful record of a 
tranſaction which implicates ſome of their moſt ma- 
terial intereſts. Truth and accuracy were what he 
chiefly ſtudied. He wiſhes that ſeveral of his co- 
temporaries, who have likewiſe exhibited an account 


of this trial, had been actuated by the ſame principles. 


He is greatly indebted to feen en who | 
liberally furniſhed him with notes of the evidence. 
In particular, he begs leave to expreſs his warmeſt 
acknowledgements to Mr. Moffat, the friend of Mr. 
5 Muir, who attended him in the court. From the | 


peculiar ſituation of the e it would be i im- 5 
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W in him to ſpeak of Mr. Muir himſelf: It is 


is requeſt he took the 


IS 


ſafficient to ſay, that at 


trouble to look over the notes which were taken of 
the ſpeech delivered to the Jury, and he has the au- 


Py 
- 


thority of that gentleman, for declaring, that he be- 


lie ves that the account given of that ſpeech, is as 
accurate as could poſſibly be preſented, of what was, 


Endentiy delivered without ious prepara- 


hs a0 2 ele 1 re eee Hd the circumſtances. 
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: "Fn E Members of the Court of Juſticiary aſſembled pre- 


ciſely at ten o' clock in the forenoon. Mr. Muir, who had 


obtained his liberation upon bail, ſoon afterwards re e 


and placed himſelf at the bar. 
His Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's ite was 
then in the uſual form, called againſt the Pannel. Mr. 


Muir was defired by the Lord Juſtice Clerk to liſten to the 


Indictment againſt him, which was to be read immediately 
by. the Clerk of the Court. Of that Indictment the follow- | 
_ is a true copy. | =” 


% 


« GEORGE Ge. WHEREAS it is humbly meant EI 


 tomplained to us by our right truſty RozexT DoxDas, Eſq. 


of Arniſton, our Advocate for our intereſt, upon THOMAS 


MUIR, younger, of Hunterſhill, THAT, by the laws of 
this and every other well governed realm, the a 


A 


: 


#4 


5 . 4 87 


and felonioully - a” by means of brd 


SPEECHES and HARANGUES, a ſpirit of diſloyalty : and 
' diſaffeRtion to the King and the Eſtabliſhed Government; 

MOR ESPECIALLY, when ſuch ſpeeches and harangues 
are addreſſed to Meetings or Convocations of Perſons, brought 
together by no lawful authority, and uttered by one who is 
the chief Inſtrument of calling together ſuch Meetings ; AS 

ALSO, the wickedly and feloniouſſy ADVISING aud 
EXHORTING perſons to purchaſe and peruſe ſeditious 
and wicked publications and writings, calculated to pro- 
duce a ſpirit of diſloyalty and diſaffection to the King and: 
Government; AS ALSO, the wickedly and feloniouſly | 
' DISTRIBUTING or CIRCULATING any ſeditious wri- 
ting or publication of the tendency aforefaid, or the CAU- 
SING diſtribute or eirculate any ſuch ſeditious writing or 
publication: AS ALSO, the wiekedly and feloniouſſy PRO- 
 DUCING and READING ALOUD, in a public meet- 


ing or convocation of perſons, a-ſeditious and inflammatory 


writing, tending to produce in the minds of the people a : 
ſpirit of inſurrection and of oppoſition to the Eſtabliſhed 
Government: : AND, the PUBLICLY APPROVING of, 
and RECOMMENDING, in ſaid meeting, ſuch ſeditions- 
- inflammatory Writing, are all | and. each, or one or other 
of thein, crimes of an heinous nature, dangerous to the E 

_ piblic peace; and ſeverely puniſhable : YET TRUE IT 
18, AND OF VERITY, thar the ſaid. Thomas Muir is | 

pity 2Qor, art and part, of all and ea ch, or one or other, 
pf the ſaid crimes, aggravated. 23; aforeſaid: IN 80 FAR 
As on the 3d day of November 17925 or on one or other, 
of the days of that month, or of October immediately prece- 
ding, or of December immediately following, the ſaid” 


Thomas Muir having been preſent at a meeting in the town 


of Kirkintilloeh,,. pariſh. of Kirkintilloch, -and--county, of 
Dusbarton, flenominated, *A Society for Reform,” or 
bearing ſome uch name; and alſo, having foryerime du- j 
king the courſe of, the faid month of- N ovember aforeſaid, | 
"om PETR at . , at.” Mite 0 Ds, ER 5 : 


AY (oC ogg WAY. AYE 


DO Ws 


K 


| eite and ey of Stirling, which meeting was as 
denominated, A Society for Reform,” or bore ſome ſach 
name, (and both of which ſocieties above-mentioned the 
| ſaid Thomas Muir was the chief mean of inſtituting : and | 
| forming); he did, at times and places foreſaid, with 
wicked and ſeditious intention, addreſs and harangue the 
ſaid meetings; in which ſpeeches and harangues, the aid 
Thomas Muir did ſeditiouſſy endeavour to repreſent the Go⸗ 
vernment of this country as oppreſſive and tyrannical, and 5 
the Legiflative Body of the ſtate as venal and corrupt, par- 5 
ticularly by inſtituting a compariſon between the Pretend- 
ed exiſting Government of France and the Conſtitution 'of 
Great Britain, with reſpe& to the expences neceflary for | 
carrying on the functions of Government; he endeayoured 
to vilify the Monarchical part of the conſtitution, and to repre- 
ſent it as uſelels, cumberſome, and expenſive : AT LEAST; | 
the ſaid Thomas Muir did ufe words and arguments of the | 
above ſeditious tendency and import. FURTHER,” the | 
faid Thomas Muir did, ſometime during the courſe of Sep. 
tember, October, or November 1792, in the town of Glas- 
gow in the county of Lanark, Kirkintilloch in the pariſh of 


Kirkintilloch, and county of Dunbarton, and Miltoun in the _—_ 
pariſh of Campſie and county of Stirling aforeſaid, and ale-- 3 
where, wickedly and feloniouſſy exhort and adviſe ſeveral 3 : 
perſons to purchaſe and peruſe various ſeditious pamphlets „ 


aud writings; PARTICULARLY, the faid Thomas Mule” 
did, ſometime i in the months aforeſaid, within his father? % 
houſe at Glaſgow aforeſaid, or ſome other place to the, 
Public Profecutor unknown, wickedly and felonioully ; adviſe 
and exhort John Muir ſenior, late hatter in Glaſgow,” Tlis- 
mas Wilſon barber in Glaſgow, and John Barclay reliding 
in the pariſh of Calder and county of Lanark, to read Paine's 
Rights of Man, and to purchaſe the ſame ; which bock or r 
Pamphlet entituled, Paine's Rights of Man, is a moſt Wien : 

kKed and ſeditious' publication, calculated to vilify the Con - 5 
| ſtitution of this country, to produce a ſpirit/ of inſurrettion | 5 
N the EA and to ftir them up to acts of LEY d 
A 105 155 
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: 3 to che Eſtabliſhed 8 FURTHER, the | 
faid Thomas Muir did, in the courſe of the months of Sep- 
tember, October, or November aforeſaid, wickedly and felos 4 
niouſly diſtribute and circulate, or cauſe to be diſtributed 
and circulated, in the towns of Glaſgow, Kirkintilloch, and 
Miltoun aforeſaid, and at Lennoxtoun in the ſaid pariſh of 
' Campfie and county of Stirling, or elſewhere; a number of ſe- 
ditious and inflammatory writings or pamphlets; particularly 
à book or pamphlet entituled, The Works of Thomas Paine, 
5 Eſq;' Alſo, a writing or publication, entituled, De- 
« .claration of Rights, and an Addreſs to the People, bro. : 
* ved of by a number of the Friends of Reform in Paiſley ;* 
Allo, a paper or publication entituled, * A Dialogue be- 
' $ twixt the Governors and the Governed ; ' Alfo, a paper 


= | or publication, entituled The Patriot: Particularly, the 
ba faid Thomas Muir did, ſome time in the month of October 
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2 N N aforeſaid, at Kirkintilloch aforeſaid, or at 
| to the Public Proſecuter unknown, wie- 


| B 2 1 7 and felomiouſly deliver and put into the hands of Hen- 
| 1 Freeland Weaver in Kirkintilloch a ſeditious book or 
1 pamphlet, entituled, The Works of Thomas Paine, Eſq;“ 
i = Which the ſaid Henry Freeland carried away with him; 


hook or pamphlet, along with the other wicked, ſe- 


= TT * ious, and inflammatory paſſages, contains the following : 


p -, Paine's Works, p. 13. © Monarchy is ranked in Serip- = 
6. ture as one of the fins of the Jews, for which a curſe in re- 
6 *ſerve i is denounceg againſt chen, po 

P. 20. In ſhort, Monarchy and ſucceſſion 8 laid not 
x: 1 25 this or that kingdom only, but the world, in blood and aſh- 
des; it is a form of Government which the Word of God 


bi : | * bears my againkt, and blood will attend it. 


„ „ Why 1s the Conſtitution of England ſickly; but ; 
3 6 3 Monarchy hath poiſongd the e the 


|  * Qtown hath;cngrofſed the Commons. 


In Engl. md a King hath little more to do thn to make | 


| 3 1 I war, and to: give away places; which in plain terms is to 
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fi ans that ever live. 7 
P. 58. What are the preſent 3 in Dn but 
a ſcene of iniquity and oppreſſion ! What is that of Eng- 
land? Do not its own inhabitants ſay it is a market 
where every man has his price, and where corruption is 


common traffick, at the expence of a deluded. people ? NG. 


vonder then that the French Revolution is traduced. 
P. 85. But the /econd head, that of a nation eſtabliſhing 


. particular family with hereditary powers, does not preſent 
| © itſelf as deſpotiſm, on the firſt reflection; but, if men wilt - 
_ * permit a ſecond reflection to take place, and carry that 
reflection forward but one remove out of their:own per! 
© ſons to that of their offspring, they will then ſee that he- 
reditary ſucceſſion becomes in its conſequences tile ſame 
* deſpotiſm'to others which they reprobate it for themſelves. 
P. 86. It operates to preclude the conſent of the ſucceed- 

6 ing generation, and the precluſion of conſent is deſpotiſm. i F 
Part II. p. 30. All hereditary government is nite 
nature tyranny. An heritable crown, or an heritable 7 
throne; or by whatever fanciful name ſuch things, ma 5 
be called, have no other ſignificant explanation, than; chat 
* mankind are heritable. property. To inherit a govern - - 
ment is to inherit we Fe as if they were ee and 85 ? 
- SRerdas.- te ll : 
. The at called this Bill of Rights ontn bois 5 
into e What is it but a bargain which the parts of c 


the government made with each other to divide powers, 
profits, and privileges? You ſhall have ſo much, and I 


* ſhall have the reſt; and with reſpect to the nation, it ſaid, EE 
© for your ſhare You ſhall baue the right of petitioning. This 


being the caſe, the Bill of Rights is Py a Bill 


1 of Wrongs, and of inſult. A . 8. (22 | 90 N I... 


T. 54 8 attention of the 


| eee 
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bea the + bargain! Of more „ is one bone man to / 
« ſociety, and in the fight of . than all the een ruf 
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(for I rather chooſe to call it by this name, than the En- 
1 Tour Government) appears, fince its political connection 
with Germany, to have been ſo completely en groſſed and 
C abſorbed by foreign” affairs, and the means of raiſing 


* taxes, that it ſeems to exiſt for no other purpoſes, / Do- 
mieſtic concerns are neglected; and with en to regu- 
© lar law, there is ſcarcely ſuch a thing. . 


P. 126. The time is not very diſtant when England 


* CN laugh at itſelf for fending to Holland, Hanover, Zel, 
+ or Brunſwick, for men, at the expence of à million a- year, 
* who underftood neither her laws, her language, nor het 
4 intereſt, and whole capacities wonld ſcarcely have fitted 


them for the office of a pariſh conſtable, If government 
could be truſted to ſuch hands, it muſt be ſome eaſy and 


© Ming indeed, and materials fit for all the pur- 


©: 1 1 100 be wee in Lavery town and "rings 1 in e ? 
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AND: ths faid 8 Muir did, ebe. ne ds October be - 
November aforefaid, within his own or his father's houſe 
at Hunterſhill, in the county of Lanark, or at ſome other 
place to the Public Proſecutor unknown, wickedly and fe- 


loniouſly put into the hands of William Muir, weaver in 


Firkintilloch, eleven numbers of a ſeditious book or pam- 
phlet, entieuled, The Patriot, which the ſaid William 
Muir carried away with him, and kept poſſeſſion of; and 
which, book or pamphlet contained OE others the fol; 
N * Iowing ſeditious paſſages: : ; 


Patriot, No. V. p. 168, and x69. - They hays; loft 


«the; diftingaiſhing | character between freemen and ſlaves ; 85 


they have loſt the diſtinguiſhing character of Engliſh- 


men! They have loſt what the moſt tyrannieal Kings 
of England would never foree from them They 
have, in à great meaſure, loft what their forefathers 
_ * ſpent their blood and treaſure to defend---the' greateſt 


jewel that any people can poſſeſs---their eonſtitutional and 


i 7 natural liberty -their e and inheritatice derived 


from God and nature have loſt * W 


«„ „ 


ps ww 
x, * 


Li „„ „ 
means of redreſs for al their grievances ! What is it FE 
6 deed they have not loſt by that hated ſeptennial law, which 


4 has fettered down the elective power of the people, like 


a dog to a manger, who is only ſuffered to 50 abroad once 


in [even years for an airing!' 


No. VI. p. 184, & 185. Rouſe = ye W „ 
© wake from the ſlumbering ſtate of apathy in which you have 


2 ſa long: ſuffered yourſelyes ingloriouſly to remain! Open 


your eyes to the injuries which have been heaped on dur; 


and aſſert your right to have them redreſſed. Evince to all 
tte world that you are the true deſcendants and ſons of your 


once famed glorious anceſtors; prove yourſelves worthy to 


inherit, in its higheſt degree of perfection, that conſtitution 
which they raiſed by their valour and cemented with their 


blood: :---Raiſe your voice---the voice of the people and 
* ſound in the ears of Tyrants, and their abettors, that 
« you: auil] be free, and you are ſo: That voice is the noble, 


the mighty fiat, which none can, or dare We to 


gainſay. | 2 5 
No. AI. p. 31s * And what —_ be (Earl of Cha- 


a tham) have thought, if he had lived to hear people now _ 


© talk of a happy and glorious conſtitution, evideathy 


built upon corruption and ſupported by peculation ? And 3 
* what, would he have conjectured, had he ſeen a procla-. 


mation iſſued to intimidate and prevent the people from 


4 exerciſing their right of conferring upon, and. ne 
6 their grievances : "EE 51 


No. AII. p. 414. But we ſhould ak, here, her is the 


* difference. between a King of England taxing his ſubje&ts 50 : 


* withoutcon ſent of Parliament, and taxing them with the 


=X * conſent of Parliament, which Parliament the King, or his 
a Miniſter, can influence as he pleaſes to approve of war o- 
peace, and to vote ſnch ſupplies as may be required; no 


matter how grievous or burdenſome, nor for what baſe or 
corrupt purpoſes they are granted: One would think that 
the latter method is equally oppre/ive,' and deſerving of 
* reprobation.;, for being done with a ſeeming legality, and 
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+ Gs A form and aan 6 Pp conflitutional procedute; 
the people are made parties to their own, oppreſſion, and 
the greateſt inſults are added to the heavieſt injuries.” 
P. 419. Here we ſee clearly the origin of the immenſes 


Es overgrown. landed property of our race of nobles and rich 


© commoners ; à right founded in murder, deſolaticn, ra- 
pine, and proſeription of the firſt owners tind holders of 
© the landed property in this kingdom, among our Saxon, 


© anceſtors ; and by this we may eaſily trace the means by 
which our nobility are at this moment not only in poſſeſ- 
* ſeſſion of one branch of the legiſlature by hereditary claim, 
but by which they have alſo monopoliſed, with the addi- 
tion of a few rich commeners, the majority of voice in the 


© Houſe of Commons, which, ſhame to tell, is bare- facedly 


called the Repreſentation of the People. This we pledge 
_ © ourſelves to prove to the ſatisfaction of our readers in the 


eourſe of this work, and indeed of n few more numbers.“ 
And the ſaid paper or publication, entituled, © A Decla- 


ration of Rights, and Addreſs to the People, approved of 


* by a number of the Friends of Reform in Paiſley,” diftri- 


5 FS buted and circulated as aforeſaid, contained Hs OT 
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Paiſley ee * Being fabjed to the legit: 


. « lation of perſons whom other men have placed over you, it is _ 
nt evident you are denied that which is the right of every one, | | 
V and without which none are free. For to be enflaved, is to 


© have no will of your own in the choice of thoſe law-makers, 


which have power over your properties; your families, your 

lives, and liberties. Thoſe who have no votes for electing 
— © reprefentatives are not free, as the rights of nature, and 
tte principles of our conſtitution, require, but are en- 
3 e to the repreſentatives of thoſe who have votes.” 


P. 5. 3. Should you not aſſociate in your own cauſe, and 


7 xith one voice? the voice of united IG: r re- 
. form 1 in the national repreſentation. 


F. 8. 10. But ſuch a Parliament cannot 15 Bed unleſs we 
765 — revert to o the firſt | principles of our confliturion, which 


* 


OE owl 1 
den have ſo ſhameſully abandoned. A government where 


5 « the executive and legiſlative power meet in a ſingle per- 
id ©ſon has no more pretence to freedom; it is perfect def 
HY potiſm; and the people who ſubmit to it are in a ſtate of 
ſs © favery.. If the will of the Prince ift be lau, in what. 
ch manner it is announced, whether the mandate iſſue direct. 
a- * ly from the throne itſelf, or through the medium of the 
of Houſe of Commons, is a matter of indifference. If that 
ns aſſembly is no longer the repreſentative of the people; ther 
57 * conſtitution is changed. If thaſe men who are ſaid to re- 
1 preſent us are only the regifters of the Royal. eich, the 
Ng government is degenerated into an ab/olute” Monarchy. 
li- Since electing a Parliament is our only ſecurity againſt, | 
be an arbitrary. power in the Grown, election itſelf, muſt be 
ly not only the common right, but. the ORAL. of o al. 
ge  * the people, 
he i But the TR 4 25 eee pk Wo Z 
8.5 < written in tears and in vo And have they left us aught-. 
a * of liberty but the name? With the poor exception, then, of 
of © one year of freedom in oven, and that in favour of not: 
i « one-ſeventh, part of the nation, it is demonſtrated that you: 
5 * are conflantly taxed without being repreſented, and compelled, 
. * to obey laws to which you never gave afſent, Are not theſe. _ 
i _ © the very definitions of ſlavery? And, are you not thus 
is « degraded to a level with the very cat#le in the field, and 
e, * the ſheep in the fold; which are a property to thoſe who, 
to rule over them, and have no power to ſay, why are we 
8% $ n and ſold? ?.why are we yoked and laden with hea- | 
ur vy burdens? why are we fleeced and led to the laughter?, 
ng Demand then with one voice, friends and countrymen, 
nd that ſhare in making your own laws to which, by the con- 
n- ſtitution and the laws of nature, you are entitled; call 

; for the Bill which would reſtore your loft conſtitution, 
nd and recover your ſtolen rights! Purſue the only courſe 
e- which can ever effect any confiderable reductien of debts 

; and taxes, or materially advance the intereſt of manufacs 
Ne . © tures . omn _ MT be oy eech and... f 
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in give your n the ies ate to revite 
be +7 Betberies, as you have to bleſs thoſe agnes 85 
left you an inheritance in a free conſtitution,” © 
And the above writing or publication, need Th A 5 
ee between the Governors and the Governed, 
. diftributed and circulated as aforeſaid, e Kae i 
others, the following paſſage ; 1 eee : 
Dialogues. Civil e er The tow eas that To! 
be ſubmiſſve. Hes y 
People. The law is the glen n a new e bits 
vil Governors. You will be a rebellious /people. 


Fell. Nations einnet rerelt; n are che ox. 


; r, 92 W ors : 
"5 Gen Cooitavr4 The „Eng is with us, na be cem. . 
A you to ſubmit. 26 FO 755 e ö 


People. The Kingly office dees in "ws pay ne 
_ elect one of themſelves to execute it for the general good. 
8 Kings, therefore, are/efſentially indiviſible from their na- 
tions. The King of ours, then, cannot be with you; yu 
only poſſeſs Bis phantom: And the Military Governors 
325 ſtepping forward, ſaid; „The people are timid, let us 
* menace them, wy} wy Ty e | e e 
= 4. this inſolent rabble. 77 1 5 . 
21. People. Soldiers, you irs eur n N 15 Win you” 5 
| ble your brothers'? Tf the people periſh, Who will main 
"tain the army? And the ſoldiers grounding their arms, 
faid to their chiefs, -« We: alſo are the people, we are 
* the enemies of —— *. Whereupon the Ecelgfaſti- 
cal Governors ſaid, There is now but one reſource left. 
„The people are ſuperſtitious we muſt frighten them 
With the name of God, andi of Religion. Our dearly be- 9 
. loved brethren, our children! bee has . 75a us ans - 
= po you.? Set e Me 1 4; : 7 
People. Produce tous your edit benen. | 
4 eats Tow THe" have en 1 will lead 1 ii.” 
= N „CE . 1 88 17 ; 
76 Pro Do: JE been then vithour reaſon? „ 
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| © to-know: the law it bows. „ e 
 . + Priefts,, Man is only born Ines this world to date. „ 
-+ People. Do you then ſet us the example. re IS 


© Prieſts. Will you live without Gods and without Kings? 
ak n We will live, Wan e F 285 
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4 r RTHER, the mid ene Muir W upon the io, 


74 : x2thj or 13th days of December 1792, or on one or other 
of the days of that month, been preſent at a meeting calling 
_ - itſelf The Convention of Delegates of the Aſſociated 
Friends of che People,“ or aſſuming ſome ſuch name; 
Which meeting was held in a room commonly called Lau- 
Room, in James's Court, in the City of Edinburgh, _ 
he did then and there, with a wicked and ſeditious defi gn, 


. ries 


5 produce, and read aloud to the ſaid meeting, a writing of 


-+ Iriſhmen in Dublin, to the Delegates fer promoting a 
Reform in Scotland.“ Which writing or paper was of a 


AY [nol inflammatory and ſeditious tendency, falſely and infi- 
4 3 repreſenting the Iriſh and Scotch nations as in a4 


ſtate of downright oppreſſion, and exciting the people re- 


belliouſy to riſe up and oppoſe the government. And 5 
which paper or e N e W Pallsges, ed. 


9 following: | „ 
1 Wetake chi-bertjafaitdrelting c N 


civic- union, in the fellowſhip of a juſt and common cauſe, 
We greatly rejoice that the ſpirit of freedom moves over 
the ſurface of Scotland, that light ſeems to break from : : by 
the chaos of her internal government, and that a country. 
ſo reſpectable for her attainments in ſcience, in arts, and 
"Ob in arms, for men of literary eminence, for the intelligenes 


and morality of her people, flow acts from à conviction 


1 do * between virtue, letters, and W and 


By 


* * T - 22 * 
, v as 3 2 wy ; * * 


"ng e 8 3 be obedience has: a arigh 1 
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; N entituled, Addreſs from the Society of United 3 
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Aud ſtate inqu 
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wy” as an Cs as: | fovet 


© with for a reform in Parliament, but by openly, actively, 
and urgently. willing it, with the unity and energy of an 


* yourſelves as merged and melted down into another coun- 

© trP, but that in this e national ee you are * 

Scotland. Alſo, ; 

We will lay open to TOY our 8 Gi eas — your 
ecauſe. If there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be, 


mis be tue noble animoſity kindled between us, Who ſhall 


ed, aud - proves that our political fituations are not diſſi- 
92 m_ that our rights and wrongs are the Tame,%=Alſo, 
We will not be t 

7 4 „We fee this ſcheme, of fixengthening political perſecution 
quifition, by u freſh/infufion of religious fans- 


„ Heiſm. But we will unite, and we will be free. 173 5 


-*the polar principle which guides our Society, and ſhalb 
guide it, through all the tumult of factions, and fluctua- 
tions of parties. It is not upon a coalition of Oppoſition 
with Miniſtry chat we depend, but upon = coalition of - 


il 5 Anme with Iriſhmen; and in chat coalition alone we 
find an object worthy of reform, and, at the ſame time, 
ngth nnd finew both to attain and ſecure it. It 8 
"gen upon extemal circumſtances, upon the pledge of man 
bor miniſter,” we depend, but upon the internal energy of 
the Triſh- nation. We will not buy or borrow liberty 
2 — from America or from France; but manufacture it for 


i 
he rer 
- 


euch and work it up with choſe materials Which the 
hearts of 'Triſhmen furniſh them with at hag 

_ F*hi6t worſhip the Britiſh,” far'teſs the Triſh Si 
"*ſent: down, from. heaven; but we confider- ic as human 


1 44 


* embodied nation. We rejoice that you do not conſider 


* which nation ſhall be foremoſt in the race of mind. Let 
e ra that free conſtitution from which bath are 
-* equizliftzar, Who ſhall firſt be the faviour'of the empire. 


I The ſenſe of both countries, with reſpect to the intole- 
8 : *rable büſes of the conſtitution, has been clearly manifeſt- 


e dupes of ſuch ignoble artifees. 


Voerlal emancipation, with reprefentative legiſlature, " 4 5 


en * Me do g 


ion, as 


7 


* 17 1 


= WOE which. man has made, mT man can. e 
. An unalterable conſtitution, whatever be its nature, muſt 
n de deſpotiſm. It is not the conſtitution, but the people, | 
er which ought to be inviolable ; and it is time to recogniſe 
1 . and renovate the rights of the; Engliſh, the Scotch op | 
It * the-Iriſh nations.---Alſo, , ' 555 : | i. 

5 You have our - ideas---anfwer. us, —_ ha i 1 

r This is not a time to procraſtinate. Your illuſtrious 
4 Fletcher has ſaid, that the-liberties of a people are not to 
72 be ſecured without paſſing through great diffieulties ; and 
no toil or labour ought to de declined to preſerye a a- 
os tion from flavery. He fpoke well; and we add, chat it is 
* Incumbent on every nation who adventures into a conflict 
” for freedom, to remember, it is on the event. (however 
. * abfurdly) depends the eſtimation of pablic opinion 3 %. 
> * nour and immortality, if fortunate'; if otherwiſe, ini 
5 * and oblivion. Let this check the raſhneſs that ruſhes un- 
555 ” * adviſedly into the Committee, of national charactet g t. 
8 if that be already made, let the ſame condideration impti 
8 us with active, not paſſive perſeverance, wich many ca- wy 
bo. EM fidence, and calm determination, ſmaling- ah equal ſcorn - al 
22 at the bluſter of official arrogance, ,aad:the-whiſpers of 
£92 © private malevolence, until we have planted the flag E 
25 * freedom « on the e e are a * ene and 
ge "2 * ſecure.) aan e e 


. FOR Alter, 202, Graftes eine Pre. bu 11.77 
| WHICH ſeditious paper or writing, cont al 15 


5 mediately thereafter, wickedly and felo : 


ing and did alſo move, that the thanks f the Meeting, 


„ 


= OVER, the ſaid. Thomas Muir did, then and ehe re, wie- 
aud e expreſs his r eee 925 the Teatts | 


* - 
4 voy 


or ſome. acknowledgment, ſhould be. returned to thoſe from 
whom the foreſaid paper or addreſs | catne. AND MORE. 


thers, the. above paſſages, the ſaid Thomas af a, 
büfly, pro e 2 5 
Would be received, and lie on the table of the Taid: Meet 5 


1 75 Y £ 
oy 1 
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05 backed in the Laid! ppl in or addreſs; DEW at leaf, 
"did declare, that it was altogether harmleſs, or uſed words 
= and expreſſions of à fimilar import, notwithſtanding -that 

many of thoſe who were preſent at the foreſaid meeting did 

, oppoſe and object to the forefaid paper oraddreſs being read, 

or allowed to lie on the table, or in any ſhape acknowledg- 

ed by the ſaid Meeting. AND the ſaid Thomas Muir 
___ having been brought before John Pringle, Eſq; our She- 
1 'riff-depute of the county of Edinburgh, upon the ad day of 
_  -January 1793, did; in his preſence, emit and fign a decla- 
ration: but immediately thereafter; the ſaid Thomas Muir, | 
. _*eonfoious of his guilt in the premiſes, did, in order to e- 
vade puniſhment, abſcond and leave the kingdom; and ha- 
ving been indicted at the inſtance of our Adyoeate, for our 
intereſt, to ſtand trial before the High Court of Juſticiary, 
upon the 11th day of February laſt, the diet was after- 
_-wards continued to the 25th of that month, to give him the 
better opportunity of appearing, if he was ſo diſpoſed; but 
he ſaid Thomas Muir having notwithſtanding failed to ap- 
| - pear,' he was, on the 2 5th of February laſt, fugitate by a 
«ſentence of the ſaid High Court. AND the ſaid Thomas 
I Muir having lately, in a private and clandeſtine manner, 
come into this Country, by. the way of Ireland, he was 
diſcoveted at Portpatrick, apprehended, and committed 
priſoner to the tol Booth of Stranraer, in the county of Wig- 
ton, on the zoth, or ſome other day in the month of July 
laſt ; and, at ſame time, ſundry, papers found in his Poſſeſ- 
ſion were, together with his pocket-book, ſealed up in the 
i preſence. of William Roſs, Eſq; one of our Juſtices of Peace 
for the ſhire of Wigton, under. the ſeals of the ſaid Thomas | 
Muir and the town ſeal of Stranraer. AND the ſaid Tho- 
mas Muir having been afterwards tranſmitted to Edink argh, 
by warrant. of our High Court of Juſticiary, alongſt with 
the ſaid pocket-book. and papers, the ſealed parcel contain- 
ing the ſame was opened in preſence ef him, the ſaid | 
Thomas M uir, and Harry Davidſon, Eſq; Sherif-ſubſti- ; 
ute of the . of . upon the Toth _— of 
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« tween the Governors and the Governed,” circulated as a- 


- foreſaid; as alſo a copy of © The Patriot,“ circulated as a- 
"Tort as alſo, a copy of the Addreſs from-the- Society : - 
of United Iriſhmen in Dublin,“ to the Delegates for pro 
* moting a Reform in Scotland, produced, read, and ap- 
proved of by the ſaid Thomas Muir, in manner foreſaid, — 
and atteſted by the ſubſcriptions of James Denholm, James 3 


1 and others; and alſo, a book, entituled, The 


and alſo the foreſaid inventory, made up before the ſaid 


Thomas Muir and the Sheriff. ſubſtitute of Edinburgh, upon 2 


the ſaid roth day of Auguſt current, with the whole at- 
ticles and papers therein contained and referred to, will all 


be uſed in evidence againſt the ſaid Thomas Muir, and will 
for that purpoſe i in due time be lodged with the Clerk f g 
the High Court of Juſticiary, before which he is to be tried, 
that he may have an opportunity of ſeeing the ſame. A1 


LEAST, times and places above mentioned, the ſaid ſedi- 


tious ſpeeches and harrangues were uttered, the ſaid ſedi. :. 
tious books or pamphlets recommended to be purchaſed and 
peruſed, the ſaid ſeditious books or pamphlets circulated | 
and diſtributed, as aforeſaid, and the ſaid. wicked and in- 


e addreſs EE Tn, recommended, os 9. 


* 
2 


= £ _ 7 55 5 5 5 E | | F- "9. . e , woe 5 
8 e 85 ſeals kaving Ada proving in ed 4 'E i 
by the faid Thomas Muir, and declared by him to be en- = 
tire, and an inventory of the contents thereof” Was made, 1 
and ſigned by the faid Thomas Muir and Harry Davidſon, 3 
and others then preſent. AD the above mentioned/decla-: 
ration, emitted by the ſaid Thomas Muir before the She-: oy 
_ rif-depute of Edinburgh upon the 2d of January 1793, to- oe 
_ gether with a copy of Paine's Works,” recommended and 
__ circulated as aforeſaid'; as alſo, / a copy of the ſaid/ Decla- 8 
ration of Rights, and an Addreſs to the People, approved = : 8 | f 
of by a number of the Friends of Reform in Paiſley, cir- 
culated as aforeſaid ; as alſo, a copy of the Dialogue be. 


8 
1 232 
n 


Bock of the Records of the Aſſociation of the F riends of e 
the Conſtitution and of the People of Kirkintilloch, vo- 
* lume Iſt, Entered at Kirkintilloch, November 1793 
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1 John Read weaver at Lennoxtoun, in the pariſh of 


5 John Speir, weaver at Lennoxtoun aforefuia. - | 
3. William Robertſon aaron at Lennortoun afores 
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Campſie, and county of Stirling. 


Eq 


* w &* 


WE ſaid, 7 


4. Francis Clark, cles poles at Laden um, pariſh 


and county aforeſaid. 


F. Alexander fohnſton, bleacher at Kincaid Print, in 


pariſh of Campſie aforeſaid. 
6. Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkintilloch. 


7. William Mair, weaver in Kirkintilloch, 
8. John Scot, wright in Kirkintilloch. 


9. Robert Weddel, weaver in Kirkintilloch. 


10. James Baird, hoſier in Kirkintilloch. 


1. The Rev. Mr. William Dunn, miniſter of Kirkintl ö 


loch. 


12. John 1 weaver in Townbead o&f Kirkintlloo.” 


13. William Knox, weaver'there. b 
14. James Muir, ſtudent of divinity reſiding at Giese. 
15. Anne Fiſher ſervant," or late ſervant, to Mr. Jerk Car- 


liſle collector of the ceſs in Glaſgow. e 


16. Thos Wilſon, barber in Glaſgow. | / 
17. William Reid, bookſeller and ſtationer in Glaſg W. 


18. James Braſh, bookſeller and ſtationer there. 
19. David Blair, manufacturer in Glaſgow. 
20. Johh Muir, ſenior, late hat-manufaQurer, preſent] | 


- 


© fiding in Glaſgow. „ 


21. John Barclay, reſiding in the pariſh of Calder, i in the 


county of Lanark, and one of the elders of the Laid 
pariſh, 


The Reset l Mr. 1 a Lapſlie, miniſter of — : 


5 5 1 Campbell N to the fignet. 


— —]7« , ——ð—AR . ˙ m ˙ wi 
oy : N 
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24. = Dental, writer in = Edioburgh. | 
25. Hugh Bell, brewer in Edinburgh. N 
46. John Buchanan, baker in Canongate of Edinburgh. | I. 
=. Is Mr. John Morthland, advocate. 
28. William e of Strathruddie, wle in Edin- 
% i, | Wt EO 
29. Lieutenant-Colone} William — of F ordell. 
30. Mr. Robert Forſyth, advocate. | 
31. Richard Fowler, ſtudent of medicine, reſiding, or lately | 


36. William anna; Ei: Sheriff-depure of the tire "Y | 


— 


+ 


reſiding i in Edinburgh. 


32. John Pringle, Eſgz Sherid-depure of che county "> 


dinburgh. 3 1 


33. William Scott, ee le 5 procurnor-iſe of 


the ſaid county of Edinburgh. 

34 Joſeph Mack, writer in Edinburgh. ; 

35- Sir James, Colquhoun of Luſs, . Sheri®-depure 
of the {hire of Dunbarton. |. * 55 


. ET 


37s Harry-Davidſon, Ep Sheriftubſtitute of the county 


of Edinburgh. 


5 38. George r meſſenger i in Ediaburgh. s | 
39 Mr. James Carmichael, commander of the Julie hulk, 


in the ſerxice of the Board of Cuſtoms, | - | 


| "Wer William Roſs, Eſq; one of the Ne of e for the 


county «f gyms 5; 
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Sir John Clerk, of Pennycuick, Baronet. FFF 
Sir William Dick, of Preſtonfield, Baronet,” E | 
Sir John Inglis, of Cramond, Baroneet. 
Sir Archibald Hope, of Craighall, — , 
Sir James Fowlis, of Collington, Barenet. 5 
Sir Philip Ainſlie, of Comley- Bank. e 
Charles Watſon, of Saughto n. 
” James Forreft, of Cm.. ng 
Thomas Craig, of Riccarton. » 5 
10 Captain John Inglis, of Auchindinny, 
John Wauchope, of Edmonſtone. | FR 
John Balfour younger, of Pilrig. | GE 'F 8 
David Johnſton, of Bavela x. | te” 
John Davie, of Gaviſidle. 
* x5 Andrew Wauchope, of Niddry Maridil, 
John Trotter, of Mortonhall, | 
Gilbert Innes, of Stow. „ 
John Davidſon, of e, 'n 2 1 
James Rocheid, of Inverleith. = ; +6 boats aol apy. 
20 John Newton, of Curriehillllll. | 
James Calderwood Durham, of Polton; 45 . 5 
Thomas Wright, of Greenh ill.. 5 © 
James Gilleſpie, of Spyela g 21 by nat 
Thomas Sivewright, of South-houſe. 0 e 
25 James Kerr, of Woodburn. | V 
John Alves, of Dalkeith, portioner. - 

Patrick Pridie, hatter in Edinburgh, ' Zi 300g RE 
Thomas Brown, bookſeller there. 
Andrew Smith, perfumer chert G 8 
30 James Charles, hoſier there. oO 

Alexander Inglis, merchant there. 0 TT. eee 
. Pattiſon, 1 e e, 


£ 

+ 
k 
Fa 
& 
* 


C 

William gebe uphalſterer there. os 2 
Andrew Ramſay, ſlater there. . „ 
Is Thomas Duncan, bookſeller there. ; 2 


William Dalrymple, merchant there, 
Francis Buchan, merchant there, e 
James eee „„ of! 
40 James Dieke, bookſeller 3 ; 
Samuel Paterſon; merchant theres. 
; ' George Kinneat, banker there.. 
8 = Andrew Forbes, merchant thereec 


=. : John Horner, merchant, there. : ; 

| -4 5 er, e Ons e, 

3 0 1 ALEX; ABERCROMBE, 
| ß e e. 


J0o this indictment, Mr. Muir pleaded, Not Guilty. He 
vas then aſked by the Lord Juſtice Clerk, if he had any ob. 
jections to the relevancy of the charges' which-i it contained. 
Mr, Muir replied that he had uniformly conſidered the Jury | 
as the only judges of the law and of the fact; and that, i in this 
Rage of the trial, he would . plead upon no Point, which 
might preclude the determination of the . ntl a * 

ous deciſion of the a {re ELIE 2%; * 


1 Ix point of firm. it 15. ; eee in Sende 5 the 7 
| perſon accuſed ſhould communicate upon the evening pre- 
ceediing the trial, in writing the ſubſtance of his defence 
with a liſt of the witneſſes intended to be adduced in excul- a 
pation. Mr. Muir had complied with this rule, and the. 
| Clerk of Court read the e Adee, 1 


* 
5 , . : * de, 


— 


[cs I: 


DEFENCES. ding 


T HE. cini Label i is | falſe and. injurious ; +; fo far from 
exciting the people to riot and inſurrection, it can eaſily be 
proved, by a numerous liſt of witneſſes, that, upon every . 
occafion, the pannel | exhorted them to purſue : meaſures mo- 
derate, legal, peaceable, and conſtitutional. The charge 
of diſtributing ſeditious publications, and- of adviſing the 
people to read them, is equally falſe and calumnious. The 
panne] admits, that on the great. national queſtion, con- 
cerning an equal repreſentation of the People 3 in the Houſe _ 
of Commons, he exerted every effort to procure in that 
Houſe, a full, fair, and equal repreſentation of the people, 
moſt THINK, 7h hs 52 of his Country. But the pan- 
nel offers to prove, that as he conſidered the information of 
the People to be the chief thing requiſite to accompliſh this 
great object, he uniformly adviſed them to read every pu- 
blication, upon either ſide, which the i important Wenne of 
Parliamentary Reform had occalioned. 72 , 

Annexed are a liſt of witneſſes in exculpation. 3 

. N to add and eik, ; : „ 


ap 


Oe a 1 ouA⁶ Mora "I {7 ; a 


# 
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Lan of Werarazes dane in engen, 


1 William Riddle, baker's in Glasgow. 
Joha Hamilton, ee 1 Andrews She, 
Glaſgow. — : | 

David Dale, jun. SR en | 
Baſil Ronald of Broomlone, glover in Gli: 
Alexander Park, writer in Glaſgow. 

| George Waddel, manufaQurer in Glaſgow: © 5 1 5 
George Ruſſel, merchant in Gallowgate, Sake. 
Jobn Brock, manufacturer in Glaſgow. 

| . ohn . ſhoemaker in Gorbals of of Glaſgow, 


. 


1 26 3 i 0 885 


7 1 hart 1 ee 151 4 9 44 ; 
Walter Hart,. heritor i in Tradeſtown, Glaſgow, = 
_ "Hugh Moodie, Tpicit dealer in Glaf o-. ELD: 


. ? 8 
2 er 55 F 28 " 
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I ames Cooper, ſhoemaker, Glaſgow. 8 3 8 : 5 433 


44643 4 20 > REES» N 
„ F . 


Jen Gray, manüfactüfer, Glaſgow. 8 — | | 
Daniel M.Arthur, one of che maſters of ne ene 


 Tchool, Glaſgow. on Ogg 2s; Ry 
9 555 Richardſon, ſen. merchant, Glaſgow, i 5 52 x by 
William Clydeſdale, cabinet-maker there. ee, 
John Tennant, brewer there. IE HY _ = a 15 NS 


George Bell, jun. manufacturer there. 3 | 
George Stayley, manyfafturer i in > Balmanno Street, Glaf.. g 

ny gow. _ bo „ 5 : 
| Robert MXinlay, priat.olfter in te. Fulton' J ; employ- : 
mament, near Pailtey. 3 | 5 

7 William Orr, 5 Jun. n in Paiſley. 085 22 © 

James Craig, manufacturer, Water Brae, Pail. | 
5 James Gemmel, merchant, Storie Street, Paiſley. 
 Wittiam Muir, Fiſherrow, Paiſſeg. 
Hamilton Ballantyne, Storie Sete Pailey. 
James Muir, weaver, Shuftle Street, Paiſley. | 
John Buchannan, foreman af, Kincaid Printfield, in the 
„„ oo . 
Robert Honarie, printer there. 

Patrick Horn, printer there. 

Smollet M*Lintock, Me es there, 3 Tz 
William Henry, of Borrowſtown pariſh, Baldernock, * 
James M*Gibbon, printer, at Kincaid printficld. 14 
Johns Freeland, diſtiller in Kirkintilloch, „„ 
Andrew Rochead, younger of Duntiblaemill, pariſh of 
Eukmiulloch, out gon fi. Watt > 
Robert Boak; Lyrgeon.; zin PETR Ig Sn. 
John Edmond, print=cutter,, Kincaid printfield. Pe 
Robert Millar, weaver in Cambauſlang. 

The Rev, Mr. William: Dunn, miniſter of Kitkin nacb, | 
David Wallace, late ſervant to James Muir, of Hunterſe 

Bill, 5 HOW! to James Stark of Adamſlie. A 


£3 
* 


. | N | a g 
6 5 e 2 


"bas Scott, weayer in . , e 
Archibald Binnie, type - founder, Edinburgft. . „ 

Charles Salter, brewer in Edinburgh. FO IE 
— Wood, teacher in Portburgh. e 
John Burhannan -- ne ieee ü n 


5 ——Bell, to b uſt, neee . 11555 
William Ski ving, Edinburgh. Nas e 
Maurice Thomſon, ſtarch-maker Dans. _ : of 
Andrey Wilſon, brewer in Portſburghh. e 
” Jobs Smith, weaver, Lothian Road. 
Peter Hardie, brewer in Portſb urg. 78 11755 

Col. William Dalry eee i 
William Johnſon, Ech, Eaisburgb. 

: The Right Hon. Lord Daer-. . 5 TW or 7 5 
| —Newton, As g St. Patricks Square, Edinburgh 
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„The Lot A Clerk, and Lords Common of ; 
*« Juſticiary, having conſidered” the criminal libel, raiſed 
and purſued at the inſtance of Robert Dundas, Elqz/ of 
_ * Arniſton, his Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's 1 in- 
_ * tereſt, againſt the ſaid Thomas Muir, pannel, they find 
the libel relevant to infer the pains of law, but allow the 
* pannel to prove all facts and circumſtances that may tend 
to exculpate him, or alleviate his guilt; and remit the 
“ pannel with the libel, as found FOO to >the Knows" 
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= EE 5 | ir l Coliaten- 14 ee 1 of . 1 
dein John Taglis of Aut Nadin 5 
I . job Wauchope of Zdmo 
i —- John Balfour, *yonnger of Pilrig- L Soares | 
= 5 5 $5 Andrew Wagon 15 PR 
be Toer et Beeten in.. 
l Gilbert Innes of Stow. Tor 51d 491 asl 1 
James Rochea®of Thy / 1.5 
John Alves of Dalkeith, Portioner. 11 CEERLLAL © 
30 William Dalrymple,” merchant; SUR gill 8 Fr 
[Donald Smith, banker, Edin 
James Dickſon, bookſeller, Edin. „ 
; . George Kinnear, banker, EMS: e 
a | Andrew F orbes, merchant, Ss A te? os I 
J 5 * Horner; e Edin. 80 
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=! erte added; the Lord Juſlice Clerk, allced: 5 
Mre Muir, if he had any thing further to ſtate, in ſupport 

def cheſe defences, as in the further courſe of the trial, he 
would be precluded from adducing any thing extraneous. 
Me Muir then roſe up and faid, according to the rule of 

cout; I have the evening before this day, communicated 

to the public proſecutor the ſubſtance of. my defenct in writs = 
ing.” The truth of every word in that defence, I ſhall ſtrong- 
Iy prove before I leave this bar. 1 admit that I exerted e- 
very effort, to procure a more equal repreſentation of the 

People in the Houſe of Commons. If that be a crime, I 

' plead guilty to the charge. I acknowledge that J confider- 

ed the cauſe: eme Reform to be eſſential to the 

ſal vation of my Country : But I deny — I ever ed: : 

: | 5 55 


* 


„„ 


a. Pente e to attempt to accompliſh that great object, „ 
any means which the conſtitution did not ſanction. I grant 
os. that T adviſed the people, to read different publications 
upon both fides, which this great national queſtion had ex- 


cited, and I am not aſhamed to aſſign my motives. I con- 


_ fider the 1gnorance of the people, on the one hand, to be the 
ſource from which deſpotiſm flows. I confider, upon the o- 
ther hand, an ignorant people, impreſſed with a fenſe of 


grievances, and wiſhing to have thefe grievances redreſſed, to 


he expoſed to certain miſery and to complete ruin. KNOW- 


LE DGE muſt always precede REFORMATION, and who 


mall DARE to ſay that the PEOPLE fhould be debarred 


from INF ORMATION, where it concerns them ſo materi- 
all y2 I am accuſed of ſedition ; and yet, I can prove by 


| thoufands of witnefſ=s, that I warned the people of the 
| danger of that crime, exhorted them to adopt none but mea- 


ſures which were conſtitutional, and intreated them, to connect : 
liberty with knowledge, and both with morality. This 1 2 


1 e 1 can . If theſe are en Ta am gully, 


5 IN Tens; before bats Wine aa at 5 
was a ſervant of Government; that he underſtood Met : 
Muir was accuſed of a trime againſt Government; and 
that he did not conſider it as proper, that Mr. Muir ſhould 


| be tried by a Jury compoſed of ſervants of erde 1 


that his mind felt ſcrupulous, laboured under much anxie- 
ty, and he begged leave to decline being a Juryman. 8 
tain Inglis was informed by the Court, that there was no 
impropriety in his being a Juryman, eee LIE: 
to the ſervice of Government. | + 
The Lord Juſtice Clerk, in the uſual Sin: N Mr. 
Muir, if he had any objections to ſtate to the firſt five gen- 
tlemen, whoſe names he had ſele&ed from the lift of affize. 


Mr. Mum ſaid: Of theſe gentlemen I have no Pere : 


| Knowledge. Their fituations in life are reſpectable, and 1 


believe them to be men of truth, and of /honour.; yet m 


ney one and 11 is 1 peculiar, that I am obliged to > oh 
D | » 


[4 


. =. 


je to chit helng: upon this Jury. The queſtion of Par- 
liamentary Reform. has agitated deeply, in proportion to 


its magnitude, the minds of men in this country; different. 


opinions have been adopted, and different parties have been, 
formed. Theſe gentlemen belong to an affociation which. 
aſſembled in Goldſmith's Hall, calling themſelves the 
Friends of the Conſtitution, united to ſupport. it againſt 
Republicans and Levellers, and expreſſing their zeal to ſup- 
preſs tumult and ſedition. I belong to the aſſociation. of 
the Friends of the People. Viewing a reform in the re- 
preſentation of the people as a meaſure the moſt conducive 
to the ſtability of the conſtitution, and to the felicity of the. _ 
people, we. united our common. ere by E 2 5 
ſures, to accompliſh that. object. „„ 
To the conſtitution, in its genuine 3 we 5 5 
lemaly pledged ourſelves Never have we profeſſed to be its 
enemies, yet the aſſociation i in Goldſmith's Hall, by a delibe- : 
rate and public act of their”? s, have declared, that we were the 
enemies of the conſtitution. Equally zealous in our declara- | 
tions to the world in our reprobating riot and ſedition; and 
fincere in our hearts, that aſſociation has denounced us to 
this country, as: attempting to kindle the torch of civil- 
War, and to lay it in blood and in deſtruction. The fact 
upon which I found this charge is notorious, and cannot 
be denied. A Convention of Delegates, from all the So- 
cieties of the Friends of the Peaple in Scotland, aſſembled 


in this city, upon the 11th day of December laſt. Of this 


Convention I had the honour of being a member, The con- 
vention accorded with the aſſociation in Goldſmith's Hall, 
in their zeal to ſupport the conſtitution, in their abhor- 
rence 6f ſedition, and in their determination to concur. with 


_ good citizens in the ſuppreſſion of riot and of tumult. To 


teſtify then to this aſſoeiĩation, their principles and their 
object, the Convention ↄrdered a number of its members to 
repair to their Hall, and to ſubſcribe the book which they | 
had opened, of adherence to ie conſtitution. In this num⸗- 
Tom Was edel. We did ſa. By What were. dba 


8 3 
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{ſo henives? ? The aſſociation erazed our names, and publiſh- 
ed in the papers of the day their proceeding. Was not this 
an act of public proſcription againſt us all? Accuſed this 
day of ſedition, of an attempt to overthrow the conſtitu- 

tion, ſhall thoſe men be my Jurymen; who have not mere- 
ly accuſed me, but likewiſe judged and condemned me 
without knowing me, without leaving me the poſſibility o | 
the power of vindication. This trial is no trivial matter. 

It affe&s me, but it affects the country more. The noiſe of it 

vill paſs down to other times, and poſterity may fancy their | 

moſt valuable rights connected with its conſequences. ED 

A A reſpettable gentleman of the five to whom I now ob- 
| je&, has felt the delicacy of his fituation, and has honour- 

ably avowed his ſcruples. © Such ſentiments, ſo reſpe&- 

11 in themfelves, I truſt are common to all his colleagues? 

This is not the only objection I Nate to the Gentlemen 
of Goldſmith's Hall being of my Jury. I am accuſed of 

eirculating the works of Mr; Paine. That Aſſociation has 
publicly advertiſed their horrors at the doctrines contains » 
ed in theſe books. Nay, more, they have offered a reward 
of five guineas, to any who will diſcover a perſon who may 

have cireulated them! If this is not e n 5 

8 1 to know what prejudication i? OV 

D pon theſe two objections, I ſhall make no further AY Ts 
vations. To ſuppoſe them not well founded, would be to iu 

ſult the common ſenſe and the common feelings of mankind. 

I demand juſtice. Let me be tried fairly, not by a Jury 

of the Aſſociation of Goldſmith's Hall, not by a Jury of the 
Aſſociation of the Friends of the People, but by men uncon- 
netted with either, whoſe minds cannot poſſibly be ſuppoſed 
warped with prejudices: I THEREFORE SOLEMNLY 

PROTEST, that no perſon who is a member of the Aſſocia- 

tion in mics ws mould, or N be of the Tory” ha 17 

my trial. + 

: ee enen Ara 1 N That he confidered this 

objection to be of the moſt extraordinary nature. The 

-pannel is accuſed of forming aſſociations, contrary to tlie 


1 and he preſumes to object to thoſe Gentlemen, 
; Dy WW 


— . p ß —ß—ß——— ß — — = — * 
1 . 
. - — es = 2 en — — 


. Ä ˙ . . OGG" GEARS" a> 4 
23932 — — — — — — — * 
— . * 
— — E——_— — = a * 
— — — — 


— —— NEE IH IE ey 9 Is * —— 

— . — — oy. — — 

. — — - — 

— — —— 4 — — — — 
* 


— Daz 


t 


ho PO? n in its 1 With 1 pro- | 
priety might the pannel object to their Lordſhips on the 


Bench, to be his Judges in this trial: their . had 
ſworn to defend the Conſtitution. 

Mx. Mom. This day, I will not deſcend into the quib= 
bles of a Lawyer. I object to theſe gentlemen, not becauſe 
they aſſociated in defence of the conſtitution. I too, as well 


as they, have aſſociated in defence of the conſtitution. | 


But my objection is, that they, by an act of theirs, have 


publicly accuſed me of being an enemy to the conſtitution, = 


have already pronounced the ſentence of condemnation, and 


have impoſed upon my name the ſeal of proſcription. 
Lon Jus ricn CEERE.—If the objections of the / panne! 
were relevant, it would extend far indeed; it would go to 


every perſon w O had taken the oaths, to government. I 


can ſee nothing i in the age ien. 4. 1 am clear for _ * 
„ 


LoxpD . can 5 r the 603 cl 


theſe gentlemen entered into a ſociety for # particular pur- 


poſe, and had the right of judging of the qualification of 


their members; they did not think Mr. Muir or his friends 
proper members. In no trial aver could this be a earn 
objection. 1 p : 
Tue 8 Was a 0 8 Ir. Muir, 1 conti- 
nued to repeat it, as every five were ſ worn. 
| When the liſt of the five laſt was preſented, he ſaid i it was 
not ſufficient to ſay that theſe gentlemen were free to form 
a ſociety, this is a fact which no man in his ſound ſenſes - 
wall diſpute. But, this ſociety. when formed, had opened, 
in a public place, a book for public ſubſcription. By re- 
peated advertiſements they had called upon every end g 
to the conſtitution, every enemy to ſedition and tumult, e- 


very perſon inimical to a public diviſion of property by a 
levelling ſyſtem, io come and ſubſcribe their names in that 


book, as expreſſive of their attachment to the conſtitution, 
to property, and to peace. Every porter, every chairman 
From the ſtreets, was allowed to inſert his ſubſcription 


SHIT] „„ 5 5 7 
- - 


1 act 


Why were the names of the pannel andikis friends exputts 
ged? Was it not a public denunciation, of their being the 
ſupporters of that.ſyſtem of plunder and 1 ee Om 
that aſſociation was to oppoſe ? '' 
When the jury were ſworn in, Mr. Muir again Hated, 
that he believed them to be men of truth and integrity, 
but never would ceaſe” recalling to their attention the pe- 
culiarity of their ſituation. They had already determined 
his fate. They had already judged his cauſe; and, as they 
valued their e omooncy their own internal peace, he en- 
treated Here Mr. Muir was interrupted by the 
Court, who e in opinion, that his conduct Was ex- 
ceedingly improper, in taking up their S e as Me _ 
tion had been repelled : N 
Ihe counſel a, the Crown now recen e to al the. 5 | 
witneſſes, Os rg els 20 f I 


ALEXANDER JOHNSTON.” Sn 
an K 


Mr. Ao en to this witneſs... 5 Tas 23 a did not | 7 
8 him. He did not remember if ever he had ſeen him, 
but he could clearly prove, by reſpectable witneſſes, that | 


this-perſon had ſaid, upon hearing of his arrival in Scat - 5 


and, that he would do vey ching in his Pen to have' 
him hanged. I 16 N 
Mr. Murg was aſked if big! coats bandes upon aux 
particular eircumſtances of malice, which this -witneſs 
entertained againſt him. He replied that he did not 
know him, therefore could ſpecify no circumſtances 
from which the propoſed witneſs might have entertained 
malice againft him; but the fact that he had ſo expreſſed 
himſelf „ and true, and if permitted, be would 
immediately ſubſtantiate what he had alerted, by 5 moſt 
convincing proof. d 
Ihe objection was repelled. The Tk abſences that | 
witneſſes might be averſe. to bear teſtimony. That for this: 
purpoſe they might make fimilar aſſertions: in order to diſ- 
qualify themſelves. That if, upon objections of this kind, 
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+" Pea were to be caſt, the ends of public Tuſtice; might be 


defeated; beſides, it was A, that the N would 


be purged of malice upon oath. DN tees 
tows: n was over- ruled, . the witneſsy was sadued, 


© "ALEXANDER JOHNSTON; 


ip; That he was preſent at a meeting in Kirkin- 
loch, ſometime in the month of November laſt, but does 


not remember the day. That the meeting had then no 
name, but has been ſince known by the name of a Reform 
Meeting. Mr. Muir was pteſent who harangued the meet- 
ing. As far as he recolledts, Mr. Muir addreſſed the Pre- 
7 ſicent; ſtated the diſadvantages 1 in the Repreſentation, ſome 


Borovghs being rotten, others having no vote. He ſtated 


tlie population of England, and Scotland, and mentioned, 
that from the ſmallneſs of the number who voted, the peo- 
ple were not fully repreſented. Mr. Muir ſaid, that if a 


man paid L. 20,006 for a ſeat in Parliament, he- behoved 


to derive fome intereſt from his ſeat, and he referred to the 
$4 people, whether it was reaſonable that a man ſhould pay ſo 
much for a ſcat in Parliament, without deriving ſome emo- 
lument in return. That the Duke of Richmond, had com- 
plained of this, and had C. 30, 0. He was filent,--- That 
Mr. Muir compared our Conſtitution with the French, and 
aid, that beyond a doubt they would be fueceſfsful. That 
they were more equally repreſented, and their taxes much 
leſs. That two thirds of the French national debt was 
already paid. That a manufacturer in this country could 
not bring his goods to market with the ſame adv antage as 
the French Manufacturers; of courſe; we ſhould loſe our 
trade. Mr. Muir ſaid, the Society ought to be acquainted 
with the prineiples of thoſe members they admitted. That 
the ſole intention of theſe Societies, was to procure a more 
equal and a ſhorter duration of Parliament. That the means 
theſe Societies were to uſe, for theſe ends, -was to petition 
Parliament, and to communicate their reſolutions, and ex- 
tend their knowledge, by publiſhing and cireulating uſeful 


„ ant 


Te 


f. 


. 3s. 1 5 


. That i in \ ordex to obtain that l they | 
ought to get all political pamphlets from a neighbouring 8 
Bookſeller; but he did not mention any e in par- 


ticular. 


Upon the interrogatory of che eee eee "Dor 


poned, That nothing was ſaid about a King, but that the 
Conſtitution ought to conſiſt of King, Lords, and Commons. 
There was mention made of Paine's Rights of Man, but. 


not by Mr. Muir. One man in the Society, not in a pub- 


lic manner, but to his neighbour privately, ſaid, he had read 


that work. The moſt of the members were young wea- 
vers, from eighteen to twenty years of age. He knew of 
no previous meeting! at Kirkintilloch, this one being the 
conſtituting one, Mr. Muir did not come into the meeting 7 
till after it was conſtituted, but had promiſed i in the morn- 
ing to be there. He ſeemed to be the principal man in that 
Society, and ſaid, he belonged to other Societies, of the 


' ſame ſort: He recommended a timeous accompliſhment of 


the buſineſs, in order, that when the different meetings had 
communicatd with each other, they might lay it- baby.” 
Parliament. At the time he recommended the above mea- 
ſure, ſome of the members wiſhed to form meetings. Be- 
ing interrogated by Mr. Muir, he deponed, That Mr. Muir 


did recommend peace and regularity to the meeting, and 
obſerved that an tumult or diſorder would ruin their com- 


mon cauſe. He told the meeting, that there was no other 
mode of procuring redreſs, but by appl ying to Parliament, , 


and he recommended to the meetin g to beware: 725 admit- 2 
ny immoral characters as members. EFS 


ROBERT WEDDEL, 


Ilan That * remembers a meeting in Kirkintilloch, "5 


about the beginning of November laſt, which was called 
the meeting of the Friends of the People, or, for a Parlia-: 
mentary Reform. That Mr. Muir was at this meeting, which 
was the conſtituting meeting---came in after the meeting: 
* and made a 9 in which he adviſed regularity i in! 
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their proceedings; ; and mentioned that they be: to pro- 


_ ceed, in a conſtitutional manner, as the law now 1s, by 
King, Lords, and Commons. He ſaid nothing about the 
expence of a King, nor the burden of taxes, nor the com- 
parative expence of the French Government, nor did he 


mention the ſucceſs of their arms. He ſpoke about ten mi- 


nutes. After the meeting broke up, the witneſs met Mr, 
Muir with ſome others, in Mr. Wallace's, Baker in Kirk. 


intilloch, where the converſation was about the politics of 
the country there were about eight preſent in Mr. Wal- 


lace's, or one fourth of the number that was at the meeting. 


The witneſs was Vice-Preſident of the Meeting, Mr. 


Freeland was. Prefident, and James Baird was Secretary, 
- therewereno other officers, and all theſe were with Mr. Muir 


in Wallace's. He does not remember the particulars of 
the converſation, but Flower on the French Conſtitution | 


was mentioned, which he never before had heard of. He 
thinks it was Mr. Muir that mentioned this book, in 
ſpeaking of new publications, and he remembers books 


being ſpoken of, Depones, That at the meeting, one Boyd 


Mr. Muir's opinion about Paine's Works, when Mr. 
Mair ſaid, that it was foreign to their purpoſe. He remem- 
bers this, becauſe he was angry at the queſtion being aſked. 
Upon the Lord Advocate's interrogatory, Whether 
_ Flower's Book had been recommended, Mr. Muir objected 
to the queſtion. The witnefs was removed. 
Mr. Mum. There is no accuſation hrou gut againſt this 


bock i in the libel. Let it be admitted that this book is of c 
a ſeditious or a treaſonable nature, yet, as I am not accu- 


ſed ef either recommending or circulating it, how can any 


thing under this indictment, concerning it, be adduced in 


evidence againſt me? I plead upon a great principle of na- 
tural juſtice : I look forward to other times, and I tremble 


for the precedent. If this were not the caſe, I would not 
: fay that I merely approved of that book of Mr. Flower's, 
but, in this great audience, I would recommend its princi- 
- ples, in general, to every man who valued the intereſts of 


- 8 — 
* 


| 
3 n 


1 * 


„ 
mis country, wat . feelings OR? him 1 in n the . | 
neſs of human kind. - Abt, dh | 
Bon D An Ar. The 0 againſt tf i Pangeli is e. 
26 dition, and ibis branched out under various heads. One 
of theſe was, adviſing people to. purchaſe ſeditious books ; | 
and he was entitled to examine as to ſuch facts, though Bs 
very Fe book or fact was not weden on in OW 
libel. 0 : < 
Mr. Mom. -Neither 3 in FOR nor in e the! Pab⸗ 
lic Proſecutor a right to bring againſt me a general charge. 
Exery criminal charge, upon the facts, muſt be ſpecial, in 
order that the pannel may know the crime that is alledged 
againſt him, and e e the: . matter 15 
his defence. 3 e 
_ - Lond Jus rick Crenx.——-By thi Struts) f en SL | 
wherever art and part is libelled, there can be no. objection 
to the generality. This is a proper queſtion; and it has a 
tendency to eſtabliſh the major e and it _ © 
be ſuſtained. 85 
The Lord N gave up che queſtion.” „„ 
Ihe witneſs was again called in, and deponed, Wbar be 
knows of no books having been recommended toYEpur- 
chaſed in conſequence! of this meeting, except Henry's Hiſ- 
tory of England. The books purchaſed by the witneſs for | 
the Society or others,” were three or four copies of the Po- 
litical Progreſs. three or four copies of the Paiſley Decla- 
ration, one copy for his own uſe and one for the Society: 
That he was not ordered by the meeting to buy them, but 
bought them for his own ufe, and to ſhow his neighbours. 
He never purchaſed any of Paine's pamphlets, but he got 
a copy of that pamphlet, he does not know from whom, | 
and which happened ſometime before the meeting. He ne- 
ver ſaw the Dialogue between the Governors and the Go- 
verned. He ſaw the Patriot, and was ſhewni it by Mr. William 
Muir. Upon being interrogated by the Pannel, depones, 
That he recommended Henry's Hiſtory but no other book, 
7 1 recommended order and ee 35 and upon N 
E | 


. 36 I 
| the Solicitor G eee ie That Mr, 
Muir particularly faid, that they would be the more ſuc- 
ceſsful the more they were conſtitutional ; That their end 
was to obtain a more equal Repreſentation in Parliament: 
That the witneſs meant by that a more equal Repreſenta- 
tion, but he does not Know the preciſe terms: That he | 
cannot ſay more, but there were different opinions in 
the Society, one part of them wanting it confined to the 
landed intereſt, another to have it that every man ſhould 
have a vote, but Mr, Muir gave no opinion. Upon Mr; 
Muir's interrogatory, depones, that Mr. Muir recommend - 
ed to avoid riot, and ſaid, that tumult would ruin the cauſe; 2 
he alſo adviſed them to take care of the moral character of 
the members whom they admitted. He does not remember 
whether Mr. Muir ſaid he would deſert them, if they be- 
came unconſtitutional, and he does not remember that he 
recommended them to e wy BEL: hook an Hen 
ry's Hiſtory of England. 1 
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RE. MR. JAMES LAPSLIE. 


The Public Profecutor next adduped a as 4 | witneſs Nr. Fac 

Mr. * this witneſs be remoyed. . lere many 
objections to ſtate againſt him 

- Mr. Lapſlie was accordingly removed, 1 

Mr. Murx —1 have ſaid that I have many hee dens 
to 1 both to the admiſſibility and credibility of this 
witneſs. My delicaey with regard to that man, will, at 
preſent, permit me to adduce the leaſt weighty only; for 1 
mean to prove the moſt important, in a different ſhape, in 
a criminal proſecution againſt him, when he and I ſhall ex- 
change places at this bar. I know not what title this Re- 
verend Gentleman has to act as an agent for the Crown; 
but this I offer to prove, that he aſſiſted the Meſſen gers of _ 
the Law, in exploring and citing witneſſes againſt me ; that 
he attended the ſheriffs in their different viſits to the pa- 
Tiſhes of Campſie and: e that previoully: to the 


* 


L685 1 a 

: 5 he 1 with the witneſſes If the Crown, 
that he attended their precognition, put queſtions to them 
and took down notes ; nay, more, that, without being cited 
by the Proſecutor, he offered himſelf ultroneouſly againſt 
me, and inſiſted that his declaration ſhould be taken in the 
unuſual form, with his oath attending it, to atteſt its truth. 
Upon other matters I ſhall. not dwell ; it is ſufficient for 
me. to ſay, that this witneſs attended the precognition of o- 
ther witneſſes. The uniform and the late deciſions of your 
Lordſhips have ſuſtained this e e witneſs there- | 


PI fore cannot be examined. * 


- The Lon D ADVOCATE. aid, 3 3 the Court had 15 
Jallaiged the objection in many late caſes. He would. not 
| diſpute the point of Law at preſent, afterwards indeed he ; 
might upon ſome future occaſion, but conſented that Mr. Muir 
ſhould be allowed to prove the firſt part of his objection, of 
Mr. Lapflie's Ane as an agent in en evidence a- 
gainſt him. —— 
In proof of the objection Mr. Muir called. | : 


HENRY FREELAND, 7 ' 


$a That he knows Mr. Honeyman, (Sheri of 
Lanarkſhire) and ſaw him at Kirkintilloch, in company . 
with Mr. Lapſlie and another gentleman, a writer in Glaſ- 
gow. Mr. Honeyman examined the witneſs. about Mr. 
Muir; and, during the precognition, Mr. Lapſlie alſo put 
queſtions to the witneſs. He aſked him, if he had got 2 

College education, which being anſwered in the. negative, 
Mr. Lapſlie ſaid he was a clever fellow, and when he ſaw 
him write, he ſaid it was a pity ſuch a clever fellow ſhould 
be a weaver, and that it was in Mr. Honeyman' s power to 
procure him a birth, which was ſaid in preſence of Mr. 
Hone yman. That when Mr. Honeyman examined him a- 
bout how often Mr. Muir had been at Kirkintilloch meet - 
ings, Mr. Lapflie alſo aſked him if Mr. Muir had been | 
'more than once there. That on the above . occaſion when: 
Mir, Lapflic Bred: the 3 2 s abilities, the weren a 

* : 


0 0 7 
* $i 


wed, that it was teens when Mr. abe ctapped him 
on the ſhoulder, and ſaid it was no ſuch thing, but that it | 


SES] 


was probable. Mr. 1 e ſee him 88 
Nr. Mar t then called 5 et 


ROBERT HENRY, . 8 1 


- Who ot That he was examined by Mr. Acid 
about Mr. Muir: That Mr. e was preſent all the time 


. was 39 examined, | 1 75 


EY * * 


© Was then called, wid Egon That he was andes 
at Campfic by Mr. Honeyman, in preſence of Mr. Lapflie 
And Mr. Shiels. Mr. Lapſſie fpoke to the witneſs before 
the examination, and told him to ſpeak the whole truth, 
and frequently exorted him, during the examination, to tell 
every thing as it concerned Mr. Muir, and not bim the | 
_ witneſs. . ; 
Mr. Muir proceeded to call James Weiden, when the 
Lord Advocate gave up Mr. Lapſlie's evidence; conſequent- 
1 there no longer remained any neceſſity to examine more 
witneſſes, with regard to che conduct of that gentleman. 
The Proſecutor ſaid, that he gave up Mr. Lapſlie as a wit- 
neſs, not on the ground of his being prefent at the precog- 
nitions, but becauſe he appeared. if not an agent, at 8 
| wo have taken an active part in the buſineſs. . 
ee evidence for the Crown then proceeded. | 


* 28 . 


3 "HENRY EREELAN D. 


- N 


When mis witneſs appeared, Mr. Muir obferved, that 
the Jury would remember, that from what this witneſs had 
already deponed, it would appear that 11 had got me” ry: 
' Miſe of a good deed. 
Thien the witneſs being examined, depones, That he Was 
preſent at a meeting in Kirkintillsch, which was called 
1 Society for Reform, on the 3d November laſt. He was 
| prefident that ni Shit and far. in the Chair, Mr. Muir was 


* 


1. ar ] 


there and 5 a ſpeech of about A ci of: an i fe 
The general purport of the fpeech was about ſhortening the 
duration of Parliament, and a more equal Repreſentation. 


He thought the taxes might be leſſened by theſe means: 


That the Reform was not to take effect as to the King and 


HFlouſe of Lords, but only of the Commons: He mentioned 


the ſucceſs of the French arms, and that liberty would be 
eſtabliſhed in France. He ſpoke of books in general, but 
He does not recollect the name of any being mentioned but 


Henry's s Hiſtory of England; in general it was political 5 


books. The books this witnefs remembers to have ſeen; 
are the Proceedings of the Weſtminſter Aſſociation, the Pa- 
triot, and Paiſley Declaration. It had been ſuggeſted by 
one Boyd to: purchaſe Paine, but Mr. Muir ſhook his head, 


and ſaid it was foreign to the purpoſe : That the witneſs | 


ſometime before this. ſpoke to Mr. Muir about Paine's 
book, and aſked" it as a fayour to get the loan of it, and 


Mr. Muir bid him ſearch his great coat pocket, and he 


would get it, and that he got it accordingly: That this 
was on the Tueſday ; eight-days before the meeting, at 

which time Mr. Muir had ſent for him to Mr. Wallace's, 
and told him that he had heard of the intended ſociety, and 


that the witneſs was to be a member; ; and that Mr. Muir 


and the witneſs afterwards talked of ſocieties in general : 
That the witneſs took Paine home with him, and read it, 


and gave it to his ſiſter: That He gave it to one Scott, and 
alſo to one Stewart, who had ſought it ſeveral times, and 
was angry he had not got it ſooner : That Mr. Muir ſaid, 
when the witneſs firſt aſked the book from him, that he 
thought it had a tendeney to miſlead the people, and that 
nothing further paſſed in reſpe& to it; and that he has con- 


Ay 


cealed nothing; That he was ſurpriſed Mr. Muir did not 


recommend it, becauſe every body elſe ſpoke well of 1h;- 
and was ſurpriſed that Mr. Muir ſaid it had a bad tenden- 


ey: That Mr. Muir did not approve of the book, but on 


the contraty ſaid, it had a bad tendency: That he knows 
no particular reaſon. for his being ſent. for : That he : 


L 44 Fo 


| knows ke were bought for the fociety ; >, and 5 he | AD 5 


wi 

if wrote to Mr. Muir, ſaying that the books then in circula- 2 85 

tion gave ſatisfaction: That he received a letter from 

| Mr. Muir, telling that Mr. Provan' s cauſe; had been 2 a 

j decided in the Court of Seſſion: That he got two mp 70 

0 from Mr. Muir, i in which he deſired the witneſs to impreſ: ES 
the ſociety with tlie importance of ſending a delegate to the i p. 
Convention, and hoped to ſee him there, but faid nothing 1 
about the books : That the Paiſley Declaration. purchaſed | a1 


for the ſociety was not recommended by any particular 
perſon: That the book. before mentioned was afterwards 
given up by the witneſs to the Sheriff; and the book being 
ſhown to him, he thinks, it the fame: That he cut up the 
leaves: That the witneſs firſt: mentioned the book to Mr. 
Muir: That there were two pamphlets i in Mr. Muir's poc- 
ket, Upon Mr. Muir's Interrogatory— depones, there was 
an intention of having this ſociety long before the witneſs 
ſaw him: that Mr. Wallace, at whoſe houſe there was an 
adjournment from the meeting as aforeſaid, was: an old ſer- 
vant of Mr. Muir's father, and Kirkintilloch is within four 
miles of Hunterſhill, his father” s houſe: That he did not 
recommend any other book than Henry's Hiſtory \ of Eng- 
land: That he told them all riot would be ruin to the cauſe, 
and recommended them to be conſtitutional and regular: 
That the people were to petition Parliament, and that there 
was no other way of getting a Reform. That on Paine 
being recommended i in the ſociety, Mr. Muir ſaid it was. 
foreign to the ſubject: that the witneſs having heard that, 
a Proclamation of the King was againſt that book, he was 
upon that account curious to ſee it, and be firſt : ſpoke of it 
to Mr. Muir. 
1 WILLIAM MUIR. 5 

When the oath was propoſed to be adminiſtered to this 
witneſs, he refuſed to ſwear, as being contrary to his re- 
5 principles. Being aſked what theſe principles were, 
de declared he was one of thoſe who are called the Moun- 
tain: That he had no objections to be examined: That he 


* 


„ ip 43 x | 
* would | tell the — truth, but ola; not wrong. 15 6 own. 
conſcience by. taking an oath, which he thought unlawful. 
The Court obſerved to him, that if he would not ſwear, 
55 ns other alternative remained to them, but to commit him 
to priſon; that there was no way by which he could ever 
obtain his liberation, and that his impriſonment would be 
a 10 perpetual. He replied, that he could not help it, and that 
| he knew the Lord Was 1 in Aae as wall as Pran 


any where , „ 


: which he anſwered, he did. He was then interrogated, if 
hie could point out any particular paſſage which taught 
him the unlawfulneſs of taking an oath. In order to re. 
move his ſeruples they quoted ſeveral paſſages from the 
Bible, but he ſtill adhered to his firſt declaration, ſayings. 
that he could not take the oath without deſerting his Pris | 
5 copies, which he was determined never to do. - 
The Log Apvocarz moved, that this perſon. mould be 
| committed to priſon for his contumacy, informed him there 
was no way by which he could ever be ſet, free; and, in 


8 
d 
r Phe Judges aſked him, if he helieved i in the Bible; 4 55 
; 
; 
F 


expreſs words, declared that his impriſonment would be e- : 


ternal. 
Mr. Mun —I 5 this teh to hs A good 5 ke. | 
entious man. Whether he be right or wrong in refuſing to 


duced as a witneſs by the Proſecutor againſt me. I have 
therefore the moſt material intereſt that he ſhould be ſworn, | 


dictates of his conſcience, I wave my right, and I will ad- 


to be as true as if it were, 
The Court obſerved, that neither they, nor 1 jury 


The law expreſsly required it, and it could not be diſpenſed 


ed in this matter alſo. 


15 is him to priſon, e they a no mode bye) 


but rather than he ſhould ſuffer for acting according to the 


could liſten to any evidence but what was given upon oath. 
with, and that the Proſecutor and Rate juſtice was concern- 


William Muir perſiſted in his RY The Court Bugs 5 
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take this oath, is not an object of my inquiry. He is ad- 


mit every word which he utters, enen not we as oathe 9 


GE RS 
Wat 


- 
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5 © , 
| ach; by the AE "of f 'Bootland; he could be.liberated. By 
the officers 85 N was oonducted to r 5 
F JOHN BROWN, „„ 
ep, That he was preſent at a RE at cpo, 
about the month of October or November laſt: That Mr. 
Muir and Mr. Buchanan both ſpoke at that meeting: That 
| he alſo was at a meeting in Kirkintilloch: That he does not 
underſtand theſe meetings were called by Mr. Muir: That 
he has bought Paine's book, but does not recollect whether 
he did ſo before or after the meeting: That he bought it 
8 e from curioſity, ſeeing the title in a window: That 
he does not remember, whether or not that book was men- 
tisnetbat the meeting: That he does not recolle& Mr. Muir 
mentioning - France: That the tenor of Mr. Muir's ſpeech 
was to inculcate upon them the neceſſity of ſobriety, to pur- 
- fue | conflifiitional meaſures, and to read conſtitutional 
books: That there were no books in the. meeting, and that 
at a converſation he heard Mr. Muir ſay, that Paine's book 
was not a conſtitutional book, and WORN? not do. 5 
| : | E F ISHER, | 
e was ſometime ſervant to Mr. Muir's | 
Father ; - me 3 about the time libelled, Mr. Muir was 
much buſied abgut reading and writing, but does not know 
the ſubjett : lat ſhe was ſent'to Mr. Mennons* with à meſ- 
lage from Mr Muir, and with a paper, which the thinks 
was entitled a Declaration of Rights, which had not been 
printed as he wanted, and to get it corrected. She ſaw 
at tliat time, a good many country people coming about 
Mr. Muir” s father's ſhop: That Mr. Muir has frequently 
ſaid to theſe country people, that Mr. Paine's book was a 
good book: That the has frequently bought this book for 
people in the ſhop, and that this was ſometimes at the de- 
fire of Mr. Muir, and ſometimes at that of theſe people. She 
| bought both the firſt and ſecond part of Paine, at different 
times, and -when ſhe returned with them, f ſhe ſometimes 


laid them on the table, and ſometimes gave them to the peo- 


| le, that tbe bou gut two different 2 5 at 1 times, 


* 4 - — 4 
* 


"Ta 


22 


"th 1 


for Manny Muir, Mr. Muir's uncle. She x Was . for 


à copy by by Atr. John Muir, hatter, but is not ſure whether 


or not ſhe got it. That John Muir was much preſſed upon by 
the Pannel to purchaſe the book : That, to the beſt of her 
remembrance, ſhe bought one for one Barclay: That the _ 

knows Mr. Muir's hair dreſſer Thomas Wilſon, and ſhe hass 
heard Mr. Muir adviſing him to buy Paine's Rights of Man, 
and to keep them in his ſhop to enlighten the people, as it 
confuted Mr. Burke entirely : She read this book herſelf, 
and got it in her maſter's houſe : That ſhe has ſeen one copy 
on fine paper, and one or two coarſe ones: That, to the 
beſt of her remembrance, ſhe has ſeen the Paiſley Declara- 
tion on Mr, Muir's table, and ſometimes in the dining 
room : That ſhe thinks ſhe has ſeen the Dialogue, in Mr. 
Muir's room, and has heard him read it; in preſence of his 
mother, ſiſter, and others, in his father's back ſhop : That 
Mr. Muir ſaid, it was very clever, and wrote by one Vil- 
new, one of the firſt wits in France: That ſhe does not re- 


member to have ſeen the Patriot: That ſhe thinks ſhe has 
| heard part of the Paiſley Declaration read by Mr. Muir in 


the ſaid back ſhop, in preſence of ſomebody, that being 
the. common place where he read theſe books : That ſhe 
has been ſent from the back ſhop upſtairs for ſome books: 
That ſhe does not recolle& whether he thus read theſe books 
on a market day; and that ſhe has known him read ſome 


French law books: That ſhe has heard him ſpeak about N 9 | 


Reform and members of Parliament : That if every bod 
had a vote, he would be made member for Calder ; tha 
members of Parliament were to have thirty or 150 | 
lings a-day ; and that, in that caſe, there would be none but 
honeſt men-to keep the Conſtitution clear : That ſhe has 
heard it ſaid, by Mr. Muir, that France was the moſt _ 
flouriſhing nation in the world; as they had aboliſhed ty- 


: ranny and got a free government; that ſhe heard him ſay the 


Conftitution of this country was very good, but that ma- 
ny abuſes had crept in which required a thorough Re- 
form: That the Courts of * required Reform alſo, for 


— 
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they got cheir money, 0 doing nothing but benen 


ſentence of death upon poor creatures; and that i it was an 
uſeleſs parade of their coming in to Glaſgow : That the 

recollects, about that time, of Mr. Muir being Council for 

two ſoldiers; at their trial ſhe heard him ſay, that he told 


the Judges and the Jury, as much as what they had to expect. 
Mr. Muir aroſe, and made a motion for the witneſs to 
withdraw. „ 

Mr. Mor then Gag, that the 8 ua oF the Lord "= 


cate was, in every reſpect, highly reprehenſihle. He has 


put a variety of queſtions to witneſſes, with regard to 
crimes of which am not accuſed. The indictment charges 


me with making ſeditious ſpeeches at Kirkintilloch and at 


Campſie, vilifying the Conſtitution and the King, and i in- 
flaming the minds of people to rebellion. It charges: me 
with diſtributing ſeditious books; and it ſpecifies that I 


| gave away Mr. Paine's Works, IE numbers of the Pa- 


triot, the Dialogue by Volney, betwixt the Governors and 
the Governed, the Paiſley Declaration of Rights, and of 


having read, in the Convention, the addreſs from the Socie- 
| ty 'of United Iriſhmen in Dublin. "The indictment charges 
nothing more, there is not a ſingle letter within its four 
corners which points out to me the charge of ſpeaking diſ- 
reſpectfully of Courts of Juſtice, tending, i in any manner, to 


excite the people againſt the adminiſtration of the law. Com- 
pared to a crime of this nature, the giving away to ſin gle in- 


mag dividuals, ſingle | copies of books and pamphlets, which may 


eſteemed ſeditious, is a trifle, light as air. If the public 


Proſecutor had evidence that I was. guilty of this crime, he 
was deficient in his duty to the public; i in not making i it an ar- 


ticle of accuſation. He ſhould have manfully, in the light, 


brought it forward againſt me, gue a fair iſſue betwixt 
us, and then I would have, defend 


could. But to attempt to ſteal it in as evidence in this way, 


to prove a crime which he durſt not openly libel, becaufe he 

Enew it could not be ſupported, merits the ſevereſt repro- 
_ bation. But what is the tendency of this little art? this 
| domeſtic and well tutored iy, is brought to prove words 


ed myſelf the beſt way 1 
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which may irritate your minds againſt me,---Yes, this is 
the artifice, this is its object, but your juſtice will render 
it ineffectual. You will feel the ſame contempt which I 
do. Let us paſs from that---T contend upon the great prin- 
| ciple of natural juſtice, upon the conſtitutional law of this 
country, that no perſon can be tried for a crime of which 
he has not been previouſly accufed. What is the purpoſe 
of an indictment, but to ſpecify the crimes which are to be 
proved, in order that the Pannel may have an opportunity 
to prepare his defence? Why is the indiment ſerved - 
upon him fifteen days before the trial, bnt to enable him 
to accompliſh this purpoſe? It is vain to ſay, that un- 
der the general charge of ſedition, every thing tending to 
prove it can be adduced, although not ſpecially mentioned. 
If this is now to be adopted as law, what portion remains to 
us of our national liberties is for ever torn away. Every 
thing is inſecure, an indictment will no lon ger be regarded, 
but asapieceof unmeaning paper. The unfortunate man who 
receives it may ſay, T am charged with robbery. I have 
many witneſſes to prove I did not perpetrate this crime, but 
what avails preparing a defence? Not a fin gle witneſs may 
perhaps be adduced againſt me for that offence. I may ne- 
ver hear a word of it in Court, but I may be inſtantly cal. 
led upon to defend myſelf againſt a charge of murder, of 
ſedition, or of high treaſon. In fhort, if, under the ſpeci- 
ous pretence of being allowed to introduce what is not ſpe :- 
_ cified in the libel to ſupport its generality, vou eſtabliſh a . 
precedent of this kind, you ſtrike the fatal blow againſt i in- 
dividual ſecurity, and of general ſafety. What has been 
called the criminal law of this country, its forms, its pre- 
cedents, and its principles, are for ever gone. It is vain 
to ſay that the ſtatute of James VI. allows this proceeding, 
That ſtatute is now obſolete. By the law of Scotland it has 
gone into diſuetude. It was enacted under a deſpotic reign, 
when the freedom of Scotland was trampled under the foot 
of power. It oppoſes every principle of juſtice; and will you, 
after the lapſe of ſo many years, deſcend into the grave, drag 
the peſtilential carcaſe, in order that it may poiſon the po- 
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15 Mitch! atmoſphire ?--One word more upon. 1 2 ſabject: 
The charge againſt me is ſedition. That crime, from its 
very nature, ſuppoſes, and, in fact, it has often happened, 
that it may be attended by rapine, and by murder. If, 
therefore, under the generality, you allow a charge of vi- 
lifying the Courts of Juſtice, which I neyer heard of before, 
vou muſt, by the ſame parity of reaſoning, allow a charge 
of plunder, equally unheard of, to be adduced as an ASrnvar 
5 tion of the general crime of ſedition. 

This queſtion is of little importance to the ee 
RY: 15 now ſtruggling for the liberties of his country. But 
the eyes of your children will be fixed upon this trial, and 
they will tremble and ſhudder at the precedent, I feel for 
the country, I feel for poſterity,---I will not ſanction the 
procedure which is to produce to Moths 4 ann: of injuſtice, 
of ruin, and of murder. 

LoRD ApvoATE ſaid.— Mr. 1 1s indified for the | 


1 crime of ſedition, and that crime may gonſiſt of many facts : 


and circumſtances, and of theſe the ſtrongeſt muſt be, felo- 
_niouſly and ſeditiouſly ſtirring up the inhabitants againſt a 
lawful King and @ good Conſtitution : That, to prove this, 
he was entitled to bring in evidence every word of any 
converſation which might have paſſed betwixt Mr. Muir 
and ignoragt. people; every paper, every fact, and every 
witneſs which could be got That no perſon ax, deny the 

relevancy. of the fact, vis. the abuſing and vilifying the 


Was Courts of Juſtice to be an aggravation of the crime of ſedi- 


* tion; it is that crime: of which the Pannel is accuſed, and 
he certainly would be permitted to bring forward every 
thing which could ſupport the charge. If it had been ne- 

| ceſſary to ſpecify, i in the indictment, all the facts againſt 


5 the Pannel, that indictment would have ee 28 its 


magnitude, the walls of that Court. 

M. Murk. --This is not the time to entertain your Lordſhips 
with frothy declamation, with ſounding, but unmeaning pe- 
riods. 1 pleaded upon juſt principles; every perſon here muſt 

ſee their ſtrength, and mult admit their truth. —-If theſe arg 


* 
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1 up, if theſe are violated, PROPERTY, and LI BER- | 


TV, and LIFE are inſecure. Once more; can the Lord 
Advocate himſelf ſay, that if he was to bring the general 
charge of murder againſt me, and ſhould ſpecify that I had 
murdered James, would he be allowed to prove, under the _ 
_ generality, that J had murdered John? Can there be any 
thing more plain, more juſt, and which requires leſs argu- 
ment than the fimple propoſition which I ſupport? That if 
you accuſe a man of a crime, you muſt tell him what that 
crime is, in order that he may be able to defend himſelf a- 


gainſt the accuſation. Particular acts muſt be ſpecified, in 


order that the Pannel may be able to prove, that either 
theſe acts in themſelves were innocent, or that he: was not 
acceſſary to them. If you deſtroy this propoſition, if you 


ſanction the reverſe, what remains to this country, but 11 
melancholy proſpect of ruin and of deſpair ? 
LoxpD Swrxrox was of opinion, that reflecting on Counts | 


| of Juſtice was included under the general . of We 
and that the objection was groundleſs. 


LonxDp DunsNNAN, concurred with Lord 4 100 


ed that the various circumſtances which * come 


. 
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out in evidence need not be ſpeciſiec. | 
| Lord ABERCROMBY could not entertain ah allet 


doubt of their being a neceſſity for ſpecifying in the libel, 
every ſeditious expreſſion that might have been uſed. 


| Lord JusTICE CLERK was clearly of opinion, that when 


one crime is charged, another, and a different one cannot 
be proved under that libel. This none could diſpute. But 
was that the caſe here? The Pannel is aceuſed of ſedition; 
and will any perſon ſay, that it is not a circumſtance. of ſe- 
dition for the Pannel to have inflamed the minds of the peo- 
| ple againſt Courts of Juſtite, ſo important, and ſo material 
a branch of the Conſtitution; Under the Statute of King 
James wherever art and part is libelled, the Proſecutor 
can prove every fact and eee a no . | 
"2 generality is admitted. 


The objection was over - ruled. The. witneſs. was 9 


\ 


T7 50 15 


. 1 v0 . That ſhe had heard Mr. Muir _— 5 
that a monarchical government would be the beſt in this 
country, under proper reſtrictions; but that republican go-— 
vernments were the beſt: That ſhe has been ſent by Mr. 
Muir to an organiſt in the en of iy and e 


kim to play ca ira. 


Mr. Muir was afked, if he had any 8 to 2 to 
this witneſs. He replied ; I diſdain to put a queſtion to a 


witneſs of this deſcription. The witneſs turned round to 
Mr. Muir, and ſaid ſhe wifhed to aſk him one queſtion. 


This the Lord Juſtice Clerk would not permit, as he would 
ſuffer no altercation of that kind, The Court exprefled 
_ their ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the terms which Mr. Muir 
had uſed; and Lord Henderland ſaid, that if Mr. Muir had 5 
been acting as a counſel at the bar, inſtead of being in that 


fituation, he would immediately have ſent him to priſon for it! 

The conduct and the ae ig e Wag much 3: 
plauded by the Court, 

As the witneſs Was 8 a Als called her 


back, and aſked her, if the had had any quarrel in Mr. 
Muir's father's family, to which ſhe replied, thatſo far from 
that, her miſtreſs had given her 5s. more than her wages, 


which were at her option, and that Mifs Muir, had given 
her a e, with ſome other preſents. 


THOMAS WILSON, _ 


„ e, * 


| GAR That tlie witneſs was in uſe to drefs Mr. Muir, | 
and dreſſed him in Autumn laſt : That Mr. Muir. having 
aſked the witneſs if he had bought Paine's Works; on be- 7 


ing told that he had not, he adviſed him to get a copy, as 


2 3 s ſhop was a good place to read, but he did not its | 


That he bought a copy of the Addreſs to the Addreſſors, 
50 kept it a day or two, but this was not by Mr. Muir's 


advice. That he remembers an old man from the country 
| coming to Mr. Muir, when he was dreſſing him, and Mr. 


Muir told the witneſs, that the old man was a great re- 


former. Upon which the old man . that Mr. wr | 


Was only MANTLE upon him, 


* 9 „ 
7 


. | 5 8 
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- Hoon being interrogated by Mr. Muir, de pones, char he 
| 1 heard Mr. Muir ſay, that he would maintain the Con- 
ſtitution: That he wiſhed for peace and good order, and | 
good morals among the people; and that he never heard 
him ſay any thing againſt the King: That he has ſeen Mr. 
 Muirs' Library in the GET which i is a large e 
to all the family. 4 
The LokD ADVoCATE ated to the Court that be was 
informed that William Muir, the perſon committed to pri- 
ſon, was a pariſhoner of the Rev. Mr. Dunn's miniſter vs. 
| Kirkintillooh, one of the witnefles incloſed againſt the 
Pannel. That if Mr. Dunn was allowed to converſe with 
him, he might remove his error, and preſerve him from 
ſuffering the dreadful puniſhment due to his obſtinacy, He 
therefore moved their Lordſhips to allow Mr. Dunn to 
_ eonyerſe with William Muir for the purpoſe. Es op 
Mr. Muir oppoſed the motion.---He ſaid, he had Srendis 
conſented, and would Kill conſent to admit the declaration 
of William Muir againft him to be true, although not ac- 
companied by an oath. To prevent the witneſs from ſufe © 
fering any puniſhment, he would ſurrender the right which 
the law gave him; but, that he certainly would object to 
converſation betwixt that witneſs .and Mr. Dunn: Not that 
he ſuſpected any thing improper to take place in that con- 
verſation, but that this was a great and important cauſe; 
a trial that might create precedents dangerous to thoſe who . 
might come after. By the law of Scotland all witneſſes 
muſt be examined apart from each other. The law is jea- 
lous of their converſation : The law dreads their colluſion, 
in framing together a conſiſtent ſtory. If, in this caſe, you 
allow Mr. Dunn and the witneſs, of both of whom I have 
no ſuſpicion, to converſe together, you cannot refuſe it to 
others. It will be ſufficient for two witneſſes, who may 
have an intereſt in a trial, to play the ſame concerted game, 
in order to tell the ſame concerted _— with more accura- 
cy, and with greater ſafety. 5 
The Lord Apyocare declared, that he would depart from 


) 


ET 


k Me. Dunn as A witteſs; and that the converfation cud Fa 


proceed "in the preſence of an officer of the court, or of 


ſome perſon on the part of Mr. Muir. 
Mr. Dunn was called in. He was ofdeted to erte 


0 with the witneſs in preſence of one of the macers; enjoined 
_ not to ſpeak on the ſubject of the trial, but Ty about the 
open 3 1 to take the oath, | 


JOHN MUIR, 
Ded. That he knew Mr. James Muir' 5 hows To 


that he ſaw Mr. Muir at his houſe in September: That Mr. 


Muir and he had 2 converſation about Mr. Paine's book; 


when he aſked Mr. Muir, as a favour, to get him it; when 
Mr. Muir ſaid, he had it not, but would ſend for it; and 


that a ſervant girl was accordingly ſent for it, and ſaid ſhe 


had purchaſed it at Braſh and Reid's, Bookſellers, in Glaſ- 
gore; that he read it and took, it home with him, but that 
be en not n en, it, if he could have aig the loan 


of it. THE = 


5 8 - Jon. BARCLAY, 
e That he i 1s ee e with Mr. 8 that he/ 


INF converſation with Mr. Muir about Paine? s book: That 


a 


7.6 OO: 


he aſked Mr. Muir what book i it was, when he anſwered, 8 
that he might buy it, if he choſe, as it was piped but 


| afterwards ſaid it was not a book for us. 


Upon Mr. Muir's interrogation, deponed, That be is an 
elder of the pariſh of Calder, and that he voted on the ſame. 
ſide with Mr. Muir, in the election of a miniſter; that, in 


| canſequence of this, he was frequently with Mr. Muir; and, 


ia his library, from which he borrowed ſome books; that 


| be had many converſations with Mr. Muir, and heard him 


lay. that this conſtitution was an excellent one, and the 


beſt in the world; that hel has heard him praiſe. the King, 
aud always heard him s of 8 regulator and obe- 
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B fince he came to ada. who ſenz down a meſlage chat he | 


"> — ; 


3 


1 


ould not fee him, as he would have no correſponden — 
with any who might be cited againſt him as witnelles' n 


this trial, until it was finiſhed. 
i JAMES CAMPBELL, 


| Deponed, that he was preſent at a meeting of the Gon- 
vention; that he called there on his way home from the 


Parliament Houſe; that Mr, Muir was not there, but came 


in ſoon after and read a paper, which, being ſhewn to him, 5 
he admitted to be the ſame with the Addreſs from the So- 


ciety of United Iriſhmen of Dublin; that Colonel Dalrym- 
ple oppoſed the paper being read, and talked of taking a 
proteſt ; that, after Mr. Muir read it, he ſaid nothing 


more; but, before he read it, he ſpoke of anſwering * 
but, in this, there was no vote taken; that he does not 
know how the paper came, and that a copy was afterwards ' 
| ſent him in a blank cover. Being interrogated whether the 
purport of Mr. Muir's ſpeeches approvedornot of this paper, 
fays, he knows nothing more than that he propoſed its be- 


2 


ing read and anſwered. Depones, That it was afſigned as - 
a reaſon for not receivin g the Addreſs, that they had no 
connection with it ; that Mr. Muir thought there was no 
impropriety in receiving and anſwerin 8 it, and would take 


the burden on his own ſhoulders, ; 


JAMES DENHOLM, „e eee 


f 


| Deponed, That he was preſent at a meeting of the Con- n 


velltion in December; that Mr. Muir yas there, and he 


heard him read that paper, called the Iriſb Adareſs : That 
objections were made to its being read, and Mr. Muir an- 


ſwered, that he ſaw no harm in it. Colonel Dalrymple 125 
proteſted, and he believes, Mr. Bell did ſo alſo; but he . 
does not remember Mr. Morthland being there; that he 
thought it poſſible it might be illegal; that he ſaw it on 
the table, but does not know whether Mr. Muir brought 


it or not; that he underſtood that Mr. Muir moved, that 
zu anſwer ſhould be ſeat ; that this was difſented 20, but 


1 


| . 143 for what 3 and he thinks that it 
_ eaxried, Not to be femt. The Addreſs being ſhewn tö 
him, he admitted it to be the fam Which he had ee : 


_. 

Being e by Mr. Muir; pb, That he 

; never heard him fay any thing unconſtitutional; that the 
purpoſe of the Aſſociation was to get a Reform in Parlia- 
ment; that he Knows of tio other object, but that he un- 


derſtood their object was an alteration, and that he was not 
a member of the Convention, PRE 


ROBERT FORSYTH, WS.” 
„ ee That he was preſent at à meeting of the Con- 5 
vention; that Mr. Muir was there, and read a printed pa- 
per; that there were ſome objections made to the reading 
of i it; that the witneſs himſelf made one, which was, That 
it was not expedieit to haye any connection with others; 
that it was a paper which we ought not to have any thing to 
do with z that it was a paper containing ſome expreſſions 
too ſtrong, ſuch as, an inviolable conſtitution was a ty- 
ranny,' that Mr, Muir defended the paper, and ſaid, it 
0 lie upon the table. 
Upon Mr. Muir“ 8 interrogatories, the Sa: Fwd 4 thinks the 
» Convention came to a reſolution to adhere to the genuine. 
_ »privoiples of the Conſtitution ; that the object was to re- 
| ee the elections, and ſhorten the duration of Parliament; 
That Mr. Muir never adviſed any deviation, from the 
| +c0pfticution ; ; that he never heard him ſpeak ill of the | 
e but that he heard him adviſe order. CES 


nn - WILLIAM MUIR, 


il. The le of this witnefs having been Sees; he 
vas brought to the bar, and conſented to take the . 
Deponed, That he was twice preſent in Wallace's houſe in 
Kirkintilloch, once before the ſociety was formed, and once 
"Hong with Mr. Muir; that Freeland was there, and Wal- 
ace; that, at this meeting, a copy of Paine's Works was 
taken out vf the great coat pocket of Mr. Muir; that he 


ot 
2 
* 


9 


5 


1 5 1 


. Loos not remember what was ſaid about; thee! hook ; that , 
che is not ſure that Mr. Muir ſpoke of the will of the : peo ; 
ple being the ſovereign will, but that it was ſaid Paine ſail 
Io; that he got eleven copies of the Patriot, and 2 copy of 
the Political Progreſs ; that he got them from Mr. Muir 
in his father's houſe, at Hunterſhill, who bade him keep 
them, and to ſhew them to a ſociety he was in, which was 
a ſociety for the purpoſe of purchaſing and reading books. 
- Being interrogated by Mr. Muir ; depones, That: he 
does not remember to have heard him ſpeak againſt govern- 
ment; that Mr. Muir did not adviſe unconſtitutional mea- 
{ures ; that he heard him ſpeak. about the government ; ; 
that he heard him tell how Sarum was repreſented. _ * 
The Lord Advocate cauſed the ſentence of fugitation 
againſt Mr. Muir to be read, [which is annexed in the Ap- 
pendix] and afterwards propoſed to prove the Declara- 
tions before the Sheriff, and the papers that were found 
upon Mr. Muir when before the 'magiſtrate at Stranraer. 
In order to ſave time and trouble, Mr. Muir agreed to ad- 
mit them without proof, but under this expreſs: condition, 
that none of theſe papers ſhould be uſed i in a N 
him of any criminalty. | | 
If theſe papers, ſaid Mr. Muir, k had afforded 49 * 
diſcoveries of my guilt, the Indictment ſhould have ſo ſta- 
ted. It was impoſſible that theſe papers could aſſurd the 
ſmalleſt preſumption againſt me, and therefore ther is not 
a ſingle article of the Indictment alledged that they were o 
' a culpable tendency. It is indeed aſſerted in the libel, that 


' theſe papers were found upon me; but that they are of a f-. 


| lonious or a ſeditious tendency, is no where ſet forth. In 
the concluding propoſition of the Indictment, in which the 3 
whole criminal charge is recapitulated, theſe papers are 
paſſed over in filence. In ae of this N me to 
read the coneluſion | 

AT LEAST, times 51 ee above mentioned, the 
* ſaid ſeditious ſpeeches and harangues. were uttered, the 
$8, Taid ſeditious books or pamphlets nen, to be 
| =y 7 


13 


4 purchaſed and peruſed, the ſaid ſeditious books or pam- 
& phlets circulated and diſtributed, as aforeſaid, and the 
« ſaid wicked and inflammatory addreſs produced, read, 


c recommended; and a pproved of, in manner above men- 


< tioned ; and the ſaid Thomas Muir is guilty actor, or art 
* and part, of all and each, or one or other of the foreſaid 
„ erimes-. ALE WHICH, or part thereof, being found 
„proven, by the verdict of an aflize, before our Lord Juf- 


< tice General, Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lords Commiſſion- 


4 ers of Juſtieiary, in a Court of Juſticiary to be holden 
< by them within the Criminal Court-houſe of Edinburgh, 


the ſaid Thomas Muir OUGHT to be puniſhed with the 
«6 pains: of law, to deter others from committing the like 


« crimes in all time eoming. - 


The Lord Advocate in reply Gated, that he was entleul- 3 
5 to bring foreward every cireumſtance which could cri- 
minate the Pannel, although theſe circumſtances were yy 


collateral, nor in iſſue or neceſſary in the concluſion. 


e Clerk of Court accordingly read, the declarations, the 5 
Pei ports, and the Sher pnperſu which are ada in the | 


appendix. ] Teh LG gs 


|; When the. Clerk af. Conte We to ni the . 5 
ſigned J. Muir, the Pannel aroſe, and ſaid; That he ſaw it 
Was vain for him to make any objection, however ſtrong 
it might be in law, it was ſure to be over- ruled; but every. 
mind tinctured with humanity, would ſhrink at the wanton . 
| diſcloſure of the anxiety, and the grief of a. private family; 
eſpecially when the Proſecutor had himſelf admitted, that 
the papers which he had read and propoſed to read, were 


4 not neceſſary to the concluſion of the libel. 


Ihe Lord ApvocArE ſtated, that his conduct proceeded | 


from. no idle curioſity, that the letters found upon Mr. 
Muir would completely do away the aſſertion of his anxie- 


ty to return home, and DIE, he guilt Aenne his 


| Hs 3 
I am 3 {aid Mr. Muir, of che: 5 1 3 


join iſſue with the Proſecutor, and. e to theſe letters. 85 


being read. 


RD En RED . 


T 


1 1 1 
After the papers ſubjoined in the Appendix, had been 
read, the Lord Advocate deelared the proof finiſhed on the 
part of the Crown, and & Mr. Muir commenced his en in * ; 


eee os | : ST; 


9 


Py 


PROOF IN EXCULPATION: 5 
WILLIAM SKIRVING, „ 


ov 


e That it was thought proper t Mr. Muir 
| hould attend a meeting of the Friends of the People in Lon- 
don; that on this account he left Edinburgh, and went to 
London in January laſt; that he received a letter from Mr. 
Muir, dated from London, mentioning that he had appeared 
in the Society at London, of which Mr. Grey is a member, 
and giving an account of what had been done there; that 

owing to ſome late circumſtances which occurred'in his fa- 
mily he cannot at prefent find Mr. Muir's letter, but that, 
according to the beſt of his recollection, he thinks, Mr. 
Muir wrote him, he was advifed by ſome friends to go to 


France, as he might have ſome inffuence with tlie leading . 


people, in mitigating the fate of the King; that while Mr: = 
Muir was at Paris, he received a letter from him, fig 
an account of the execution, and that Mr. Muir mieükiönee en 85 
in that letter, that he would return as ſoon as his friefi ends” : 
ſhould be of opinion his preſence was neceſſary i in Scotlanck ; 
that he has been frequently with Mr. Muir in private, and 
has often heard him fpeak in public, in the Societies; that 
he never heard him ſpeak againſt the conſtitution, adviſeh 
the people to diſorder or ſedition, but that he always e 14 
cated upon them, that there was no other mode of obtain- 
ing the propoſed reform than by applying to Parliament by 
reſpectful petitions; and that Mr. Muir never fubmitted to 
his condideration any plan of government; that the general 
tenor of Mr. Muir's Addreſs to the People in the Societies, *. 


a? > 


* 


to find the 


was to impreſs upon their minds the neceſſity of good or- 
der, and that before they attempted public Reformation they 
hould begin by reforming themſelves; that he does not be- 
lieve Mr.] Muir is connected with any Society, abroad or 
at home, for the purpoſe of exciting ſedition ; that he never 
heard Mr. Muir ſpeak againſt the monarchical part of our 


conſtitution, and that he has been in his company in his 


moſt unguarded moments; that he remembers a private 
converſation with Mr. Muir, in which he diſapproved of 
many of the principles in Paine's book, and both agreed 
that many of them were impracticable; that he was happy 
Pinnel of this opinion, and he then told the Pan- 
nel, that he had written on the fubject, and propoſed to give 
lectures on government; that Mr. Muir approved ſo much 
of the propoſal, that he informed him that, for Nene, * 
would diſpoſe of eighty or a hundred tickets. 
Upon the interrogation of the Lord Advocate, if 1 — 
not the perſon who had deſigned himſelf, on a late occafion 


Secretary General to the Aſſociation of the Friends of the 


People :- anſwered, That it was a mere miſtake in writing 
out the Petition, for he was Secretary to-the nn Aſ- 
Jociation of the F riends of the People... 
- Being interrogated by Mr. Muir, if h. eee the 
tenor of the anſwer which he propoſed 3 in the Conven- 
- tion to the Addreſs of the Society of United Irimmen i in 
mani, depones, That he cannot recolledtde. 


R JAMES CAMPBELL, 


45 — That in the beginning: of laft . gg ated 
agent for Mr. Muir; that while the Pannel was in 
F, rance, he received from him two letters from Paris, which 
he produced, and likewiſe had receiyed another from Ca- 
lais, upon which at . preſent, he could not lay his hands. 
"Theſe two letters were read by the Clerk. of Court, and are 
ſubjoined in the appendix. They expreſſed Mr. Muir's wil- 
lingneſs to return home whenever it ſhould be neceſſary, but 
at the ſame time his dcr for ſo ſoon leaving a an amiable fet 


— 
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EN | 
of 3 with W his ee was ju e com- 


| mencing. 


Upon the N 8 Un 3 That be. 
never heard him attempt to excite the people of the Socie - 
ties to ſedition or outrage ; that he exhorted them to avoid 
riotous conduct, to behave 5 peaceably, and, above 
all, to attend to the moral characters of thoſe whom they ad- 
mitted members; that he alſo remembers Mr. Muir's opi- 
nion of Mr. Paine's book was, that it OT > be N 
2a people of weak minds, | - 


JOHN BUCHANAN, 


3 That he has often heard Mr. Muir peak i in 
che Societies; that he never adviſed ſedition, riot, inſur- 


| rection, nor unconſtitutional meaſures, but, that they 
mould act peaceably and orderly ; that he ſaid, the conſtitu- 
tion ought to direct all their applications to Parliament; and, 


that he uſed to ſay in converſation, that the conſtitution 


oughtt to be to us the polar ſtar, and that we ſhould begin 


our Reformation by firſt erecting among ourſelves the tem- 
ple of morality; that he had more ſenſe than to think of pro- 


curing a redreſs of grievances by any other than conſtitu- 


tional meaſures 3% 0d that he does not remember of hearing 
him give uy opinion upon Paine 8 books. 


* 
* 


WILLIAM JOHNSTONE, // 
Dia, That the principles of Mr. Muir weve Linde 


for ſupporting the conſtitution as it ſtood at preſent ; and 


that all the other pinciples, held by him, grew out of this 


one; that Mr. Muir never advifed tumult, but recommend+ 


ed ſobriety, and ſaid, that nothing would do but an appli- 


cation to Parliament by way of a Petition; that it is incon- 


fiſtent with his knowledge that Mr. Muir circulated any 
books or pamphlets ; that while Mr. Muir was in France, he 
received from him one or two letters upon general ſubjects; 


but that he remembers Mr. Muir expreſſed in them his in- 


tention of returning home; that he had ſought for e 
letters but could! not lay his hand e them | 


— 


1-4 66: 71 | 


MAURICE THOMSON, 


ab That he once heard Mr. Muir i in a g of ; 
the Friends of the People deliver a ſpeech, but does not re- 


member much of i it ; that he heard him ſpeak about reform, 
meaſures which were conſtitutional, and the neceſfity of 


being moderate; and never r heard him adviſe the people to 


| excite diſturbances. 


"> 


| CHARLES, SALTER, 


| 8 That 3 in ſocieties he has heard Mr, Muir ſpeak 
three or four times; that he exhorted them to conſtitution- 
al , . and a | 


3 That 55 och RT the Pannel ſpeak in 2 * 


ties, and impreſs upon them the neceſſity of petitioning the 
| Houſe of Commons; that he never heard him ſpeak againſt 

the King or Houſe of Lords; that he never ſaw him dif- 
tribute any books or pamphlets ; and thatſhe heard him ſay; 
no members ſhould be admitted 1 into Fe ſocieties Ty were 
; inclined to faction. | | 


DAI D DALE, 


Depones, That he has ſeen Mr. Nui at the Star * at 
Glaſgow, 1n meetin gs of the Friends of the People; that 
de remembers a motion was made, that books fhonld be 
recommended to the ſociety; tha: this motion was oppoſed 
by Mr. Muir, who argued. that moſt books were written 
too much in the ſpirit of party; that no truth could be got 
from them, and that the only way to procure knowled ige 
was by general reading ; ; that he adviſed the people to in- 
form themfeves on both ſides of the queſtionʒ . to ſeek re- 
form by meaſures calm and conſtitutional; and that they 
had no other mode of obtaining it than by petitioning Pa 
liament; that he never heard him ſay any thing which had 
2 tendency to excite {edition ; and that he always ad wiſed 
the ppt to be __ and N 15 chat he never knew of 


2 
. w—_ * n 


67 1 
bis aiftributing books, or recommending Paine's Works; 
and that he adviſed the Friends of the People to expel any 


member who might behave ſeditioufly or diſorderly. -- 
Being interrogated by the Lord Advocate, depones, That 


it was at a meeting of the Friends of the People, at the 
Star Inn, that he heard Mr. Muir oppoſe the recommend - 
ing of particular books; that he does not recolle& the a | 


ticular month when this occured. 


Being interrogated, if he recollects lian Mr. Muir was. . 


5 fiſt apprehended, depones, he could not preciſely. Being 
aſked, if he thought it was in the month of January, or in 


any of the ſucceeding months ; depones, he could not be 
poſitive, but thinks he might haye heard it about five 
months ago. Upon which the Proſecutor obſerved, he had 


a very thort memory; to which the witneſs afſented. 


2. 
N 


| WILLIAM RIDD ELI, 5 
Beben That Mr. Muir always adviſed n bs 


conſtitutional meaſures; that he does not remember of 


hearing him recommend any books in particular; that he 
never ſaw any diſorder in the meetings of the Friends of 
the People, and * he does not recollect * . 8 1 


arne REID, 3 


4 


"ths: That he is a bookſeller in Glaſgow, wack abe 
in the company under the firm of Braſh and Reid ; chat he 
remembers to have aſked Mr. Muir's opinion about the 
propriety of ſelling Paine's book; that Mr. Muir ſaid it 
was an improper book, and that in in it there n 


be danger. 


Upon the W rents of the a e that 
Mr. Muir gave him this advice a few days before Mr. Ho- 


neymen, the ſheriff of the e came to 1 5 been, 


tions concerning that book. 


H . f 
* 2 
5 . 


IOW — . — _ — * 
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1 555 | GEORGE WADDEL, Wh 5 . 
a That he has been at meetings af the Societies 


of the Friends of the People in Slafgow; ; that at one of 


theſe meetings, he remembers Col. M*Leod and Mr. Muir 


being preſent ; that when motion was' made for recom- 


mending particular books, both Col. MTLeod and Mr. Muir 


oppoſed it, as. in moſt books there was too great a mixture 


of truth and falſchood ; that the only books which he re- 


members them to have recommended, were, Blackſtone's 


Commentaries upon the Laws of England, and Erſkine's 
inſtitutes of the Laws of Scotland; that Mr. Muir adviſed 
moderate meaſures ; that this was the continual ſubje& of 


his difcourſe; that he ſaid he would glory to have the table 
of the Houſe of Commotis covered with petitions; that he 


fpoke to Mr. Muir about an addreſs of congratulation to 
the F rench, in imitation of Dundee, but that Mr. Muir dic. 
ipproved of it. 


8 Alter this Witweſs bad rn at che common queſſion 


was put to him, if any perſon had inſtructed him what to 
ſay, He anfwered ; None, except to tell the truth. Being 
aſked who inſtructed him ſo. He replied, he could point 
out no perſon. i in particular, but that it was the general ad- 
vice of all to whom he ſpoke. He was obliged to produce 
His ſurmons to be a witneſs, and it appeared that the cita- 


tion had been given him four days only before his examina- 
tion. He Was informed by the Court, that any who ſpoke 
to him, muſt have done ſo in the interval of theſe four days, 
8 and that therefore it was impoſſible that he could forget all 


their names. The witneſs replied, that the general inftruc- 
tion to ſpeal the truth was ſo common, that he could not re- 
member at preſent, any particular perſon who had 


AST 


en it. 


The LoRD ADVOCATE moved, That the witneſs ſhould be be 


committed to priſon for prevarication ! f 1 
Mr. Muir aroſe, and attenpted to ſpeak 3 in de: Mee of 


4 a wth 


ak 
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: 5 FO TT but as he Was 1 was 1 by 


the Court, who commanded him to ſit down, as he had. no 


right | or title to interfere i in the buſineſs. | 


Loxp HENDERLAYn gave his opinion: PEE appearange 
was againſt the witneſs ; that he wiſhed to conceal the truth; 


that he merited pyniſhment, and ſhould be committed to TY 


priſon for a certain period. 

The reſt of the Judges 9 with Lord Hedderland? | 
and Mr. Ruſſel was committed to priſon for the term of | 
three weeks, as guilty of concealing the truth upon oath, 


5 © 
4 i: 


JOHN BROCK, | 2 5004 

Bans: That he was at one meeting = the 8 a of-. 
the People, 1 1n the Star Inn at Glaſgow, where he heard Mr. 7 
Muir recommend adherence. to the Conſtitution, and to 


_ good order, and that he declared, he would leave the Friends 
of the People, if ever they ſhould proceed to riotous mea- 
ſures ; that he has heard him ſpeak | of books of the Law, 
but cannot be poſitive to any in particular, only, he thinks 


he e to have heard him 1 mention 2 york of N, 


cke's „ | CIP | ; 
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wn LIAM CL ID D ESDALE, 570 

Da That he never joined himſelf to any Soviewys of 
ih Friends of the People, but that he is a member of the 
Society in Glaſgow, for the Reform of the Boroughs ; that 
about the 1 3th December laſt Mr. Muir, when the witneſs 


was preſent, viſited that Society, ſaid. that the Borough Re. | 
formers had made great exertions; recommended to them 


perſeverance, firmneſs, and meaſures which were peaceable; ; 
that he did not exhort them to riot or inſurrection; that he 


remembers of hearing Mr, Muir obſerve, that ſome. things 


in Paine's book were extremely good, and ſomethings im 
prae Table; that he heard him run down Liberty and Equa- | 
lity, as it implied violation of Property, and aſſigned, that 


on af e WY: a 1 which e 9. 


— 


tn 


\ GEORGE BELL, 


{OR That in the Society of the Friends of the I. 
ple at Glaſgow, he has heard Mr. Muir ſpeak, and that he 
| has heard him declare that, he would admit no members i In- - 
to the ſociety, but ſuch as acknowledged the King, Houſe 
of Lords, and Houſe of Commons; that he neyer heard him 

ſpeak againſt the Conſtitution, and that he did not recom- 
mend any books in particular, but only ſuch books in gene- 

ral as would inform their minds, and render them better 

members of Society. x 


RE. DANIEL M* CARTHUR, 


' Depones, That he remembers to have had a converſation 
with Mr. Muir in the Coffee Room at Glaſgow, in the 
months of September or October laſt; that he ſaw Mr. Muir 


And d another gentleman walking together ; the gentleman 8 


having gone away, Mr. Muir came up to the witneſs, and 


aid, that the perſon with whom he had been, was Chair- 


man of the Society of the Friends of the People in Edin- 
burgh; that the witneſs ſaid to Mr. Muir, Do you not think 
this a wrong t time for to inſiſt for a Reform in Parliament! ? 
To which Mr. Muir anſwered, That he thought it a proper. 
time, as the country enjoyed. the bleflings of peace, that 
there was no compariſon betwixt this country and France; 
that in France, theyſhad ſought a revolution, and had brought 
it about, but that in Britain we wanted no Reyolution, but 
vel” 2 moderate Reform. > 


| JAMES M*GIBBON, 


een, That he was a member of the 0 of Re. 
form 3 in Campſie ; that Mr. Muir came there, and that he 


dd not recominend any books in particular, nor did he ſpeak | 
+ rag the King, Houſe of Lords, or Houſe we Com 10 8. 


I ROBERT HENRY, +. 
| Depanes That he is a member of the ſame bee with | 


Cy 


— the preceding witneſs ; ; that Mr. Muir came Ou ITE that he 
| ſpoke of no books in particular, and heard him ſay nothing 
againſt the King, Lords, and Commons, wert that 5 25 re- 


8 eemmmendod peaceable meaſures. 5 : 


OM WILLIAM ORR, 


88 That Mr. Muir and Colonel Dalrymple ED, 
to Paiſley ; that in the company of the witneſs they viſited, 
and addrefled the different ſocietis of the Friends of the 
People there; that Mr. Muir, in his ſpeeches, inculcated 
a firm attachment to the King and Conſtitution; that he 
tecommended peace and regularity, and reprobated riot and 
ſedition ; that he exhorted the people to be Ready, and to 
purſue their object by all legal means; that after having 
gone through the different ſocieties, Mr. Muir, Colonel 
_ Dalrymple, and the witneſs, went to Sinclair's Inn, in 
Paiſley; that in the courſe of private converſation, he 
heard Mr. Muir fay nothing againſt the King and Conftitu- 
tion, but that he 1 8 him ſay, that the FONG was the beſt 
of of | 


JAMES CRAIG, 


| e That 3 in the ſocieties of the Friends of the Peo- 

| 555 in Paiſley, he heard Mr. Muir declare, that the Con- 
| Nitution was a good conſtitution, and that the King was che 

friend and gs of his pevhie. | 


JAMES RICHARDSON, 


Depart That he is a monitor of the ſame ſociety of 
the Friends of the People in London of which Mr. Grey is 
0 member; that he is not a member of any ſociety of the 
F riends of the People in Scotland, but that he was preſent | 
at a meeting of the Friends of the People i in Glaſgow, when 
he heard Mr. Muir exhort the people to keep by the Con- 
| ſtitution, and that if any of them were againſt it, they 
mould be expelled; that in a maſterly manner, he Pep | 
liberty and Equality if it implied diviſion of property, and 


KE 


chat he aid much a TIE was totally Tablets and . 
uſed every argument to excite the F to Keep. to the 
Old Conſtitution. | 
Mr. Mvis now ates: That he had — che RE 
10 exculpation ; that it was in his power to adduce many 
more 2 5 1 0 ou that he deemed it ny ace 


* 


KY Lozp Apvocars. Foe roſe and addreſſed the e Jury, 1 
| Gentlemen of the Fury, 


It is my duty, now, to require your ma attentive and 
eee conſideration of what you have heard. The mo- 
ment is come, when the truth or falſehood of what is laid 
to the charge of the Pannel at the bar, is to be aſcertained. 
He i is a man, who, under the pretext « of a reform, as I ſhall 
afterwards ſhew you, has been ſowing miſchief and ſedition; . 
be appears here before you, after being à fugitive from his 
country; and it is now that by your verdict, a yerdi& 
which is uncontroulable, and from which there is no ap- 
peal, his guilt muſt be eſtabliſhed, or the imputation 
thrown out againſt him, completely wiped away. It is a 
moment which I have long wiſhed to ſee; ; for during the 
gireumſtances which occurred laſt winter, among the nu- 
merous lift of offenders who appeared, this is the man who 

% them all appeared to me the. moſt criminal, and whom 
F moſt wiſhed to lay hold of; he in every thing betrays a 
moſt decided ſpirit againſt the W ae and all under 
the veil of Parliamentary Reform, _ 

This country has ſeen many inftances of pernicious ef. 
fects of ſeditious writings and conduct, but I am perſuaded 
2 wider range of diabolical miſchief will appear in this man, 
than ever was ſeen in England, or any where elſe. Who 
could believe that a man of a liberal education, an Advo- 
. cate at this bar, could be found among villagers, and ma- 
nufacturers, poor and ignorant, for the . of ſowing 
ſedition and diſcontent? 5 

, 88 in the Panmel are divided into hree 


67 1 


heads, all centering; however, in the general charge of && 


eiting ſedition and diſcontent, by various ſteps of conduct. 


He has circulated Paine's Works, a book which one of his 


witneſſes ſays, he declared to be dangerous to weak minds, 


with an obſtinacy and pertinacity, which plainly. indicate 


that "his wiſh was to alter or overturn the Conſtitution. 


He went to Kirkintilloch and Campſie, carrying Mr. Paine 5 
with him, and adviſed the conſtituting of meetings, which, 
without him, would never have been eſtabliſned; he came 
like the dæmon of edition, recommending that club go- 
vernment, which has produced all the anarchy we ſee in 
France, and which cannot be W e in uy well eſta- 
bliſned government. 


He has been in a convention of e calling thatnfelved: 


Reformers ; ; but the ſpirit of the people ſhewed itſelf, and 


it no longer exiſts : he in that meeting endeavoured to ſup- | 
port and defend a paper coming from our fiſter kingdom > 
Tt came from the Society of United Iriſhmen, highly ſedi- 


tious, if not treaſonable; and yet he was the eee, to 


produce, to read, and approve. | | * 

Theſe three charges, then, Gel which: unis 
themſelves in one, that of exciting diſcontent againſt Go- 
vernment, have been brought with deliberation ; and, it is 
now my duty to ſhew md have been eſtabliſhed 10 the 


evidence. 


I with to have the opinion * A relpectable Jury: on. * 
ſubject. Whether ſedition is a crime of the deteſtable na- 


ture 1 repreſent it? I bring forward the arm of juſtice to 


ſuppreſs it; and it is in your mn to invigorate Ft or 


palſy it in a moment. 


Gentlemen, as the charges are threefold, the evidence = 


muſt be of three kinds. I ſhall ſpeak of each in their order, 


and I muſt ſay, that if ever a ſtrong body of evidence 99 5 


peared in a difficult caſe, it is to be ſeen here. 


The firſt charge is, making ſeditious ſpeeches 4 Ave: 


rangues, and encouraging improper meetings. To ſupport 
OO we find that he went to Kirkintilloch and u 


t 1 1 


iba. a ed improper dublicntions. to enlighten thei: 
minds; but in this he does not appear to have been very 
ſucceſsful; if we take the Vice Preſident as an example of 
| their influence. The evidence here reſts chiefly on Jobn- 
Aon and Freeland, particularly Johnſton; and we ſhould re- 
mark the mode in which he gave his evidence, he was calm; 
 aceutate, and clear; He and Freeland agree that the Pan- 
nel ſpoke of the ſucceſs of the F rench arms: With what 
motive could he diſcourſe on ſuch a ſubject to weak, unin- 
formed, illiterate people, but to fulfil his ſeditious inten- 
tions? He talked of the weight of taxes. Gentlemen, we 
may ſee theſe burdens lightened; but if this gentleman's 
mode of doing it were to go on, what ſort of relief we 
ſhould have by the diminution of our taxes and the pay- 
ment of our debt, are topics of which you will judge as you 
ought to do. He ſaid that their taxes would be leſs, if 
they were more equally repreſented, and that from the 
Houriſhing ſtate of France, they could not bring their goods 
to market ſo cheap as Freuchmen. What could poſſibly be 
- more calculated to produce diſcontent and ſedition ? Had 
ſuch ſotieties previouſly exiſted, the caſe would have been 
different; but he appears as the ringleader, he was there 
dn the Tueſday preceding, converſing about it; he came 
to the meeting and harangued them; be adjourned with 
Them afterwards to Wallace's : Can any evidence be more 
_"Eoniiedted or more clear that he was the main inſtrument ? 
The ſecond-charge is the circulating ſeditious books, con- 

© - taining the paſſages libelled in the indictment, which you 
may read, Freeland is again an evidence here; and I muſt 
obſerve, that it appears to be douhtful, whether he told 
all he knew; from his face he plainly prevaricated; and, 
when cloſely queſtioned, the ſweat broke upon it. He 
told you the ſtoryof getting Paine's book out of Muir's poc- 
ket. I may here obſerve, that ſuch a mode of circulating 
a book is that which a man in his ſituation will naturally 
adopt; he will not go on openly, but privately, and under 
various pretexts; by his fruits muſt you know him; you 


r 
muſt compare his actions with his nenen then 


judge. ow 
We have eta of bis eme a fries the 


5 Paiſley Declaration and other books, which go to prove he 


is tainted from head to foot, and is as unworthy to live 
under the protection of the law as the meaneſt felon,” 
Lou would obſerve: his conduct, Gentlemen, on Anne 
Fiſher leaving the foot of the table. What can be laid to 
her charge? her evidence was clear and correct, and was 
founded on the beſt baſis, her's being confirmed by the teſti- 
mony of others. But what was his conduct? the only 
thing, indeed, which he could do, —an endeavour to ſhake 
her teſtimony by an illiberal and unfounded infinuation, 
that we procured our information only from domeſties. 
To what then amounts her teſtimony, which ſtands be- 

Fond a doubt: That ſhe was ſent repeatedly from het maſ-! 
ter's houſe, the Pannel's father, who I underſtand i is a Teſ., 
pectable man; far be it from me to attach any inalitx 


to him; the Pannel has the miſerable reflexion-that the 3 


_ diſtrefſes which have embittEred the lives of his parents 
have been brought on by himſelf that ſhe was ſent res) 
peatedly to buy Paine and other works for country people: 
that came into the ſhop, who by this man's perſuaſion muſt 
out with their miſerable fixpence to purchaſe Paine's Rights 
Man; that he uſed conſtantly to be reading ſeditious 
publications in the back ſhop.—It was there, in that calls. 
dral of ſedition, he ſat like a e N his filthy 9 | 
do catch the unwary. 
The witneſs ſpceifies the people to whom he . 
Paine's book — his own uncle, John Muir the hatter, Bar- 
clay the elder, and Wilſon the barber, I have produced 
all of them in ſupport of the girl, except the uncle, whom 
I declined making evidence againft his nephew. He ad- 
viſed Wilſon, who completely ſupported the girl in this, 
to keep a copy in his ſhop to enlighten his cuſtomers minds; 
for that it confated Burke entirely,---Mr. Burke, à man 


| 12015 ate talents and genius have lately OE ſo mak 


exerted in the ſervice of his country, 
From theſe circumſtances I have only to 1 you to 
look at Paine's book, at the paſſages in the indictment; 


| and if you are loyal to your King, if you are loyal to your 


country, and would preſerve it, you will find this man 


guilty, who has given ſo decided an opinion in favour of 
that wretched outcaſt. His works I never read. till my of. 
fieial duty compelled me to it; I need not give my opinion 
of it; the determinations of courts of law, and the unani- 
mous opinion of the country, have marked the deteſtation 


in which they are held. | 
Hs > here read ſore of the dagen in the i in- 


ditment.]- 

What . 1 Gentlemen, all = 2 3 = at- 
dk to the king and conſtitution, when he unequivo- 
cally approves ſentiments ſuch as theſe ? We are told, in- 

deed, by one of his witneſſes, that he adviſed him not to 
ſell Paine; but unfertunately the anſwer given to the queſ- 

tion put to him upon his croſs' examination, proves that 
they were not his real ſentiments, but for fear of danger, | 

28 the book began to be taken notice of. 5 
We find from the evidence of the girl F imer, that the ; 
very organiſt could not paſs the houſe of this oracle of mak. 

chief, without being defired to play ga ira. Sh 

He uſed to ſay too, that, if every man had a ak: hs. 

would be member for Calder, and members would have 

thirty or forty ſhillings a-day. All theſe circumſtances go 
to prove inconteſtibly, that France and French principles 
were continually in his view, and that he aimed at the deſ- 
truction of the preſent government; with reſpect to which, 

however, I hope his prophecies will be as falſe, as they 
have already n, in ee to the fucceſs of the 

French. „ 8 | 

1 may here ee chat ihe, con of Fiſher —— 
in a trifliug ajitagoe to be contradicted by the elder Bar- 


3. Us RS. 
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dlay; but you ſhould remember the ſalvo with which that 

old gentleman choſe to premiſe his evidence. 

Is come now to the third charge, which relates to Mr. 
Muir's conduct in the Convention. It is here inconteſtibly 
proved, that he read, approved, and defended, the Irilh . 
Addreſs. Will you approve this paper? Will you diſre- 

gard this convincing proof of his guilt? Be his ftudies ever 

fo great, be his views ever ſo extenſive, will you permit 
him arrogantly to ſet up his ſeditious opinions in oppoſition 
to the government and conſtituion ? His conduct in ſome 
inſtances would almoſt appear to be marked with inſanity, 
were we not finding him the determined . in an 

uniform ſcheme of ſedition. 8 

This, Gentlemen, finiſhes my remarks u pon the evi- 

8 1 ; upon the evidenee which I think is invincible ; but 
there are two topics on which I muſt 1 0 to > make ſome. ob- ; 
ſervations, i 
Mr. Muir told us, that he Was 1 out of 5 COU: 

try by buſineſs of importance, and that he was detained in 

France; and that he always wiſhed to have a trial. I could 
have no objections to bis proving this: It would have ar- 

gued ſome degree of honour. But his profeſſions are falſe: 

and confuted. He left this country under an impreſſion, of 
guilt ; and lately returned, the peſt of een with the 

ſame intention as before. OO 

The reaſon of his going to France, it 4 was the in- 
fluence he might poſſibly have in ſaving the life af the King 
of France; and he was ſent there by the Friends of the 

People. Never was I more aſtoniſhed than at the impu- 

dence of this evidence. Did Skirving know or recollect, 

that he was almoſt accuſing him of high treaſon ? But why. 
was he intereſted in this event? It was an event, as his 
witneſſes tell you, that would hurt the common cauſe, 

What cauſe? their intention of effeQing a change in the 
government of this country: There then he ſtands a miſ- 

ſionary from a ſociety in this country to France,---a, git- 

| cpmilance which greatly n his Suilt. e 

J 


* 


„„ 
When the trial was coming on, I poſtponed it longer 
than I ought to have done, to give him every chance; and 


roaming in ſome part of the world. | 

Tue ſhipmaſter's receipt bears date the 26th May. What 
became of him from this date to the 31ſt July when he was 
apprehended. He informed nobody of his coming home. 
How wonderful'that no letter was driven by the winds or 
impelled by the waves, to give notice of what he ſays was 


the caſe. By the Letter of J. Muir, his father, we find 


learn from the diploma of the worthy ſociety of United I- 

riſhmen. He is at laſt apprehended returning into this 
country, with all the inſignia of ſedition about him. 

I have but one remark more. You may in fome degree 

judge of a man, by the company he keeps: amongſt Muir's 


Perth, in the courſe of a few days, and whom moſt of you 
Muſt know. The impreflion of the ſeal too is worth re- 
1 warkiag, u cap of liberty on a ſpear, and under is the mot. 
to ca ira. I beg your attention, Gentlemen, to the quo- 
tation 1 ſhall now read from a celebrated French author, in 


Raste. from the middle of p. 534, to the end.] 
I hope, Gentlemen, this caſe will be viewed by you in 


the attacks of his enemies, that you will protect this tem- 
ple of freedom from the attempts of the factious, but par- 
: ticularly againſt that man at the bar, who, has been fowing 
ſedition with ſo liberal a hand. You now, however, may 


| TR" country, and honour to yourſelves, * 


his earneft wiſh. The reverſe in fact appears to have been 


papers we find ® letter here in my hand addreſſed to the 
Nev. Fifche Palmer, à man who is indicted to ſtand trial at 


1 inſerted it in the papers, which might perhaps reach him | 


—— 


him in Ireland, doing we know not what; except what we 


treating of the Britiſh Conſtitution. | The paſſage his 
Lordſhip read, was from De Lofme, on the Conſtitution of 


a light ſuch as this, that you will protect your King from 


ſeize him 5 his career, and by your Verdict de Og, to 


Ine Lord Advocate here finiſhed his adit; to the Fury, : 
8 — He ſpoke. two. hours ml: 225 ee | We are forry, 


C 
- that our preſent ſituation hich precluded us from ſtating his 


Lordſhip's ſpeech at full length, but the foregoing embra- 


ces the moſt material parts and correſponds exactly with 
what we have already ſeen publiſhed, and announced to be 


„ a comprehenſive, and in many parts, a literal abſtract 


„of the N material parts of his Mas: 8 ſpeech. 1 


Mr. Muir Shen addreſſed himſelf to the Jury as follows 3 : 


| Gentlemen Ki th Jury, TEES: To 


I riſe, in my own defends. Al that malice could deviſe; 
all that flander could circulate ; has been direQed againſt 
me. I ſpeak with) joy, and with triumph. After an inveſti- 
gation into my public tranſactions, and into my private 
conduct, the moſt minute and the moſt unexampled, which 
ever occurred in this country; my moral character ſtands ſe- 
cure and unimpeached. With the annonymous, the worth- 
leſs, and the paid aſſaſſins of public reputation, I diſdained 


to enter the liſts. To this day I looked forward with 'ex- 


peRation ; when before you, in the preſence of Scotland, I 
ſhould not merely remove the ſuſpicion of guilt, but ſhould 


demonſtrate my innocency. I will not imitate the example | 


of the Public Proſecutor, who has finiſhed his pleading, 
Sounding, and unſubſtantial declamation is unſuitable for 
Jou, and it is unworthy of me. This is not an hour to 
temporize. The eyes of this country are fixed upon us 
both. The records of this trial will paſs down to poſterity. 
When our aſhes ſhall be ſcattered by the winds of. heaven, 


the impartial voice of future times will rejudge your 


verdict. Let faction rage let the ſpirit of party, in the 

preſent hour, proudly domineer.— The illuſion will ſoon 
_ vaniſh away. In ſolitude the power of recolleQion will af. 
ſume its influence ; ; and then, it will be material to you, 
whether or not you have ated uprightly, or ſinned againſt 
your own eternal conſcience, i in my acquittal, or in my oon 
condemnation ! 3 
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Before I enter into a particular vindieation of myſelf, leg 


zue take notice of two circumſtances, ſtrongly infiſted upon 


by the Public Proſecutor, which have little relation to the 
general nature of the evidence which has been -adduced.--- 
Long, indeed, has he harangued upon them ; and has con- 
cluded his ſpeech by exhibiting them in every ſhape which 
his imagination could invent. He maintains, that a conſci- 


| ouſneſs of guilt obliged me to leave this country after an 
information had been filed againſt me, and after I had been 


examined by a magiſtrate. I will admit the fact of my de- 
. Parture.—In theſe days—in theſe circumſtances—is that to 
be aſcribed to conſcious guilt alone ? If the whole ſtrength 
of arbitrary power is extended againſt an individual, is 


| there merit 1n expoſing himſelf as 2 ſacrifice which cannot 


be uſeful to the country, and which may only preſent po- 
ſterity with a new addition to the immenſe catalogue of the 
victims of deſpotiſm.—If two motives had only exiſted te 


which you could aſſign my departure, you are bound to "a 


eribe it to the moſt charitable. But what were the circum- 
ſtances attending my departure ? Did they bear any re- 


ſemblance of a flight : Did I not publicly announce it the 


preceding evening in a numerous meetii. g of citizens? Did 
I not cauſe it to be publiſhed in a public paper? Did I af- 


fect the Sarb and diſguiſe of concealment ? In London, did 


WO 


I remain in obſcurity ? Did I not appear in a diſtinguiſhed | 


Society, the Society of the Friends of the People? And did 


not that Society publiſh afterwards a reſolution, YO 


in its preamble my preſence amoag them ? 
But I went immediately afterwards to F rance. | Mr, 


| Skirving, who was examined with regard to a letter he re: 
| ceived from me, before my departure from London, has 


a laid, in his evidence (and his words I have accurately 1 in 
my notes,) that I propoſed to go to Paris, as it was the 


advice OF SOME FRIENDS, and might be of ſome oy 


vice 3 in mitigating the fate of the late King. 


The words of Mr. Skirving, SOME FRIENDS, ſe: laws 


been cur 0 repreſented, It 15 ſtated that theſe. 66 fore 


r 


SS -as _ a. a. 


E 
« friends,” muſt have been the members of that truly re- 
ſpectable Society; and it is boldly argued, that I went to 
France as a Miſſionary from that body. Nothing can be 
more ridiculous.---Nothing can be more injurious. Mr. 
Skirving never ſaid ſo!--No perſon can, or dare, ſay that 
I ever went as a miſſionary, delegated from individuals, or 
by Societies, to any foreign power. Building then upon 
this unſubſtantial baſis of words, never uttered in evidence 
by Mr. Skirving, nor which ever could poffibly be uttered, 
I am accuſed of a ſpecies of high treaſon, in correſponding 
with a foreign power without any legal authority from. 
| home, The charge of correſponding with foreign power 
18 equally ridiculous with the miſrepreſentation upon which 
it is founded ; but let it be conſidered as ee I dare the 
proof. 
I challenge the Proſecutor to RFI the ſmalleff wage 
of evidence. ©: | 
Ves; I will 1 I wrote to Mr. skirving my inten- 
tion of going to France; nor will I deny the motive. I 
ſaw, in the execution of the late King, a ſpecious pretext 
to plunge the country in war, and to extend the effuſion of 


Human blood to every corner of the world! 1 may have er- 


red. I may have acted from enthuſiaſm; but it was en- 
thuſiafm in the cauſe of man. If, at the period when it 
was free to every perſon to publiſh their ſentiments upon 
that awful queſtion, I wiſhed likewiſe to publiſh mine, 
oan that be imputed to me as a crime? Can the intention 
of pleading the cauſe of mercy, of individual and of gene- * 
ral humanity, . be conſtrued into guilt? If it can, I am then 
guilty. Has not the Proſecutor lamented that diſaſtrous e- 
vent? And will he accuſe a man who wiſhed to prevent it? 
Who, with many friends to humanity, of every nation, 
and of every party, in private, in public, in converſation, 
and from the Preſs, exerted their abilities to ward off an 
event which they foreſaw was to iutroduce years of blood 
and of ſorrow ! Rut allow, that at firſt” glance, my depar- 
ture from Scotland; my journey to Paris, afforded a pre- ; 


„ 


c ſation '6f bout; chat preſumption is | obviated. by oe 


The Photerntor hay boaſted of his Until in granting 
me the delay of a few weeks, by poſtponing iny trial, in 


order that I might return from Paris. But was be igno- 


rant that hoftilitics at that time were commencing---that the 


communication was cloſed; that it was tedious and 
difficult to procure paſſports. Of that wth no _ 


ö ſon here can poſſibly have any doubt. 


Do not all my private letters, which PING this ny beer 
read, prove my uneaſineſs upon account of the delay, and my 
anxiety to return? But, at the period when 1 procured my 
paſſport, the flames of war were blazing over moſt of 
Europe I knew only two ways by which I could poſ- 


— fibly return home. The firſt, by the way of Hamburgh 3 
che ſecond by the longer, but the more certain circuit of 


: FT - Ame rica.— Sl adopted the latter, as more ſafe, and leſs li- 


Able to interfüption. I left Paris. I went down to the 
port of Havre-de-Grace. I found a veſſel which was to 


fait for New Vork. The receipt found in my pocket 


— 


book; when I was ſtopped upon my landing in Scotland, 
from the maſter of that veſſel for the payment of my paſ- 


fage, Proves that T had actually taken my paſſage in that 
mip. That veſſel, in taking in her freight, and by an 


embargo, was detained for near three months. -In 
this interval, another American ſhip, the Hope, of Bat- 
timore, arrived. The Captain was to touch in at Bel- 


faſt, in Ireland, for part of His cargo, on his return to A- 


| merica.---This I conſidered ' to be a fortunate: aceident.——I 


immediately embraced this opportunity of returnin g by the 
way of Ireland to my country, not to implore favour, not 


_toak protection, but to DEMAND juſtice. To paſs from 


France, to any of the dominions of Britain, I had no paſſ- 


| port, my paſſport was to Americia. I braved every dan- 


ger. After a ſhort paſſage T was landed in Ireland. There 


1 remained no longer than nine days. I concealed not my 


name, 'T appeared publicly, and in the — of moſt pub- 


— 


| poſition) the Indictment. 


. t 1 EY 
"ks reſort. . To all I announced me imuation and aue fe 
The Proſecutor has either deſignedly, or ignorantly, laid 
hold of the circumſtance. of the indorſation of the munict- 
pal officers of Havre-de-Grace, upon my paſſport. The 


| Department of Paris granted me à paſſport in the end- af 
dhe month of April, and I arrived at Havre on the 3d or 
0 4th of- May. The firſt ſtep which a ſtranger is obliged. to 
take, upon arriying at the place of his deſtination in F rance, 
is to proceed to the M unieipality, to ſhew to them the paſſ- 
port from whence he came, to have it reviſed and atteſted 
by them, in order to enjoy ſecurity within their juriſdie- 
tion. The indorſation, as I have ſtated, of my Parifian | 
| aſſport, by the municipal officers at Havre, is of the 3d 
or 4th 6f May laſt. From this cireumſtance the Lord Ad- 
vocate infers, that I muſt immediately have found a veſſel 


to carry me home. He makes no allowance for the ſtate 


' of the two nations; he makes no allowance for the difficul-, 
ties which neutral veſſels have, in paſſing. betwixt both; 


and he knows nothing of the embargoes which theſe veſ- | 
ſels muſt conſtantly experience, in the different belligerent 


=— 


ports. Well, then, ſometime in the. month of May 1 gen 
muſt have landed i in Ireland! Public report has, ſaid, that | 
inſurrections have been in that country. The Proſecutor 


has. .cried out, That I was the demon of ſedirion ! 


| And he inſinuates, that there is a probability that 5 


was the cauſe of theſe inſurrections. 1 {mile at the 


accuſation ; which he himſelf in his own ming muſt. 2 


deride. It could have been eaſy for me, by the teſtimo- 


nies of my friends in Ireland, whom I love, and whom I . 


honour, to- prove how i paſſed my time. But for me to 


_ dwell upon this is unneceſſary. Tou, of the Jury, muſt 


have experienced the ſame emotions, and at preſent N 


dhe ſame feelings as I do. 


From Ireland, the Proſecutor ſays, 3 5 to 1 
in. Scatland i in a clandeſtine manner ; 4 and ſo o faps. Gn. com- 


eee adduced 0 . 
4 


FE 7 1 
hs PER of Gerwichacl; this perſon who gel pit: me 
at my landing at Portpatrick, and of Mr. Roſs, the magi- 
FE ſtrate at Stranraer,” before whom I firſt appeared. The | 
Lord Advocate charges me with coming to Scotland in 2 
elandeſtine manner. He ferves upon me, in thedliſt of wit 
neſſes, the only witneſſes who could prove the fact; Carmi- 
chael, the cuſtom-houſe officer, 'and Mr. Roſs the magiſtrate, 
to whom I furrendered. Texpected Carmichael and that gen? 
tleman would have been inclofed with the other witneſſes of 
the Crown. I would haveadducedthem as witneſſes to prove 
that ſo far from concealin g myſelf, I announced myfelf pub- 
lidy, and without difguife; ſo far from attempting evaſion, 
my only anxiety was to put myſelf in the Hands of the Law; 
and under the protection of its magiſtrates. | The conduct 


of the public Proſecutor, is in every reſpect uniform. He 


bs guilty of another piece of diſingenuity, by ferving upon 
me in the Hff of the witnefles of the Crown; the names of 
| Carmichael and Roſs; I could not entertain the leaſt poſ- 
: lible doubt, but that they were to be adduced. This was 
an art fo prevent me citin g'them at my own inſtanee. Le 
has Tacceeded. Tam deprived of their teſtimony. But Wh 
did not the Proſecutor, at leaſt, produce the declaration 
which 1 made befbreè the Magiſtrate at Stranraer? That de- 
claration, freely and voluntarily emitted, would have;prov- ' 
<q that I came into the country in no unbecoming manner. 
Much of the invective of the Proſecutor was founded up- | 
on my coming into this country in concealment; © This'cir- | 
cumſtance, the Indictment charges as an aggravation of the 
erime. Judge then, Gentlemen, of the rectitude of the 
Proſecutor's conduct, when he declaims upon a mad which 
be ſhrinks from proving, and which by his art in in ſerving 
be liſt of witneſſes who me, he: has provented me front © con- 
| futing. f 5 
T truſt, now, you will be ccnvinget that no eon ctouſn 
of guilt led me from: Scotland, no improper motive carried 
me from England to France; and that no deep, and ſecrer 
2 induced me te return in dit guiſe | 


* 
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T he object of that return was to demand Jaftice, to os a- 
way the imputation of that crime of which I now fland 
charged. And what is that crime ? Sedition. —Is there 2 
term ſo vague and ſo undefined, ſo familiar to power, ſo fa- 
miliar to corruption. All who ever dared to oppoſe, AR- 
BITRARY POWER, and who 1 in the hour of danger came. 
. epithet of ConA, The erm is ea a no aJanger # term 
of opprobrium. In one age, it has been applied to men re- 
jected by ſociety, whoſe names were honou red by after times, 
and upon whoſe virtues, and upon whoſe ſufferings, the ſuc- 
ceeding age reared the majeſtic pillar of the conſtitution, 1 
am then accuſed of ſedition, and I aſk you of the Jury, to 
point out the corner of this land where ſedition has exiſted, 
And tell me. truly where the ſmalleſt veſtige of this crime 
has appeared. Upon you the eyes of the people are now 
placed. Upon your conſciences the oath of. God i is binding, es 
Point out then to us, where the ſhadow. of ſedition has been ON 
deſcried. Have the ſacred rights of property been any... "aq 
where invaded? Has the blood of the citizens flowed = the | 
hands of the Friends of the People: 201 No. But the Fro- 
ſecutor has talked of the danger the People of this- -country ; 
were in laſt winter, of deep-laid. lots, and of tremendous . 
conſpiracies and I am the man, whom he charges as the author : 
of the whole, whom he repreſents ſimilar i in malignity t to the 
demon of miſchief ! and whom he honours with the title 
of the tet of $ Scotland ! Well then, let it be ſuppoſed that 
5 an attempt was formed to overthrow the Constitution, to 
kindle the torch of civil war, to lead rapine and murder a-. 
long the land 4 Where has the proof of this defign been found 2 
Has it been diſcovered i in the meetings of the Friends of me 
People, who, conſcious of the purity of their intentions, af- 
fected no concealment, aſſembled with doors open to all; 
and who hatched their helliſh deſigns, (it ſuch they 9 7 
in no midnight cavern. Could in the crouds, that were 
. admitted to attend the deliberations of theſe focieties, be 
found ng Tuan. who poop ot at leaſt O's a bold 0 manly 
j 
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OM n thew, and againſt ek: But to Fopport %. 
accuſation, the walls of a private houſe muſt be invaded ; do- 


' meſtic ſecrets muſt be explored, and the teſtimony of a mi- 


ſerable fcullion girl, and a hair-drefſer, muſt be brought for- 
| ward, with re gard to words, ſpoken where fuſpicion the moſt 
vigilant muſt have been aſſeep, under the guardianſhip of a 
| paternal poof... Ang are theſe the witneſſes, who are {a 
prove againſt me this mighty crime, which, fuppaliig t 

to have been honoured by my confidence, would have re- 


quiredt the co-operation « of thouſands gf bearded men in arms. | 


Gentlemen of the Jury, Let us this night throw away 
vain pretext: Let us act fairly and candidly. I ſmile at 
the charge « of ſedition. You yourſelyes are conſcious that 
no fedition has exiſted in this country, and in your own. 
minds you deride the accuſation. J know for what I am 


brought 1 ta this bar, it is for having ſtrenuouſiy and active- 


iy engaged in che cauſe of Parliamentary Reform; for ha- 
ving exerted every effort, by conſtitutional meaſures, to 
Procure an equal repreſgntation of the people, in the Houſe 
of the People. Let not the Proſecutor ſculke i in darkneſs : 5 
Let him come manfully forward, and avow the cauſe which 
is impelled ] him to bring me here. I will give you little 
trouble: 1 will prevent the laſſitude of the Judges: 1 will 
 faye you, the Jury, from the wretched mockery of a trial, 
che ſad necellity of condemning a man, when the cauſe of 
tis condemn ation muſt be concealed, and cannot be explain- 
ed. Les, I plead guilty. Lopenly, actively, and ſinoe rely em- 


— 


barked i in the cauſe of a Parliamentary Reform, in the vine op 
cation and i in the reſtoration of the rights of the people, Not : 
Will T bluſh to unfold to you my motives; they are ſupport- x 
- by their own. intrinſic - ſtrength, but they are likewiſe 
held up by the great and the venerable names of the living | 
and of the dead. 1 contended for an equal repreſentation a 


. of the people, i in what 1 ſhall ever call the Houſe of the Peo- 


, becauſe I confidered it a "meaſure" effentially neceſſary | 
to the ſalvation of the State,” and to The: r of your 


T3 87 * „ e 


ih hint time-tried fubrie;/ AEDT Ons by the blood of GN : 
fathers, flowing from the field and from the ſcaffold. 1 


will tell you : It conſiſts 1 in the due balance of its three im- 


; 5 pelling powers, KING, LORDS, and COMMONS; 5-46 


one of theſe powers loſes its vigour, the conſtitution in pro- - 
portion loſes its vigour; if one of. theſe powers becomes 
only a ſhadow of what it ought to be, if it becomes - 


| merged and abſorbed into any of the other two, your con 


| ſtitution then alſo becomes a ſhadow, and it is annihilated. 


And do you not know, and does all the world not knew, ; 7 


| that if any where the proud ſtructure of the conſtitution has 


ſuffered the ravages of time or of corruption, it is in its 85 


popular branch. Is it not a fact indiſputable, that the re: 
preſentation of the people is not ſuch as it once was, and is 


not ſuch, as I truſt in God, one day it ſhall be. The man 
then who ſounds the alarm, when he diſcovers the approach 5 

| of danger, who ſummons all who may be concerned in „ 
reparation, is ſurely no enemy to the country, no no foe to 
the conſtitution, becauſe be labours i in its preferyation . 5 


n 


| protectionꝰ. 
Bauch were the motives of my e If 1 am en 
J have in my guilt many aſſociates, men who now enjoy 


the repoſe of eternity, whom your fathers admired while i 


: living, and to whom you, their children, have erected ſta- 
tues. I have no time to run over all the venerable cata- 
logue. But, is there a man ignorant of the illuſtrious 


e 8 was not Eng N in e this as 5 


” And" as it is eſſential to ths very NET of Parliament, that 


ſhould be abſolutely free, thereſore all undue influences upon the MPs are 855 


illegal, and ſtrongly prohibited. For Mr. Locxx (on Gov. p. 2. $ 2820 
ranks it among thoſe breaches of truſt in the executive magiſtrate, which, 


according to his notions, amount to a diſſolution of the government.. If, 8 


«he empleys the force, treaſure, and offices of the ſociety, to corrupt the 


« repreſentatives, or openly to pre- engage the electors, and preſcribe what 5 
4 manner of perſons ſha}l be choſen: For ihus to regulate: candidates arid 


10 electors, and new - model the ways of election, what i is it, ſays he, but to. 


N 2 cut 2 the 3 oy: the nr and 7 the very fountainof 725 l 5 8 


i 1 


5 
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"BY REFS, ; |; 


- phampion in the 8 of 1 and of man; this 
to the Britiſh conſtitution, who wrote his Treatiſe on Go- 
Vvernment in its defence; in defence of the laſt g lo rions re- 
| volution, by the deſire 1 the Prince; who was the leader of 
| the men who planned it ;--was not he an advocate. for a re- 
form in Parliament, for a more equal repreſentation of the, 
| Commons i in the Houſe of Commons:? Wil you venture 
| EZ © | to tear the records of bis fame, to ſtigmatize B e + 
and to brand bz with the epithet. of ſeditious ?,. 
| Let us rapidly proceed d down to more modern times. Let 
| us paſs over in ſilence many illuſtrious names, whoſe me- 
| mory wirh that of the Conſtitution will periſh together. 
| | Let us come to your own days. Are ye ignorant of Black- 
| Kone ;—the men who firſt collected the laws of his country, 
3 from the deformed chaos into which they had been thrown, 
| who arranged them with elegancy, and who: adorned them 
Z with every flower which the claſſie field could produce? Are 
. not the volumes of this reverend judge i in the hands of all? 
| | Should they not be familiar, atleaſt to thoſe who are cal- 
| led to decide concerning the conſtitution ? And has not 
|  Blackflone, not with the levity af ill-pondered words, not 
in the private hour of relaxation, not in the heat of popu- 
Z 5 8 lar debate, but in the calmneſs and ſolitade of ſtudy, main- 
| tained the ſame propoſitions whieh I maintain, been guilty 
of the ſame, ſedition of which I am guilty, when he pro- | 
„ nounced, that the Conſtitution was imperfect, in its popu- 
lar branch, and if any where ALTERATION was neceſlary, it 
was there to be deſired. I entreat you to liſten, I will 
read Jon, what this beſt expounder of the conflitation has 
dad. en the words be en 1 8 on the . of your 
. x68 And this conſtitution of Fuſfrages is krise vpon 32 
7 P © wiſer principle, with us, than either of the methods of 
4 voting, by centuries or by tribes, among the Romans. 
In the method by centuries, ' inſtituted by Servius Tul- 
us, it was principally PROPERTY, and not numbers, that 
« turned . feale: in the method ** tribes, e in- 


8 


t 8 1 
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were regarded, and property was entirely -overlooked. 5 


% Hence the laws paſſed by the former method had uſually 
too great a tendeney to aggrandize tlie patricians or rien 
nobles; and thoſe by the latter had too much of a level- | 
« ling e Our conftitntion ſteers between the two 
extremes. Only ſuch are entirely excluded, as can have 


« go will of their own: there is hardly a free agent to be ; 


4 found, who is not entitled to a vote in ſome place or o- 
i ther in the kingdom. Nor is comparative, wealth, or pro- 
6 perty, entirely difregarded in elections, for though the 
« richeſt man has only one vote at one place, yet, if his pro- 
perty be at all diffuſed, he has probably a right to vote at 
« more places than one, and therefore has many repreſen- 
* tatives. - Thi ir the SPIRIT OF OUR CONSTITU- 
« TION: not that I affert it is in Jae quite fo pet, fect as 1 
zave here endeavoured to deſcribe it; for, if any AL TER. 
** ATION might be wiſhed or \ ſuggeſted i in the preſent frame 
4 of parliament, it ſhould be in favour of a MORE COM- 
« PLETE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE? 

If Blackftone then wiſhed for a more equal repreſentation 


of the people, if he dared to publiſh and to enforce his wiſh; - = 


and if I have merely done the ſame, where is the A 
in our guilt? 2 But there is a difference, and that difference T7 
is great. A learned profeſſor of the laws of England, in the 

Univerſity of Cambridge, a grave writer, in the ſolitude of 
his retirement, a ſolemn judge, upon the tribunal of Eng- 
land, proclaiming that a reform in the repreſentation of the 


people was juſt, and eſſential to the true ſpirit of the on. 


ſtitution; how ſuperlatively criminal muſt his conduct be 
when compared with mine? 5 | e 
But vengeance ceaſes at the verge of the grave. There 
factions and parties rage in vain. If I have been guilty of 
an atrocious crime, I ſhall not demand the protection of the 
dead, I ſhall not wander among the tombs, and. cry for the 
_ ſupport and the-aſliſtance of thoſe who cannot hear me, bur 
1 mall Ly" demand the * of the of mea | 


- 


TY 


kh in 3 e in power, "aa who enjoy 12 3 


Adence of their king. Can i it ever be forgotten, that in che £ 


Fear 1782, Mr. Pitt was ſtained with the ſame guilt? Did 
not he preach up the neceſſity of a reform in the repreſent- 


ation of the people? Did not he adviſe thie people to form 


ſocieties; and did not he eountenande theſe ſocieties, by his 


preſence? I appeal to the reſolutions which he ſubſcribed, 


in the Thatched Houſe Tavern. I atteſt the motions which 


be made for Reform, in the Houſe of Commons. Beware 


how you condemn me. Beware how you brand the with 
the opprobrium of being ſeditious. At the fame time you 
- condemn the confidential Miniſter of the King. Nay more 


Sir, in bringing this charge againſt me you accuſe your 


| Sovereign, 3 for ean it be ſuppoſed that he would permit 
- a man to enjoy his confidence; who in the year 1782 by 


being a reformer, as I am in the year 1793, wiſhed to pre- 


eipitate this country into anarchy, deſolation, and, into all 
the horrors which you have defcribed. | 

But if the attempt to procure a Reform in Partinment b be 
e your accuſation muſt extend far and wide. It 


; 2 muſt implicate the Miniſters of the Crown and the loweſt 


_ ſubjeAs, Have you forgotten that in the year 1782, the 
Duke of Richmond, the preſent Commander of the forces, 
was a flaming advocate for the univerſal right of ſuffrage ? 
Do you not know, that he prefided in ſocieties, and like 
5 Mr. Pitt, adviſed an univerſal formation of ſuch ſocieties 
All over the kingdom? Have you never read his famous 
letter to Colonel Shariwin, in which his principles, his 
teſtimony, to a full and complete repreſentation of the peo- 
ple, are indelibly recorded? Is guilt the paſſing unſub- 
_ Rantial faſhion of the day? Does it vary according to times 
' and to ſeaſons, and to circumſtanees ? Shall what was pa- 


 rriotiſmin 2782, be oriminal in 1793? You have houour- | 


end me this night, by the title of the peſt of Scotland. And 


if the ſame offences, merit the ſame appellations, you muſt | 


| likewiſe liberally beſtow this epithet upon the firſt Lord 
* the weer and W the LORIE: of the vers: 


vi hat term of paid Akiaskion win not you, : 
the Public Proſecutor ; you the Lord Advocate for Scotland, 
appropriate to yourſelf? Were not you, not many months 
ago, likewiſe a reformer? Did not you contend and act 
for a more equal repreſentation of the people in the Houſe 
of Commons? Were not you one of thoſe men, who, for 
that purpoſe, aſſembled lately in this city, in what they | 
called a Convention, and aſſumed to themſelves the title of 
| Delegates from the Counties? Were not you, yourſelf, em- 
ployed in framing a bill for. the extention of the elective 
franchiſe ? Every charge 1 in your indictment againſt me re- 
coils upon yourſelf; in accuſing me, you charge yourſelf 
with ſedition. If it was lawful for you and your friends 
to meet in ſocieties, and in conventions, for the purpoſe of 
a Reform in Parliament, unlefs the ſtandard of guilt 
ſhrinks and extends as caprice or power may order, .it 
ſurely muſt have been permitted to me and my N alſo 
to meet, and to act on the ſame principle. | 
But I advance in this tract no farther, although my aſ- 

5 ſertions and my arguments are Juſt, yet the ſubje& of them 
is ſo connected with ridicule, as to 9 render them ag: fo ſeem- 
ing in this ſolemn trial. gy 

Gentlemen of the Jury, If the real cauſe of my dandiag 
as a Pannel at your bar, is for having actively engaged in 
the cauſe of a Parliamentary Reform, I plead guilty. My 
conſcience, however, will whiſper conſolation to me under 
my condemnation, I engaged in that cauſe, for I thought 

the meaſure was to ſave the country; that a more equal re- 
preſentation would dry up the ſources of corruption, would 
diminiſh our taxes, and ſtop the effuſion of our blood. 
That ſuch were my motives, appears from every part of 
the evidence againſt me. The public Proſecutor ſnrunk 
from the examination, even of the teſtimony of his own _ 
witneſſes, He averted his eyes from the proof, in order to 
| indulge himſelf in vain declamation and unbecoming invee- 
tive. I will not, however, imitate his conduct. I.will exa- 
wine minutely every branch of the proof Which he has ad- 


„ 


7 duced 8 me; fy you will be convinced that 1 every 


word and action of mine has been ſorutinized; after even the 
levity of the unguarded hour has been explored, and while 
inſt ructed ſpies have watched every book, had marked N 
word, not the veſtige of ſedition can be diſcovered. 


The firſt charge againſt me is, That at meetings of the 


people which I myſelf had convocated, I made ſeditious ha- 
rangues; vilified the King and conſtitution; repreſented the 
; monarchical part of our government as cumberſome. and 
expenſive; inſtituted a compariſon betwixt our ſyſtem and 
that of France, and did every thing to inflame the minds of 
the people to inſurrection and rebellion. It i is particularly 
alledged that I was guilty of theſe crimes at two meetings, 
the one at Campſie, and the other at Kirkintilloch, 

| To» prove this charge, Alexander Johnſtone 1 is adduced. 
Vou will remember, that I offered to prove that this wit- 


_ neſs had expreſſed himſelf in the moſt rancorous terms a- 


gainſt me; that he would do all in his power to get me 
hanged. By reſpectable witneſſes, 1 could cafily have ſup- 


ported this ayerment ; but I was not allowed by the Court, 


as 1 could not ſpecify the particular cauſe which had exci- 

ted the malice of a man I did not know, and whom I da 
not remember to have ever ſeen. But what does even 
Johnſtone ſay ? 1 will read you from. my notes the whole 
of his evidence. Correct me if I have erred in taking 
down any thing differently from what has. been ſtated. I 


| believe that my notes are accurate, as mixes are not im⸗ | 


ain 


Le Mr. Muir FOE over the why of 15 . 


What does this witneſs then ſay ? He ſays, that I ſtated, 
ws the meeting at Campſie, the diſadvantages in the repre- 
ſentation, from boroughs being rotten, and from others ha- 


ving no vote, the population of England and Scotland, 


the ſmall number af electors in both; and that the people 
were not fully repreſented. And i is this ſedition? Is not 
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nbi times within the walls of the Houſe of cab 
itſelf ? Has not the table of that Houſe been covered with. 
petitions, expreſſing it in language infinitely ſtronger than 
mine? If to ſtate truth be ſedition, why did our legiflature 
ſlumber? Why ſlumbered the law; and why was not puh- 
lic vengeance armed with the ſword of juſtice, when this 
crime dared to pollute the ſanctuary of _ Tegtintuny, by 


its appearance within it? 


Johnſtone depones, that I ſaid, If aman gave 20,0001. for a 
ſeat in parliament, he behoved to derive ſome intereſt from 


it. Ts not the fact true? Do not we daily know of fums of 
money being given for ſeats in that houſe, and can there be 


a conclufion in Euclid, more certain than the inference which 
I draw from the fact? It may be ſaid, that the Houſe may 
be pure and uncorrupted, even although ſuch ſums of money 
are given for admiſſion into it; that men may do fo in 
order to ſerve their country, or to diſplay their own abili- 


ties. Grant all this; but have we not ſeen much greater 


ſums thrown away at conteſted elections, by men who never 
opened their mouths within the walls of St. Stephen's Cha- 
pel; "whoſe patriotiſm neyer ſhone forth; and whoſe abili- 


ties were never diſcovered? The witneſs depones, that I 


ſaid the Duke of Richmond had been bribed into filence by 


20 or 30, oool. And ſuppoſing T had ſaid ſo, that this was the 


falutary opiate, which calmed and cooled the fever of his 


brain, and probably ſaved him the mortification of ſanding | 


his trial, alſo, for the crime of ſedition ; what has this to 
do with the preſent matter? It is not the Duke of Rich- 
mond, but it is the King himſelf that I am accuſed of vili- 
fying. This aſſertion of be s is s indeed too ludicrous | 
for ſerious argument. 1 

Gentlemen, before T proceed farther, let me make one 
remark. I am to be tried by the law of Scotland ; and, by | 
that law, two witneſſes are neceſſary to prove a crime.--- 
This is a rule full of humanity ; but, at the ſame time, by cut- ; 
ting off proof, it may, and has upon ſome occaſions defeated, 
9 ends of public juſtice. If, however, the concurrence. 
N L j 


5, ſolves the rar which tliey may have Ted Mi 


0 grope, and let us fearch for conſolation, if it can be found, 


ſource from which deſpotiſm flows. The remembrance of 


8 1 


| 10 two Vittel were to he meas inſiſted upon, it dt : 
be in a caſe ſimilar to mine, where their teſtimony i is te ge 
to words, volantia ver ba, neither engraved in marble, nor 
recorded i in braſs. You know the infinite variety of cir- 
cumſtances depending upon the ſpeaker, the occaſion, the 
manner, the perſon to whom they were uttered, and his 
tuation; by which, the meaning of the ſame words, can 
be diverſified aud modified, tortured into guilt, and ex- 
plained into innocence. By the law of England, which is- 
likewiſe the ſame with ours in the caſe of treaſon, the bare 
[uttering of words, without any overt act, cannot be ad- 
= mitted as evidence to prove the crime. ET | 
105 Johnſtone depones, that I compared our confiiturion with 
80 5 French, and ſaid that their arms would be ſucceſsful ; 
that their repreſentation was more equal ; two thirds of 
their debt paid, and that their manufacturers, in the com- 
petition with ours, would have the advantage. Whoever 
_ heard before, that it was unlawful to compare the Britiſh 
conſtitution with that of another country ? IF the Britiſh 
_ conſtitution is the boaſt of ages, the pride and the glory of 
the world, Can it ſuffer by any compariſon? On the con- 
4 trary, will not its ſplendour brighten by the foil? But 
8 does Johnſtone ſay, that I gave the ſuperiority tothe F rench | | 
© conſtitution over the Britiſh ? No.---Does he aſſert, that I 
- exhorted the meeting to reject the Britiſh conſtitution, to | 
adopt the French, and to adopt the French as the better 
model? No; not a word. What then ſays he ? That 
SG merely compared the two together. 1s this 1 5 
Alas we are all ſeditious. Is there 2 man here, or in this 
country, who has not, in his own. mind, and who bas not 
in words, made a ſimilar compariſon? i 
Johnſtone next obſerves, That I mentioned, 585 two 
thirds of the French national debt was already paid ; that 
their taxes were leſs, and that I aſcribed this to the people 
being more equally repreſented i in their legiſlature. I may 
have ſaid ſo, or I may not have ſaid ſo, My remembrance 
does nat carry me. Whether the fact was true, at the time 


4 


3 


. "ir 90 1 


ſerable people Country to be deplored !- 2 Ignorance i is the 


former liberties will make you only more wretched. Extin- 
guifh then (if poſſible,) the light of heaven, and let us 


2 2.4 was ae AA 


under the datkneſs which ſhall ſoon cover us. But the TY 
pProſpect before us is nöt 10 difmal. We live, and we act „„ 


under the Britiſh: conſtitution. | A conſtitution Which, Ih 3 
its genuine principles, has for ages conſecrated freedom. 5 


We live, and we remember the glorious revolution of = 
which baniſhed defpotiſm; and placed the family of Hane * 

ver upon the throne. We remember the Bill of Rights; nor FF 
hall we forget one of its moft  facred clauſes, which deck. * 


red, eſtabliſhed, and ſanctioned the unalienable claim of the „ 
Citizen to petition Parliament. Now, as members of the - 8 


Britiſh conſtitution, acting under the Bill of Rights, how | | 1 
ſhould: our conduct be ſhaped? ?. Do we complain of generat | - 


grievances, ſuch a8, an unequal repreſentation of the Peo= 


ple? It would be arrogance in a part to ſpeak the language 


of the whole. Let thofe then, "who feel moſt ſenſibly the 


| | prefſure/of this general grievance, nor preſume to 1 8 © 
for the nation, but conſult the nation. And how are they 


then to conſult the nation, but by bringing the people to- 


| = gether: in ſocieties, to deliberate and to reſolve? Would 


Fou with the people to act unadoifedly. Would vou pro- 


duct a rule fare and unerring in private life. Think; deli. 
| berate before you act. An unequal repreſentation i is 2 ge- 


Inquire, in the firſt place, if i it is generally felt; and in the 
ſecond, if redreſs is generally wiſhed for. In applying for 


3 ; Poſe they 1 ſhould. carry petitions to the doors of the Houſe 1 
: of Commons, without knowing the real fignification of the | 4 


import of theſe petitions ? ? Let us apply to our political con- 
Beral grievance.-Before we ſeek to obtain its redreſs, let us 


a general remedy, let us firſt be convinced of the general 
diſeaſe. Without this, a few factious may preſume to Wes. 
for ane may impoſe 1 the weak, + and _ plunge 


* 


chat 1 ſpoke in . 1 of two PER. of Sets —— 

0 debt being Paid, and of their taxes being leſs, I know not. 
r Certain it is, before and ſince, I have often heard it to ay 
— . ſo, In word. and in writing; butT will ſay this to you, and 
e I will ſay it to all Scotland, that an equal repreſentation | 
— of the people is the moſt direct and ſalutary method to 
n diminiſh and pay off the national debt; to alleviate the 
- ß weight of taxes, and to remove the clogs of induſtry. No- 
is ching can be truer than the inference which Johnſtone ſays 
=p I drew, that 2 people equally induſtrious, muſt have the 
2 25 advantage over another, who pay greater taxes, and who | j 

Wo: groan under the burden of a greater debt. If I were con- 40 
kh i netted with this laſt nation, I certainly would adviſe them 
: to take every conftitutional ſtep to procure a diminution of ©. 
f | their debt and of their taxes. And what does Mr. John- YN | 
— tone ſay? That I adviſed the ſociety to petition Parlia- |" 
3 | ment, and that the ſole intention of theſe ſoeieties was to pro- Fe 
a | cure a more equal repreſentation and a ſhorter duration f 
n WW © Parliaments. Do you ſay then, that the object of theſe o- 
4 _ is unconſtitutional ; ? Or do you ſay, that theſe ſocie- 
- ties, in the means which I adviſed. them to make uſe of in 
t | _ + Order to accompliſh that object, were to act unconſtitution- | 
„ ally? You can do neither. Under the free government af” 
L 3 3; Britain, every man has a right to look after thoſe whom he 
0 zs ſuppoſed to delegate to the Houſe of Commons, 40 - 
r the arbiters of his liberty, his fortune, his life. He has 
t A right to come and ſtate to them his wrongs and his appre- 95 


= | | Henſions; and the mode which the oa has Wanne TI 
5 ent is by petition. 
Johnſtone depones, chat 1 viſa the 1 to 8 
together, to communicate and diffuſe their knowledge: The 
advice was a good advice; and ſuch an advice as I would 
give were I ſtill in the ſame fituation. | What! ! Is the time 
now come when the mind muſt be locked up; when fettes 
muſt be impoſed upon the underſtanding, and when the 
DE: people, the great maſs of human being, muſt be prohibited _ 
| to receive information, and to communicate among em. 


n 
- . 
"a 
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PH many 1 5 confuſion and miſery. The 

great propoſition, then, which I maintained is, that the peo- 

ple ſhould conſult together; that they ſhould form themſelves 
into ſocieties ; for it is only by ſo doing that they can con- 
duct themſelves, with wiſdom, and hope for ſucceſs. _ ; 

The Bill of Rights declared the unalienable, 1mpreſcrip- 

N tible right of the people to petition Parliament, and if you 
condemn me for adviſing the people to petition with reflec. 
tion, with united and general deliberation, for redreſs of 

| general grievances, ye tear the record of our liberties, wo 
ſcatter the fragments where they never can be collected. 

8 In adviſing then, even according to Johnſtone's evidence, 
the people to inform themſelves, -reciprocally to communi- 
cate their information, and then wiſely and deliberately to ' | 

petition Parliament, you do not condemn me, but you tran- 
ple upon their liberties, and you proſeribe the conſtitu- 
tion. If I declared, at the meeting of Campfie, that the peo- _ _ 
ple ſhould adopt every mean to inſtruct themſelves with re- 
gard to their political rights, I declare and I inculcate the 
ſame now before you, and before this great audience. - |} 
Hear farther what Mr. Johnftone ſays: I have his words 4 
accurately in my notes. I adviſed the ſociety to get AA. 
the political pamphlets from a neighbouring bookſeller.--- 5 
The advice was a right advice. I did not lift myſelf under 
the banners of faction, I combated neither for miniſtry 
nor for oppoſition, for the ins nor for the outs; I fought 
in the cauſe of truth, and how is that cauſe to be ſucceſs- | 
ful, but by general, complete, and impartial information 
of the different arguments, advanced upon either ſide of the 
great queſtion of Parliamentary Reform? Gentlemen, re- 
- member who the witneſs is, who brings forward this im- 
portant truth in my favour. ' It is Alexander Johnſtone, 
the firſt witneſs adduced by the Proſecutor, againft whom 
I objeQted on account of the expreſſions which he had uſed 
indicating his intention to ruin me, which by reſpeQable 
witneſſes I offered, inſtantly, -to prove, but which proof was 
not allowed by the Court, When this man 8885 what is 
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Hoy" in my ; thvoar; you cannot fulped "TIO "nay r more, 
what he has ſaid, affords a clue to my conduct. Fond of 
reading myſelf, purchaſing,” for informati on, almoſt every 


new publication, was it not natural and juſt for me to re- 


commend a fimilar line of conduct to men, who, from their 
union, were enabled to defray the expence? If 1 had been 

the tool of party and of factions; if truth had not been my 
object, I would have ſaid to this ſociety, purchaſe not 


the books which are written againſt Parliamentary Reform; 
they are merely the productions of penſioned hirelings; 


but read every treatiſe written in its defence.---Theſe are 


the productions of enlightened, and of e rol men, 
and they ate ſtamped by the ſignature of genius,” You will 
remember what the witneſs has ſaid upon the interrogatory 
of the Solicitor General, relative to what T mentioned con- 


| cerning the King, Lords, and Commons; What was the reply 
of the witneſs ? It was this, that I ſaid, the conſtitution 


ought to conſiſt of King, Lords, and Commons. Is this vi- 
Hfying the Monarchy ? ? Is this repreſenting | that part of the 


government as expenſive and cumberſome, as the indict- 


ment ſets forth? Is this inflaming the minds of the people, 


and exciting them to inſurrection and rebellion? ty 


This witneſs has likewiſe deponed to 2 remarkable fact,. 

I will ſtate you his words accurately. If I am in error, you 

will correct me from your notes. In that meeting there 

as mention made of Paine's Rights of Man, but not by 
tie man in the ſociety, not in a public man- 


8 Mr. Muir. Ot 
«ner, but to his neighbour privately ; ; faid, that he had read 
„ Paine's Works.” What was that to me: 2 And ſuppoſing 


7555 had overheard this man ule theſe words; could I be 


5 blamed for merely poſſeſſing the faculty of Wag 2? Does 


J ohnſtone ſay, that I participated in this private converſa.. 


tion? He ſays no ſuch thing. Does he ſwear that I recom- 


mended Paine? 8 Works, or introduced the mention of them . 


in the meeting? No. How then is the other charge in the 
5 — . by the” bn of _ hatin —— 
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ok my adviſing the people to read feditions books, and cies 
_ tulating ſuch among them. | 

- Johnſtone has told you, that moſt of col who 0 


8 this meeting were weavers, moſtly young men from eighteen td 
twenty years of age. What is the inference which the Lord 


Advocate has deduced from this? I bluſh to mention it 


That people; in that fituation, and at that time of life, have 
no right to interfere in public affairs! People in that fituas 

tion! What fituation ? Who compoſe the great maſs of ſoci- 
ety? Who ſupport the State? Who contribute to its wealth? 
Who muſt fight in its defence? People at that perio# of 
| life What period? When the heart is uncorrapted; when 
dhe ſoil is beſt prepared to receive good ſeed, and when the 
feelings of the mind can be moſt eaſily led over to the fide _ 
af virtue and humanity. Becauſe the majority of the mem. 
bers of that ſociety might be weavers, they muſt be held 
up in deriſion! Becauſe the majority of them might be 


young men, they muſt be cenſured for pręſuming to inte- ; 


teſt themſelves in the happineſs of that country in which 
they were to ſpend their future days, and whoſe conſtitu- 
tion was to operate upon their future lives! Bat you have 
ſeen ſeveral of the members of that ſociety, and thoſe too 
adduced by the Proſecutor, (Mr. Johnſtone in the number) 
and did you think them ſo young, ſo frivolous,” and fo II- 
taught as he repreſented ? This is a matter which regards 
vou, as you were the witneſſes, and you muſt judge for 
yourſelves. Finally, hear the concluſion gf the depoſition 


of this witneſs, which ſtates, That I recommended peace 


* and regularity to the meeting, and obſerved that any tu- 
„% mult or diſorder would ruin their common cauſe ;** and 
that I told them, there was no other mode of procuring 
* redreſs, but by applying to Parhament ;” and that I re- 
commended to them ** to- beware of VP ay immoral | 
characters as members. | 
The next witneſs alan for the Proferutory 15 Robert 
| weden vice > 8 of the e at 9 


75 


| whatſoever 


ED [94 5 © 
| who 1 to che beer which occurred at the ſante 
: Ang, in which the preceding witneſs was preſent. ' 


DM. Muir then read over His notes abs this e depo ; 


| Atom] e 

n What relpe Goes this tails criminate me ? J Doss 
| he not agree preciſely with Johnſtone, concerning my gene- 
ral conduct. 1 am accuſed of vilifying the King and conſti- 


tution; and what dots this witneſs. ſay ? ? That I made a 
- ſpeech, in which I advifed regularity in their proceedings; 
and' that they ought to proceed in a conſtitutional manner, 
as the law new is; by King, Lords, and Commons. The 


indictment alledges, that F fpoke and reprobated the mo- 


narchical branch of the conſtitution. But the witneſs 


fears, that I ſaid nothing about the expence of the King, 


nor the comparative expence of the French conſtitution, 
nor the ſueceſs of their arms. Gentlemen, I fpeak with 


a candour > it is not in my nne that I fpoke con- 
cerning the comparative excellency of the French or Britiſh 
conſtitutions. You hear one witneſs declaring, that I mere- 


ly compared them together; you hear tlxis witnefs declare, 

that I made no mention of either conſtitution ; both of them 
may bare fpoken truth according to the impreflion which | 
was on their minds, but they ſhew you the danger of truſt⸗ 
ing to the memory of witneſſes, when it relates to words 
ſpoken i in the warmth of a public diſcuſſion, and attempted | 
to be recolleted.- after the lapfe of many months. But give 
xee of ftrengh you ehuſe to Johnftone's evi. 
denee, . draw from the compariſon, which I inflituted: bes - 
tween the French and Britiſh conſtitutions, an inference as 
bighly criminal as you poſſibly can; the teftimony of that 


man is completely overthrown by this witneſs. Mr. Wad- 


dell has ſtated to you what paſſed after the meeting was o- 


ver, in private company, in the unguarded hour, when 


the mind dreads no danger, and when vigilance is aſleep. 
Can! any thing prove more ſtrongly than the depoſition of 
this man, the innoceney of my conduct? The converſation 


f related to volitics, aud to new 3 and ſurely 


* 
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eh of chat kind are 1 more noble in their na. 
ture, than thoſe which deform convivial ſociety, and diſ- 
grace the man. He _ remembers me ſpeaking of Mr, 
Flower's book upon the French Cortitation;.. a box 
which the Lord Advocate, although not ſpecified in the 
libel, wiſhed to infinuate as being ſeditious, and con- 
_ ſequently an aggravation of my crime. Of the truly 
reſpectable anthor of this book, I know nothing; but if, 
from writing, a true idea may be formed of the heart f 
which guides the pen, there is no man that I would more 
| fondly call my friend. It is true, I recommended Mr. 
Flower there, becauſe I recommended his principles, every, : 
where. -I will do ſo ſtill; I will do ſo in your preſence, in 
the preſence of the Court, and to this great audience. 
You, who wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, zead and 
weigh well the leſſons, which this good mgn has given and 
inculcated. Let perſonal reformation. precede public z. let. 
the torch of knowledge lighten the path of liberty; but, a. 
bove all, let ſound morality, and genuine Chriſtianity be 
the goals from which you commence your political career. 
A people ignorant---never can, enjoy freedom ; 3.2 ogy: Ie. 
moral are unworthy of the bleſling. F | 
The witneſs next mentions, that the anly book: which L þ 
recommended to be purchaſed, was Dr. Henry's Hiſtory, 
of England. I am an enemy to the conſtitution, and et 
I tecommended to the people the book. beſt calculated to 
inſtruct them in its principles, and in. its pregreſs; a book, 
applauded in private and in public by the Earl of Manſ,, 
Held, and upon whoſe application, the author received an, 
honourable penſion from the King; honourable to the 
D granter, to the receiver, and to lim who firſt Horns r 
modeſt merit of the . 
The witneſs next proceeds to. mention, that at t the meet, 
ing, a-perſon of the name of Boyd propoſed, that Paine's 
Works ſhould be purchaſed and recommended. What was 
my conduct upon | the. occaſion? I ſaid, it was foreign to 
their purpoſe ; and foreign, ſurely, indeed it was. | Withe. 9 
| M 3 I | 


* * a 


ot approving of Mr. Paine's peinple withont condem⸗ 


ing them, I fhall after wards more fully ſhew you, that the 


advice was 5 ſuch as Eras” them and 15 in our ee erct 


The vans meditions,, that he TIP Tor the Sasdety 


three or four copies of the Political Progreſs. Does he ſay, 
that it was at my deſire, or on my recommendation? No. 


hat he purchaſed for his own uſe and that of his neigh- | 
bours, three or four copies of the Paiſſey Declaration of 
Rights; that he got a copy of Paine's pamphlet, but Knows 


not from whom; that he never ſaw the Dialogue betwixt 


the Governors and the Govetned, one of the charges a- 53 
gainſt me in the libel; and that a Mr. William Muir thew- 


ed him a number of the Patriot.” In the name of common 
ſenſe, what connection have T with this extraneous matter! 4 
| How does it tend towards my erimination? The witneſs 
fwears poſitively, that the only book which : Tecommended 
to be 3 by the! prong; of ras Henrys c of 
Britain. an . 

The witneſs declared ARES more equal repre Hlnthifch: 4s 
| ople: was the object of the Society. Being aſked by 
: the Solicitor General, what he meant by amore e equal Te- 
preſentation. He ſtopt for a moment to confider.' O! what 
matter of trrümph was this! Then burſt the contemptuous 


ſneer; and then with affected ridicule was pointed out, the 
abfurdity of men ſo ignorant, embarking in the caufe of 


a reformation, when even their Vice. Preſident, the wi itneſs, 
who' from his Ration, if any had known, he ſhould tiave been 


be the man. But by All, excepting by Mr. Pitt and the Duke 7 
k Richmond. who contended for reformation, no ſpecific | 
Plan! has vet deen propoſed.” 13 al that was s faid 3 in the re: ; 
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queſtion Ye His : anſwer was ſuch as did honour to the cool- 


| neſs of his m ind; and to the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding. 
| Theo N * "ey Avided the Society. One was, 


. 18 1 It. ew a Wader of Tings that the 
_ witneſs Nope for a moment to conſider his auſwer to the 
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for Legung the right of election to landed property; the 
other, for extending it to the body of the people ; ; that he, 
for his own part, had not yet made up his. mind vie either. 
| Being aſked my opinion, he ſwears, I gave none. 5 
The witneſs depones to my expreſs language, that 1 faid 
to the meeting, that they would be the more ſucceſsful, the 
more they were conſtitutional. Ts this preaching” up ſedi- 
tion? Is this inflaming the minds of the multitude to rebel; 
hon? With every witneſs adduced againſt me this day, 
this witneſs likewiſe corroborates' my earneſt advices” to er 
| N to be regular, to be moderate, and to be moral. 
The next witrieſs propoſed to be adduced apainft me was, 
the Reverend James Lapflie. My objections to his Tamil. 
fibility were ſuſtained, before I advanced upon the thref- 
hold of my proof, by the Lord' Advocate's giving him up. 
Sorry am I indeed for the Profecutor's timely precaution; 
proof was thickening faſt again this gentleman; Proof of 
ä practices, proof of erimes, which. but 15 g⁰ no far. 
ther; the day will come, -when this gentleman' and myſelf 
; thall exchange fituations at this bar. I truſt that by your 
verdict I ſhall be acquitted, and the moment after, I ſo- 
lemnly pledge myſelf to this nation, ts exhibit againſt him 
a eriminal accuſation of the moſt ſerious Kind. To fay 
more would not be right, as tending to excite a prejudice 
. againft him in the day of his own trial. It i is ſafficient for' 
me, that, even in this ſtage of the bulineſs, after the proof 
J was leadin g. my moſt rancorous enemy, would have 
bluſhed to have brought forward this man's teſtimony. 
The next witneſs was, Henry Freeland, prefident of the 
ſociety at Kirkintilloch. The indictment charges me with 
| having convocated the ſocieties at Campſie and at Kirk. 
intilloch. The witneſs depones, that there was an inten- 
tion of having a ſociety. at Kirkintilloch, long. before ever' 
he ſaw me. Does this witneſs, the firſt prefident of that 
7 ſociety,” who, if any man could, "muſt have been well in. 
formed-of the circumſtances leading to its formation, ſup- 


- port the * in the libel : ? I the reverſe, T thall' 


Call you this ſedition! Does not every thing brought for- 


ing, than Henry's Hiſtory. That I told them all riot would 


day, eight days before the ſociety met, when, 1 N 


1. 


1 . 1 3 part of his depoſition to the Y 
In my ſpeech, he mentions, that I ſpoke about. ſhortening 
the duration of Parliaments and a more equal repreſenta. 
tion; that I ſaid, that I thought taxes might be leflened by 
theſe means, and that the reform was not to take place as 
10 the King and Houſe of Lords, but only of the Commons. 


„ W M oo. 
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ward. by theſe witneſſes of the Crown, confute the falſe, - 
the injurious, and the ſcandalous charge in the libel, of vi- 
lifying the Conſtitution, and of e the n e re- 


i t 
bellion againſt the King? 5 ; ] 


Mr, Freeland {aid, that. 1 3 = 7 5 of the i 
French arms, and that liberty would be eſtabliſhed in France. 9 
Call you this likewiſe 3 crime ? At the time when I ſpoke = ; 
was it not. true? Were not the armies. of France 1 in every part 5 f 
victorious: 4 and could I, not poſſeſſed of the power of pene- , 


tration into the future, be ſure that they were not to ac- 


compliſh their object? Are not opinions, after all that has, 
happened daring the laſt months, as much divided as they | 
were then? Can Jou. go into private or into public com- 
pauy, where this topic forms not the moſt material part of 
their converſation : ? If merely to ſpeak upon this alen 0 | 
 fedition, you are all contaminated. 

Mr. Freeland concurs: with the ne 3 in re- 
wembering, that! recommended no other hook to the meet-. | 


1 ruin to the cauſe ; 5 exhorted them to be conſtitutional and 
regular, and told them, that they were to petition Parliar 5 
ment, and that there was nq other way of getting a reform. + 

I now come to the moſt material part of Mr. F reeland's 3 
evidence, which relates to my lending him a copy of Paine 9. 
Works. Now let us take his evidence i in the connection of 
time. ; He tells vou, that, having heard that Aa proclamation. 
was againſt that book; he was upon that account curious to 
ſee it, and that he irt ſpoke of it to me; that upon Tueſ-. 


p1 > be * ee in N Hoe: of 3 to e L. 
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- had ſent for him, that I bid him et in my ma cou 
pocket, and he would find the book; but that he had 
before this time, for the reaſon, which he had mention- 


ed, aſked the loan of it from me. He further tells you, | - 


5 that when he firſt ſpoke of that book to me, I ſaid, I 
thought it had a tendency to miſtead the people; that he 
was ſurpriſed I did not recommend it, becauſe every _ 
| elſe ſpoke well of it, and that I did nof approve; of 
This 4s Mr. Freeland's depoſition as to what paſſed be- 
tween him and me, when he received Mr, Paine's Works. 

But his teſtimony. goes farther, and corroborates that 
I which all the witneſſes are , unanimous, concern- 8 

ing what paſſed in tho ſociety when that book was men- 

tioned; of its being ſaggeſted by one Boyd, to purchaſe it; 

but that I ſhook — head, and ſaid it was W to the 
purpoſe. 

Gentlemen, This is . ok A 5 which 
a Proſecutor has been able to produce. A wide field 51 
now before us, and that I may deviate as little as poſſible 
from preciſion, I ſhall Arran ge what I PRA to VP . | 
_ diſtin heads. > 

In the fr/t place, the ie 1 me inf feloni- 
ouſly and wickedly circulating and: diſtributing this book, 


in order to inflame the minds of men againſt the Conſtitu- 


tion. You are the judges of the law and of the fact. Tour 
decifion will not ſeparate them from each. other, but com 
bine them both together. Is it neceſſary. for me to inform 
you, that, without a criminal intention, there can be nd 
erime; and has not the indictment itſelf ſet forth, that 
I did not circulate theſe books merely, but that the oireu- 
| lation proceeded from ſuch intention. Now, I aſk: you 10 
lay your hands upon your breaſts, and to ſay, where, in 
the circumſtances of this caſe, is the ſhadow of feloidions. 
5 deſign. The Works of Mr. Paine had been publiſhed and 
ſold every where. The papers of the day teemed with ſuc- 


bieſſive advertiſements, announcing where they were to be 


5 Procur ed. What excited this Ps 10 the GO WN 


* 


9 


withowe weering Sod ſvllable upon a 80 iarcele melt, 
or uf theſe works, is enſy to tell. The fituation 


* ente forward. Mr. Burke enten e 


s Paine. 


upen.the oppoſite by. 1 
pions of 


Works of Mr. Burke and of Thoma; Paine, bey with a ra- 


pidity to every corner of the land, hitherto. unexampled' - Wh 


the: wrt political ſcience... Js there a ſingle man a- 
| von, who has not read the Works eliher of Paine or 


leur Treatiſe upon the 


Ty * * 


cauſe we-harboured: no evil deſigu , 


I there had been a public” law of : the Kingdom e 8 
1 en tlie preſumption of I igvorance, could” not be 5 


8 itted by its rigid rule. And the mere act of giving a- 


way a We op, would have been conſidered as a 20 | 

tion of its letter. But, at the period when 1 lent Mr, Free- 

la ferks, was the ſentence of reprobation, thiin- | 
ered egainſt them? No then was guilty « of offending no 
- . exiſting Law. I was: not certified. of my danger. I was 


Pine's W 


of Feaves couſed the attention of Europe, To that coun- 
WENN] eye way. turned, and every man who could wield 
Pl « peny; was employed in diſeuſſing the principles which the — 


field-: erfy. The name of that gentleman would if 
, give: iyle-end: diffuſſog to any Production. Mr. Burke 7 
fought upon one fide. of the queſtion, He Was encountered ty 
homa Both of them cham: 

ro ed vigour, ang of. undoubted proweſs. 
E Could public euriofity not be awakened 1 to the conten« . 
tion of ſuch men? It was ſo moſt completely: and, the 


* — 


; there a perſon upon z the bench, upon the Jus 
| eee Who has either not purchaſed or 
Lights: of Man! T Now, if one ok 
vou lent to. a friend or relation, who might participate in 
the common curioſity, 2. fingle, pamphlet of Mr. Paine's, 
Von are as guilty a8 I am ; hut why ſhould, | aſe the term 
guilty? NONE. of us, are,guilty in lending that book, be. 


not put uh my guard, Was there a Judgment of any 


_ court in England or in Scotland agaiaſt this bock at that 


time No. Then I had no capſe. for alarm; but ſome 5 


n. 8 a proclamation again; feditions Tong 


I: 2 3] 


5 had been en A proclamation, gentlemen, is not loom. | 
It can declare and i it can enforce what the jeg nyc Of — 

enatted, but it has no legiſlative authority. But s 
there at 7 mention of Mr. Paine's'Works'in-that/pracl 

2. None. What were the conſequentees” uf his 

| amat ion? Yau know them well. If there had bern . 
demand before for political books; that demand increaſed - + 


nin a 4 tepfold , proportion. _ Concerning the particular 


books t5 which the proclamation might tbe »ſuppoſs 1 
ed to allude, curioſity was more highly" excited, and t 
1 became more Tn, mite reſted, — marks 


In. g 6 Chas” 1 Mews a Fe dene 96 the 3 
Was uſed. againſt it, he was, upon that account, curious to 
ſiee it, and firſt ſpoke of it to Mr. Mair.“ Now T aſk you; - 
if any thing like felonious intention in Freeland ban he Wiſs 
| covered, in applying for it to me; a proclamation had hen 
iſſued againſt ſeditious. books, and a natural burioſitz Was 
excited in him to ſee what theſe books were, which he had. 
heard reported to be ſeditious; a curioſity which, at the time: 
was common to all. 1 aſk, if Jou eould ſuppoſe. there was 
a felonious intention in my lending it? Did- T introduse the 
; converſation by ſpeaking of it. Did I advife hien to read itt 
to adopt its principles," and to contribute Ris exertions 0 
carry them into practice? No,—He expreſsly tells vou that 
I did not appfove of the book ; that I ſaid it bad: nc 
to miſlead the people, at which he was furpriſecd, us it- mug. 
other wiſe approved by all. To what” then reducesitſghÞ.. 
this mighty crime of ſedition for which I ſtand here s + Fi 
gratify the natural curioſity of a perfor who: tells you} Ee 
lives in my neighbourhood, and is a diſtant relation; Fleas: 
a book, which was in univerſal. citculation, unnotie: . by © 1 
Contts of Juſtice, ancondemned by law. ne Bir | 
HK Ju. have ome here this dap — ge: 


wretched pretexts 2d a to juſtify a RIGS of 
power. Theſe pretexts are ſoon ſeen through by the pe- 
netrating eye of mankind, and to the guilt attending the 
determination, will be added the „ which the pre- 
dert will juſtify. | 
Gentlemen, in the ſecond "OY 8 W dire your at- 
tention to what Mr. Paine's writings are, and to the parti. 
© eular manner in which they are Preſented 1 in accuſation, in 
my trial. I will allow that any writing which calls upon 
the people to riſe i in arms, to refiſt the law, 203 to ſubvert 
the conſtitution is ſomething wor ſe than ſeditious, that * ' 
is treaſonable, but do the writings of Mr. Paine ſtand in 
that predicament? Can you point me out a fingle ſentence 
here he provokes inſurre&iop ? Mr. Paine's writings are 
indiſputably of a ſpeculative nature. He inveſtigates the 
firſt principles of ſociety; he compares different forms of 
government together; and where he gives the 1 
a aſſigns his reaſons for ſo doing. ET 5 
I have neither time, nor inclination to entertain you by 
{i reations' upon the Liberty of the Preſs. If that liberty 
is fickly, the Conftitution is likewiſe diſeaſed. If that li- 
berty is extinguiſhed, the conſtitution expires. You will 
"aſk, What is the preciſe notion which I aflix to the term Li- | 
berty of the Preſs? I will tell you honeſtly, and without 
_ diſgniſe.---By the Liberty of the Preſs, I mean not the power 
of aſſaſſinating the reputation, of torturing the feelings of 
individuals. No crime in my eſtimation can be more hei- 
nous. By the Liberty of the Preſs, I mean not the power 
| of degrading, and of contaminating the public mind by cor- 
. rup ion of public morals...-By the Liberty of the Prefs, I 
ut Erſtand not the power of inflaming the minds of men a- 
galnſt the conſtitution, of ſtimulating the people to inſur- 
- Tection, and of tearin 8 down the barriers of publie property, 
and of public ſecurity. Where government is eſtabliſhed, | 
chat government muſt be reſpected. And the trueſt re- 
Public, which ever yet exiſted, never could tolerate the 
Anternal foe, who; within its own precincts, ſounded the 
charge to civil war,---BY THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, I 
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of preſenting to the world, whatever may tend to public 
good, and may not hurt the e of eee morals, 
nor eftabliſhed laws. 

Conſtitutions of government are the workmaihip. of 0 
men; that conſtitution is the maſt perfect, which can be 
moſt eaſily amended. There are conſtitutions, which, ſtep _ 
by ſtep, without convulſion,. and without blood, have ad- 
vanced to ſuperior degrees of perfection; which, by their 
. own internal energy, have effected their own reformation, 


and avoided the calamities of a revolution. Theſe progreſ- 


five conſtitutions, if I may uſe the expreſſion, muſt always 
cCheriſh and ſupport the liberty of the preſs, as the chief in- 
ſtrument of their preſervation. Look back, I beſeech you, 
to the ancient ſyſtem in France. To you the obſervation 
may be ſingular, but I am confident. in my own mind it is 
juſt. If, while the veſtiges of their ancient conſtitution ſtill | 
remained, while the remembrance of the States General was 
not yet forgotten, the freedom of the preſs had not been 
annihilated, their conſtitution. would have become pro- 
greſſive; its reformation would gradually have been ope- 
rated, and by the exertions of good men and of patriotic 
urxiters, all the calamities which we now deplore in the re- 
volution would have been averted. How grateful ſhould 
we be to eternal providence, that our Conſtitution. poſſeſſes 
in itſelf the power of amendment, that, without a revolu- 
tion, it can rectify its abuſes ; and that, ſilently and without 
diſorder, it can advance towards that chaſtened liberty, which 
conſtitutes human felicity. You have read the hiſtory of the 


Britiſh Conſtitution; and what is it, but the hiſtory;of a 


continual progreſs ? ? You will next aſk what has been the 
impelling cauſe of this progreſs? I anſwer, the right of the 
univerſal diffuſion of information, by means of the A 

of the Preſs. If you deſtroy that liberty, you accompliſh 
one of two things. -The people will be buried in ignorance; 
the iron throne of deſpotiſm will be erected, and the ſilent 
i cannot, will not contemplate the * If __ de- 

8 ; 8 N ij | £ 
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3 ey 8 of Fr e Pref, you may perchance do . 

. thing elſe, which is horrible to think upon. This high ſpi 
æited and generous people will not ſoon forget their loft 

. rights. You have removed what led to progreſſive perfec- : 
ion. Evil will proceed to evil. What originated ſolely + * 

from corrupted men, will be imputed to the conſtitution it- ; 

ſelf. By undermining its beſt prop, its moſt ſolid and maſ- 
y pillar, I repeat it, and never ſhall ceaſe to repeat it, the 
Tiberty of the Preſs, you expoſe this holy fabric to a blow, 
\arkiotr ſhall ſhake it from its foundations. Let us then ap- 
' ply this argament to the caſe of Mr. Paine. This work is 
merely of a ſpeculative nature, upon the principles of go- 

1 vernment. If Mr. Paine's Work is inconſiſtent with the 

Britiſh Conſtitution, what is the confequence ? Tf the book 

is written with ingenuity, it will acquire readers. No man 
in his ſound fenſes, the keeneſt advocate for a Parliament- 

| ary Reform, but will avert his eyes, bathed in tears, and 

in horror of ſoul, from a revolution. He will compare the. 

_ principles. of Mr, Paine with the Conſtitution. If Mr. 
Paige has pointed out any thing defefive in the Conftitu- 
tion, he will contribute his humble efforts to have that de- 

F fect repaĩred. a If, upen the other hand, he ſhall imagine, 
that Mr. Paine has taken an erroneous view of this edifice, 
has miſrepreſented its properties, he will become more and 
more ſenſible, from his inquiry, of the ſecurity which he 
enjoys under its protecting roof. The ſenſe: of dan ger will 
be removed, and his mind, undiſturbed by gloomy appre- 
_ Itnfions, will enjoy tranquillity. O! how little do ye deem 
the Britiſh. Conſtitution, | who think that it is built upon 
the fand, which whey the rain deſcendeth, and the floods | 
| cometh, and the winds blow, andt beat upon it, that it ſhall. 
Tall. No. when the rains deſcend, when the floods come, 

- when the winds blow, it ſhall not fall, for it is founded 
upon a rock. 21 then maintain, although net in accents 
| Fiveet to the ear of corruption, grateful to courtly pride, 

| hor or acceptable to ill-got power, that thoſe: Speculganys:. Wri- 

kann bo n the n Con itution, 


A 
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eompare that Conſtitution with thoſe of als . | 
perform a meritorious ſervice to this nation: theſe writers | 
either impel us to rectify that which is wrong, or more 
ſtrongly confirm us in our love and in our attachment to 
that which is right, Let Mr. Paine then be conſidered as 
the bittereſt enemy to our Conſtitution, yet as long as he 
confines himſelf to ſpeculation, we ſhould be grateful. Our 
beſt intereſts are involved in the Conſtitution, and like 
thoſe ſtill of a higher claſs; ſuperior to time, and which ex- 
tend to eternity, are too apt to be forgotten, and to make 
little impreſſion. If Mr. Paine then has called our atten- 
tion to the Conſtitution, he has performed to us an eſſen- 
tial ſervice, he has led us to contemplate all its perfection, 
and rouſed us from our lethargy to rectify wherever, * | 
time and by corruption, it may have ſuffered decay. | 
Shall the lending of a fingle copy of the works of this ; 


| writer be held criminal? When was there ever ſuch a vi- 0 


olation of ti rights of Britons? Mr. Paine has compoſed 


no model of a- perfect commonwealth, as Mr. Hume has 


done ; yet, the political works of Mr. Hume, you have all 

read, and you have all applauded. If yon condenin a 
man for lending Mr. Paine's Works, you do What even 
was not attempted to be done, in the Reign of Henry the 


VIII, when the conſtitution lay expiring on the rack of 


deſpotiſm, making exertious which only could. di ſcover re- 
maining life, but at the ſame time tlie privation of ſtrength. : 
Along with equality of political rights, has Mr. Paine | 
preached equality of property? à chimera which may eüter 
into the brains of thoſe, who may dream of a golden age, 


but who know not human nature. Yet, under that arbitrary - 


#ign, did not Sir Thomas More, enjoying the confidence 
of the King, and placed at the head of the law, publiſh his | 
Utopia, the plan of his republic, of which an equal divi- | 
fon of property; an Agrarian law, an univerſal community, 
formed the baſis. In this enlightened age, when, after ſo 
many fiery trials, our'conftitution, in its pure and genuine 
5 e ſtands „— to our "RY will you condem an 
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man for lending a work, equally ſpeculative, and if ſuch a- 
thing exiſted, as a well founded ee . e in- 
* more dangerous. 5 
I T ſhould be the laſt man to een to your "REM TRG the 
condu& of deſpots; wes L call upon you to ponder well the 


words of a man, who endered the terms republic and pure 


and undefined deſpotiſm the ſame; Cromwell. Under his pro- 
tectorſhip, when Harrin gton publiſhed his Oceana; inform- 
ers denounced the work. My cauſe is too ftrong,” (faid 

Cromwell) ** to be hurt by paper-ſhot ;* and if you ſay that, 

by any publication, the Britiſh conſtitution can be injured, 
Fou, yourſel ves, areſguiltyofthecrime of libelling its ſtrength. 

Too conelude upon this head, I maintain, that to ſuppreſs 

works purely ſpeculative, provoking not the people to diſ- 
obedience to the laws, nor to rebellion, however much 
theſe works may differ from the conſtitution, is to de- 
ſtroy the Liberty of the Preſs, to trample upon the 
beſt and the ſuxeſt bulwark, which: defends the appro- 
aches to that reſpected building. If, to lend the Works 
of Thomas Paine to-day be ſedition, to lend a tranſ- 
lation of the republic of Plato to-morrow will be treaſon. 
Gentlemen, the works of Mr. Paine are lying before me. 
I could read to you many paſſages to prove, that they are 
merely of a ſpeculative nature. You are exhauſted; e- 
qually ſo. am I. And yet, we have ſome length of feld 
before we conclude to travel over. For theſe paſſages I re- 
fer you to the celebrated ſpeech of Mr. Erſkine; one of the 
beſt friends the conſtitution ever knew, although of that 
reprobated caſt, the Friends of the People. Gentlemen, I 
ruſt that you will now be perſuaded, that neither the pub- 
liching nor the lending of a ſpeculative political book is ſe- 
dition. But I now call your attention to another circum- 
ſtance, the manner in which criminality is attached to that 
book and to myſelf. © Various detached paſſages are quoted 
From it in the indictment. They are called wicked, inflam- . 
matory and ſeditious. In the ſacred name of juſtice, will 
5 you wee any book ber data paſſages, ſeparated from 


the whole connection, cut off from reciprocal explanation, 
and from which neither its general tenor nor ſeope can be 
difcovered, If you do this, where is the book in which 
you cannot diſcover ſedition, by diſſecting its ſeparate ſen- 
 tences and paragraphs. Fot my part, if you proceed on in 


this manner, I do not know a more dangerous collection 


than the books of holy inſpiration. Separate verſe from 5 
verſe, and then combine them, according to your pleaſure, 


and you may make the Bible one of the moſt ſeditious and 


treaſonable books which even was written. But you are 
neither to condemn that- book, nor me, for thoſe detached 
_ paſſages exhibited in the indictment. You muſt carry along 


with you the whole works of Mr. Paine, you muſt ſeruti- 


nize line, by line, and you muſt pronounce upon the gene- 
ral context. If you find it provoking the people to reſiſ- 
tance, calling them forth to arms, to ſubvert the conſtitu- 
tion; then, no doubt, it is ſeditious. But, if you find the 
| . indulging himſelf in nothing but philoſophical and 
political ſpeculation, however much your principles and his 
may differ, you cannot condemn him for - compoſing it, or 
me, after it was png <a and publiſhed, for I it to 
a relation, 

If you condemn boek for ati g ſeditious, ina acconiit 

| of paſſages culled from this page and from -that page, and 
artfully combined together, you have it in your power to 
award a proſcription againſt books and univerſal literature, 
As I have already mentioned, there is not a fingle book, in 
which, by diſſecting it in this manner, ſentence by ſentence, 
and paſſage by paſſage, you may not diſcover immorality, 
_ blaſphemy, and treaſon. Indeed, if the ſad objects of re- 
flection which preſent themſelves to my mind, when I con- 
template the ſtate of my country, could permit me to in- 
dulge in a vein of ridicule, I would adviſe you at once to 
lay the axe to the root of the tree, and to bring an indict- 
ment againſt the alphabet itſelf, as it is the ſource of the 
evil you dread, as its parts form the component elements 
ol ſentences and of paragraphs, which may contain the moſt 


* * 
* 


35 COT 1 r 


dangerous Magen, u moſt horrible treaſon, Bees 


is not an hour to indulge*the port of tiemour;- ? 


I will Hächit, chat the paſſages from Mr. Paine and the 
books ethibites in the indictment may be highly criminal, 
but will any Perſon venture to ſay, that J lent eee 


for contziting ſuch paſſages, that I particularly pointed 


them out; and gave them my warmeſt approbation?? If tho 


Proſecuior has a right to preſume, that it was upon 4tcout 
of theſe paſſages I lent theſe writings, I tos have à right 


to draw a contrary preſumption in my fa vaur. If there 


„ 


are ſentiments in the Works of Mr. Paine, (and many fiich 


there are,) fraught with univerſal benevolence, Inculcatin 8 
univerſal amity and brotherhood, and of a tendency to dif. | 
pel thoſe paſlions and thoſe prejudices, which animate and 


impel nation againſt nation into the Held of Wood and of car- 


nage, I ant entitled to'plead upon theſe paſſaßes: I have a 


right to e, kat i Was the afitidote*and not; che poiſon! 
nder "And you mut ktiow,' that che law of this | 


country. obs ge you, where. oppoſing prefumptions 'are f 


kreeon 


equal re y to let the mod A on . fide 


E N To 5 \ 


of mercy. N . 
Gentlemen, T "hall IE upon the Wen of : 


n 


| Paine's, Works by obſerving, "That all the witneſſes have' "a a 


niformly ſworn, that 1 refuſed to recommend them; that 
when the matter was propoſed, J ſaid, the principles con- 
tained in them. might miſlead the people, as they were fo- 
reign tothe objed of the ſociety, and might miſguide weak. 
minds. There is not à witneſs adduced by the Proſecutor, 


. who ſays the contrary: of this ;* and will” Jou agree in dpi. 


nion, that, the charge. i in my indictment of : circulating and 
0 recommending theſe books, Has the lighteſt ſhadow of Tap 
- port? 1 will tell. you tl the reaſon NL 1 did riot | Fecommend | 
Mr. Paine's books th. the ſogidtigs in in Seot 


cotland” and why I 


declared them foreign. to their parpoſe =. Mx. Paine is a 


republican, and the ſpirit o of republicaniſra 'breathes thro” 


all his writings, | This is his darling ſyſterh. The object 


of theſe ſocieties Was, by e means, to e 


845 


We to repair their own. manſion rather chan pull | 


tain experience of future ages. Al the witneffes Wag 


had been diſcoffed, doubtleſs might bare giver opinions: dif. 
ferent from thoſe which Feonfidered it eee advance, 
when acting under an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and employ- * 


_ Tay upon a Perfect Commonwealth, dit not he, as ftro 


5 veſt Principles? X But * Mr. Hume to have been « . 


. 
D 
„„ 2 . 
898 - 
. 


Fefortgation:: conflitnt . 
which implied Js: dekrüsten; ; to have their long loſt rights 
reftored, but not the aſſumptlon of new: rights derived = . 


a different fyſtem. The people of Scotland were rapidly 1 3 


advancing tg a tre ſenſe” of their conftitutional hberties : 


| They: demanded an application to them of the conſtitution, Ny: 2 


in its genuine principles, in which they beneld- their ſecu- 5 ; 


rity confirmed, and their happineſs eſtabliſhed. That they 75 


might adyance with more ardbur in this caufe; it was ne- 


_reflary that they ſhauld know the conſtitution; what it had 


been in/its vigour, and what it now is in its decay, in con- 
ſequence of the corruption of men and of ages. What 84 

1 do to effeftuate this legal and peaceable object? I did nat 
preſent to them the ſplendid fabries of ancient or of modern 
cs; I wiſhed them to keep their eyes confined at 55 4 


down, and expoſe themſelves to the inconveniencies and to 


the dangers of building upon new plans, the advantages er 5 


diſadvantages of which could be only known by the * | 


of my conduct in the focieties tell you, that I recommend- 
ed none but conſtitutional meafures; and that the only 
bock Which I recommended to therx was Henry Hiftory 
of England, as the beſt calculated, by its accuracy and 
plainneſs, to give them bw 1] ate me nature and 1 2 ; 
of their conftitution. / : DFO 
Is, in my Hbrary, events ink capes ob go. 
verbs the Plans adopted by different politic al writers 


ed in choſe meaſures, which it pointed out, to efe@trate 3 3 
redreſs of grievances, - en) Mr. Hume publitked” his Ef. 


Kot 1% 


as he poſſibly could, declare that he thought . 
preſerable to the Rritiſh conſtitution, even in is pureſt au 


0 e 
5 ; 


me 
member of the FR ol the: Friends of the People, what 


men who were aſſembled to renovate conſtitutional Fights 
only Yow muſt give up the conſtitution entirely; it is de- 
fective and imperfect when compared to the offspring of my 
fancy; it is chis laſt wich you muſt adopt, and reject the 
former. But Mr. Hume would have held forth no ſuch 
language; he wolld have ſaid to them, The grievances of 
which you complain can be redreſſed by the energy of our 
ovyn conſtitution; the redreſs of theſe grievances is the on- 
7 object of your aſſociation. If then reformation is your 
objeQ;' and not revolution, however much you may ap- 
Prove of my ſpecutative ſyſtem, it muſt not ID pop 
you for a moment in practice.. 

A was upon this principle that I e to 1 
the Works of Mr. Paine; that I ſaid, that they were foreign 
to the purpoſe; and might miſlead weak minds. But was 
it ever before held oriminal in an author, to publiſh what 
ſpeculative. ſyſtems/ of government he- pleaſed, provided he 
eonfined himfelf in the retirement of ſpeculation, and did 
not advance forth to the field of action Was it a erime of 
Flato, under the Athenian republic, to compoſe his beau» 
tiful ſyſtem, of one more perfect? Was it high treaſon in 
Gicero, under the Roman Commonwealth, to vrrite thoſe 
3 works which have been loft in the darkneſs 
of the Gothic night, and of which, u few fragments 
eduld be: found; only, when the morning. of letters began to 
dawn upon Europe? Was Sir Thomas More led forth te 


the ſcaffold for'compoling his Utopia, Harrington e 
ed for his Oceana, or Hume exiled for his C. 


Theſe authors indulged themſelves ia a liberty, which, 5 | 


- we now are to be deprived of, we muſt he left hopeleſs, 
und in diſpair;. as the attempt = amendment att refotma- 
tion will be for ever preelude e. 

pon the prineiple which I bare bed 1 ſhouts 
have thought it an 1¹ not more eee n! inen 


would have been his conduck in it? Would he have faid to- 


8 


before whom Mr. Paine was either directly er 


Y ? 8 + * 7 | 
pp People, Plato's Republie;. e 5 . py 
Inexpedient-! becauſe theſe writings might have had a ten- 
 deney to lead theſe ſocieties-from their conſtitutional object; 
dangerous?! -becauſe, if preſented to weak underſtandings, 
and to fervidimaginations, they might bave inflaenced them 
to depart from thoſe ends, which, by calmneſs, perſeverance, - 
and legal meaſures, they were ſure at laſt to accompliſh, in 
rye of chimeras, brill iant but deluſive, always ſoeming. 
: iy approaching, butalways in reality flying farther away.. 
Gentlemen, I conelude my obſervations upon the ſub. 
_ jet of Mr. Paine's 'Warkss: Teu nul 1 oj 
| ＋ 2 ſingle copy which I lent; the cireumſtances attending 
it, which, admitting the book to be as ſediticus and as trea- 
ſonable as can be imagined, precluded the iden of à felo- 


ious circulation. Tou are the firſt Jury in Scotland, | 5 


- 


brought; 1 truſt, that you will act in ſuch a manner 48 f ww 
do honour. to yourſelves, in doing juſtice to him and to = 
me; that you will not attempt to annihilate political ſci- 


ence, by condemming 2 Work in its nature purely ſpecu- ; 


lative that, in this country where our chief glory bas — 
| riſen from literature, you: will not limit her 'refea 5 
but indulge her in her unbounded flight, into every region 
where the materials of human happineſs and human imp EE 
ment can” be colle&ed. Above all I entreat you,” that you = 
| would not ſet the dangerous precedent of co | | 3 
for ſentenees detached: from the whole, when yo do * : 
| conſider the general tenor and ſcope. . I tell you that if 50 
' you do net Larry away this bock from your table to your” 5 
chamber, read every line, and compare the whole in connec? 


tion, vou do me moſt flagrant: injuſtice... | Finally, I muſt - 
dell vou, that you are not bound by what any Jury „ 
done i in England-- -you are bound by the Law of Scotland 


and this's'the fr trial of che kind which ever occurred 
here: Even the deciſions in England have loſt the 3 
f pect due to them, althongh they were to be held out as 
| proba We Jv de hate one ay cada th 
| 1 Oo y 1 


1 [222 f 


n qd; rhis publiticrs,, and ped the Gs 

| n heard other Juries pronounce à verdict of acquittal. 
© The 'next: witneſs is Anne Fiſher, 2 late ſervant in my 
8 b houſe. | Her evidence comes forward to you with 


peculiar, diſtinction 3; careſſed by the Proſecutor, and com- 
plimented by the Court z -her wonderful accuracy extol- 
led, and her abilities admired, I will ſoon ſhew-y0u,. Gen. 
tlotden, that ſhe has hut few pretenſions to that accuracy, 2-4 
ol which the Lord: Advocate ſppke in ſuch terms z. chat het 7 
memory poſſeſſes a fingular. quality, 'retentive. to whatever il _ 
_ militate againſt me, but heſitating and! confuſed to = 
vhateyer may ſeem in my fayour. What chis domeſtic 
—— inſtructed Tpy bas given in evidence againſt me, 
fi my wind with little concern; on the contrary it af- 
* ſords me much; fatisfaction to find that when I was ſur- 
de din the place. where I expected moſt ſeeuxity Where \ 
all ſuſpicion Wag lulled aſleep, my oonduct was ſo guard- 
"MEM hat do I wenn, eee has no 
werte be the Watch . 
Mx conduct has been ſuch, 05 even dion delt cannot 
deen. But before I-progced to xead her evidence from 
- notes, let me, folemaly caution, you againſt; the danger. FF 
qus precedent, of giving credibility 10 witaglles! of this 15 
| Kind wer eee ofthis ma. The erime af ſedi- 1 
tion, [if you, attend to its eſſenos, never ean be committed 
within the walls of a private houſe... It ſuppoſes the high- 
eſt publicity, the convocation of, many. Rat if power ſhall 
ay, that words ſpoken. in an,unguarded moment within 
the ſacred walls of a family, amount 60 thie erime, What 
Will follow, ? Not tb with whom you may have acted in 
Vvour politigal Rfe, and who, . with: the impreſſion of the 
. oath of. God nom them, cam, beſt. tell the, truth a ngt 45 ſ 
whom von may- -have.: admitted to. your: friend{hip;: and. % 
pur conſidenge, and} Who het Kno the ſecnots of your 
 _ - ſoul. but the mæaneſt of your domeſtics, who coult} hardly. 
, Were proſencs; un in their aich deter Who, 


e 8 r TR TE; ye -— _ "7 
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y ate almoſt inktiown te Theſe! 'Fhe-meane t and 
the loweſt=-awill de brought forward to Seeg away your 
property, your reputation, and your life: And ſuch is this 
witheſs,; who is adduced againſt me with fuch parade. O! 
Beware how ye fanctify he ſhameful proceeding; It is not 
ms you wound owe? but you deſtroy tho corififlence which 
_ fubliſts/ between man and man; yog lend, by your own 
hands, to the ſtre- des of your children and your deareſt rela, 
tions, the fendt of ſufpieion and of danger; and ye ey 
put anendts.that reciprocity Lene which 
75 bens ind endeats domeſtic ſoeet . 


. Now tt us hear what this witneſs- has to 3 25 a rm 55 


5 * you from my notes, ker evidence. If HOOP: en 


im taking it down, you will pteaſe correct me. 


Here re eee . —_ Nr _ 
7 1 £67 | 29 FE: 33 
grileipal⸗ charges in the e e 
ving made fpecches in public: focteties, viliffing-the King 


end conftiturion,” The: ſesond, to my heving ditiboto# anf 5 


recommended ſeditious books, vis. Mr. Paine * at 
the Paiſley Declaration, ad the D logue between the 
Vvernors auc the Governed. Under thefe resse 12185 
cles, let us eamine the teſtimony ef this witnest Fig, 
To my makirg ſeditious nn ee K 2 quo 
culating.-ſediviqus! books, s. 
- Every: ching which- N ey mths eine 
mez be has told on that he would adduee under knie gene. 


—— 


rality of the term Sedition; even althougti ir fend nbt be 


| ſpecified in the libek- The Court likewife has permirtetl Hint” 
ſo to do; and in che cafe of this witneſs, you can fee un ex. ' 
emplary illuſlrat ion of this right, if it can be ſo called. Ace- 
cufed of making ſvdieious harangues in public,” this wretak- 
ed girł is adduced teifwear ee what the ſays, ſhe'thay have 
heard in private, when it ructed to take HIER, e 
ſtood aud marked to deſtru ion thoſe who! fed hen. 
And nne * 


9 


berrd me ate 3 


| Ta 144 1 


5 had a vote, I would be n ade member for Calder ; — that 
members of Parliament would have thirty or forty ſhillings 

f a- day, and that, in that eaſe, there would be none but ho- 
t neſt-men to keep he oonſtitution clear. Vou remem- 


; ber ho the Public Proſecutor enlarged and expatiated up- 
on theſe words of this witneſs. Now, after labouring ſo 


long in vain, he fancied, he had got ſomething againſt me, 
I ſmiled at the indecency of his exultation; but next 
moment bluſhed,»when reflected he was à lawyer, 
and chief Gonnſel- in Scotland for the Crown. Here ſaid 
the Froſecutor. $$; JE: ſee tho · cloven foot. Van fee French 
principles manif Her vou diſcoyer the whole tincture 


of his ſoul... Members of Parliament to: VE: Emmy or for . 


29. keep the canſtiration.clear;1-Is not this's vids ioe; that he 


| means.to. ne hang ee ou enn of 2 A Na- 5 


cate of Scotland. 8 Were a man who has hartlly FEW? 


»: 


10 „ eo docs not 


tha volume. of the hiſtory of our conſtit 
know, that: 
tion glided in, and tainted and poiſoned the whole, mem. 


bers of Parliament received their wages from the hands 4 
le alone: O. how I ſpeak it with joy when 1 | 


Po view Harke with ſorrow, when I contemplate the preſent ; 


men-who eee e eee be ound to ander- 


** en ee e 
0 „ eee her expreſs words, and 
upon them Iwill make no comment. That if every body 


9 8 
ello a ke mes eo 


until a very late period indeed, -when- corrup- 


nel; to have” received the price of 
IT a ny: other hands, than from the hands 
of the people. .Fhen. the: .conſtitation- polleſſed/ull- its e- 
nepgies.., Then towered the conſtitution in the ſtrength of 
age, but With the bloom of youth. The people delegate - 
none, but men whoſe virtues- they knew, and none büt 


a n 


WDR 
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re good men aw Engliſh TIE 1 E 
your eyes to the Hampdens, to the Sidneys, to mt Mar- 
ville's of former times ;. to thoſe - men whom- ; 
I top; they received their wages directly e mene 
Let the Lord Advocate -pronounce their eulogium hy his 2 
invective. If what I have ſaid be ſedition, when over- 
heard by that ſpy Fiſher, I ſhall next moment render my- 
ſelf infinitely more criminal; for I declare to you, that we 
never can expect a virtuous Houſe of Commons 's Con/titwu- 
tional Houſe of Commons, a Houſe of Commons, ſuch as it 
once was, connected with no other intereſt than the intereſt 
of the people; until fuch time as its members ſhall receive 
a compenſation for their attendance from the people. and from 
no other quarter, be entitled to no other reward than the 
approbation of their own minds, and the applauſes f 
their fellowo- citizens, of whoſe rights, and of whoſe cee ” 
| they have been the undaunted, uncorrupted- defenders. | 
| Fiſher proceeds to ſtate, that ſhe has heard me ſay, Thar : 
France was the moſt fouriſhing union hong, as they 
had aboliſhed tyranny, and got a free government: And that, 
further, ſhe has heard me ſay, that the Conſtitution of this 
country was very good; but that nen had” crept 
in, Fach n a thorough Reform. . 3 
Gentlemen, even in my moſt. eee ee e this do- 
meſtic ſpy. cannot, by her evidence, ſupport a tittle of the 
_ indictment, a een een n ing and 
Conſtitntion. 7 * 
Of ber idle ſtory of. , 1 Laid; e e eee 
55 Juſtice, that they needed a reform, and that this Court in 
particular got their money for nothing, but pronouncing 
ſientence of death upon poor creatures; and that their parade 
in coming into Glaſgow was uſeleſs, I difdain to take no-" _ 
tice, Only, you. will diſcover her exquiſite art. This day, 
I am tried before this very Court, and ſhe ſuppoſes;/ that, 
by. inventing and throwing in a circumſtanee of this kind, 
in order to irritate the judges againſt. me, ſhe will more 
8 wretched. ow a Oh A ia: 


— 4&5 - ry 


to he preſeribed from our Henguage it carries alarm and 
ſiedition in the ſound. If I had cauſed ty; be recited one of 
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berſorm 
bad infinitely. better opportunities to hear: my eonverſation; 


dad muſt ſhe, the loweſt af them all, with whom the can- 
not pretend I had ever two minutes ae be my | 


led ont, and pitched upan for this drudgery ?'.: 


This witneſs depones, that the heard me "Ip 2 . = 


4 can ferm of gayaramant. Was the beſt, but a monarchical 


form of government, under proper reſtrictions, would be 
tte beſt in this country. With all her art, and with alt her 
memorn, the cannot depope. o a fingle circumſtance which 


can Ar ike: again We, Even from her en account of my 


Pri vate converſation, it appears, that when I ſpoke of re 
puhlican formg of government, it was purely in the abſtract, 


withaut any allufion to this cauntry, without expreſſing 


any with to ſes any particular mode of them introduced; 
Aud that when I ſpoke of this country, I never doviated from 
_ the conſtitution, but ſaid that a limited ny oder 


3% a Anand 12: itn indlaratd.. 


+ The nent article of eee 

= 8 extraordinary kind, that I had ſent her to employ | 
an orgasiſt on the ſtreets of Glaſgow, to play the French 

| tune of Ca Ina. What! Was a tune, unintelligible to the 


multitude, to light up the flames af civil difeard,/ and to be 


the fareryuner of the revolution? Have you read the words 
of that- popular ſong? Could you difeoyer a-fingte iltufion - 
in theti ta the ſtate of England? But ſuppoſing you did, 


there is a preſumption from your ſtation in life, that you 
are acquainted with the French language; but is it fo. with 


| the multitude of our weavers in that quarter of the coun- 
try? Britain has always cheriſhed freedam, and ſhall it be 
_ _ deemed criminal in me, to liſten to the effuſions of joy, 
_ poured out by a neighbouring people, on-obtaining that firſt 
. of human bleſſings, which: abveys 'conftituted aur peculiar = 


diſtinction? But I know it well. The word Freedom is: foon 


— noble daruf . . — — W with 
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the en ſchußerm of Hor. the glories of che "Repablics? 5. 
Athens or of Sparta were diſplayed, in language more than 
mortal, my offence would have been deemed the {fame with 
that of amuſing. myſelf, by hearing the national Tong e of 
France. If it had been poſſible for me to have cayſed ' to 
be ſung, upon the Streets of Glaſgow, one of the Pſalms of 
the Hebrews, in the original language, in which the trj- 
umphs of the people and the deſtruction of tyrants are re- 
corded in a ſtrain of the higheſt poetical inſpiration, the. 
criminality would have been the ſame with that 75 fg to 
Xo ca tra. 5 a 
Let me abandon. the {ubjeR.., My ES career. a 
neither been. obſcure nor inglorious. It has undergone the | 
ſevereſt ſerutiny which ever fell to the lot of man; and af. 25 
ter every engine has heen employed, after heaven and earth. ; 
have been moved, the tremenduous charge of ſedition 1 1s to 
be ſupported by the teſtimonies of domeſtic Tpies, Twear- : 
ing, not to my ſerious occupation, but to the ARE of 
an idle hour, in liſtening to a foreign o 
Let us next attend to the evidence of Fiſher, 2s far as it 
relates to ſeditious publications. She ſwears, that * uſed 7 
to recommend to a great many country people who came = - 
my father's ſhop to purchaſe and to read the works. of Mr. 
Paine, as they compoſed, a very good book. How can vou . 
believe the general averment? In the number of country : 
people, ſhe can'only ſpecify one ; John Barclay, and when 
you come to his evidence you will ſee that he gives her the 
flatteſt contradiction. She depones, that ſhe has bou ght, at 
two different times, for my uncle Alexander Muir, at my 
defire, a copy of the firſt part, and a copy of the ſecond part . 
of the Rights of Man. Can you ſuppoſe, that if my in- 
tentions; had been felonious, I would have introduced ſuch 
. writings into my own family? Can yau imagine that I could 
have wiſhed to involve, in the conflagration of my country, 
0 my neareſt relations 0 whoſe property I may eventually ſue- 
oeed? Why is not lexan Muir brought forward as awit- . 5 
neſs? _ Certain? it 5, 6 Raw he 42 coſely N 8 | 
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1 2 Il bear the. evidence of Us man, immediately 3 in 5.540 


AK . 1 


Feb.. tion held 4 b Mr. Sheriff 5 But the 
qvocate ſays, that his feelings would not permit him 


doeramine the uncle againſt the nephew. Wonderful huma- 
nity ! Govdnefs ever to be remembered and extolled ! But 


Aid not vou, Sir, adviſe and direct the whole proceedings "I 
7 me; and will yon have the effrontry to maintain that 
Alexander M uir was not dragged like a felon from his own 


home, by the mermidons of power, carried before your 
friend Honeyman, and that every art was akne to wring 


from him every domeſtic ſecret? _. + 


Speak then to us of ns banane ehe to ſpeak. to | 
e ia | 
. Fiſher next depones, that 1 mpch Pede Jil . Muir to 


Porchale Paine's works, that he yas -prevailed upon, and 
that ſhe was ſent accordingly' to purchaſe them. Now you 


vil 4 angther domaſtie, Wilſon my 1855 dreſſer, to purchaf 
ane works. and keep them in his ſhop, in order to en- 


_ Jighten the people, and you. will hear Wilſon immediately : 


a himſelf far otherwiſe... dhe ſpeaks of cartying ſome 


„ — V1 


4 lating Office to be corrected, . Every thing in her evi- 


dene i is Junge to tally with the indictment; ; 1'am; accuſed 
of cir cplating.z paper, entitled a Declaration of Rights by 


. 


the K Wende of Reform in Paiſley, And this reſpectable per- 
Janage ! {6 highly, complimented by. the: Court, muſt like- 


File, ſwear ſqmething. concernipg this, Vet her tenacious 
memory ntterly, fails her. She th inks the gan only remem- 


| ber what the « was, but nothing more. She knows no- 
_ thing. .of. the ſubſtance of the Writing, but her evidence is to 
Sire a colour to the allegation of my having circulated that 
Peper from. Pailley.; and -t furniſh. A AW 
that -I myſelf Was the author of 1 it. 5 So LT 

; . the witi els next ſwears at Sh ! 
Fauſe, a8 having g 


ics yourſelves; our keeneſt indig- 


papion., - Vagilant | has this, family. ſpy; heren in the oourſe af 8 
her e She tells you "Fu 1 ſhe has ſeen To up: 


aper: awhich ſhe thinks was a Declaration of Rights, to. 3 ; 


„ „ „%% „% wr rr e co, , ct —= = wan o 


5 


— 
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06 my Able Not contented with deferibing the title of 
the books; the'muſt go more deep! y ; and the informs you 
that ſhe faw, i in my houfe, a copy of Paine's writings upon 
ue paper, and one or two copies upon coarſe! Gentlemen, 

from this moment, lock up your libraries. If they are ex- 
teuſive, at you have heard mine is, there is no 'crime in the 
whole catalogue, "of which, By the teſtimony of your own 
ſervants, you may not be found guilty. The poſſeſſion of 
Plato, of Harrington, or of Hume, will mark you down for 
republicans. The. misfortune of having the Alcoran of 

| hornet, will cauſe the ſhipwreck: of your faith, and 

tize you as the diſciples of the conqueror of Mecca. Wen 
do I congratulate” the Lord Advocate of Scotland.—He "has. 
diſcovered a new region in the ſphere of crimina lit 7. — 
will not merely confine himſelf to a voyage of Viſbovery 


But, along with his aſſociates, he will make many voyages 


to this fertile land, and return home; loaded with N vi- 
lnable cargoes.” But ſeriouſneſs becomes this pla 


it be believed, that in the cloſe of the eightheehth century, 


that this night che ſervants of à man ſhould Be exathine 
cerning what particular books he may have bad 10 R 


| and that the proof of the poſſeſſion of particular boi - + 6 $5. 


ruin his reputation ; mo . his N and 0 
him of his life! e e 1 
Let u. 9 wich this wie. It you p 


2 * #5 AS > 25 — X76 . 


which rag crime of baden 2 been ate ww) 
"The libel ere ab Wich fel 


from the ruins of Volney. This dialogue is narrated i in the 
indictment, and it is charged to be felonious and. ſeditions, 


There is not a word in this dialogue which is not true. A. 


las! in colours but too faithful, it delineats the mournful | 
1 ä ä ime es of era an 


cull wing + Dit 
 logue betwixt the Governors and the Seren, extracte 


\ 


VD 5 e 14: 


the axti nn * and to blind the pes. 
Bis. It i 1s. purely abſtracted. It ĩs entirely ſpeculative. 1 
particular nation, much leſs. to. England, does it allude; 

if to. any, it muſt be to France, under the ancient "> hai 
Let, this dialogue f is libelled as ſeditious and inflammatory. 
The truth i is, the erime of ſedition muft_ be. brought home 

4 againſt me; and the-poſſeſſion of any; book, as well as that. 
of A muſt be employed to ſubſtantiate. it. Let us 


r what the witneſs ſays concerning the felonious circula- 


She heard me read it in the preſence of my mother, 


0 ſome other people.; that I aid it was verꝝ clever, 


and done hy Helneu, one of the firſt witts in France. Who 
were thoſe other people who were in company with my 
mather and fiſter when I read it? Her accuracy, ſo much 
pe Court, totally fails hex. But the propaga- 
tion of ſedition. muſt not. be confined to a mother and a fer 
ters it muſt have a wider r ran : e ;=--0ther 2 en 2 and 


13 ; tor argue, chere e zoe en 
- erows 1 meeting nay, an N e e 85 

"Yo on have beard the teſtimony of Fiſher, and * 
dhe arts 3: 20d. of this. claſs; are dhe witneſſes by which J am 
0 Kall. By receiving ſuch teſtimony. you · forever deſtroy. 
. fociety; you blaſt the bloſſoms of Hence 

render ALL ſuſpicions of ALL; each ve Re Up 01 

beer. # deadly doe. Andi is it not ſuf ficien 


| reſent, pa af 5 over the nations; 3 re 80 

Mes, we muſt be obliged to e eatfiives. in a 1 
- Tolitude, "guarded by ſuſpicion and by danger, where no 
_ kindred/affeGions can enter, 755 An 2 Focal ce 
folation can be admitted. 1 
wn haſten over the evidence Fo the nig e 2 
8 gainlt ine. I am overcome by the . this Tt ad 
7 you mult be greatly. exhauſted. | . 
The l 4s the, evidence of - 


de 


* 


Sete 
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teſtimony. He n That A aſked him if he — 

Pans! 's Works, and that I adviſed him to get a copy f 
them, as a barber's ſhop was a good place to read in. Does 
this confirm the teſtimony of Fiſher, IO fays, I deſired 

his ſnop, in order 
to enlighten the people. Mark the art of Fiſher. Ho 
ſtrongly ſhe paints what might ſeem to ſtrike againſt me. 
Jo enlighten the people! But does Wilſon coneur in this? 
bered the perſon to whom the words were addreſſed:· 
Wilſon tells you, that he bought a copy of the Addreſs. _. 
to the Addreſſors; but that was not by my advice. He Paget; 


him to buy that Work, and to keep it 


even recollects the devity of oonyerſation An old man, fr 


the country, came in while he was dreſſing me ; he remembets 
me ſaying, that this old man was a great re further, If 

ever ſaid ſo, I wiſh it may not have been in jeſt, but in, 
_ earneſt; and that the fact, with regard to the man, Was true 
For I know of none who ſhould be greater eee 2, 
themſchyes and of others, than thoſe yrho are ſtands | 
brink of the grave, and panting upon eternity. But eee | 
— fraid that ns witneſs remembers only a piece of uameaning: 
adds, the old man {aid Las only raum ing 
| nee reef the evidence of Wilſon, affords m8 
latiom It is a proof of the innoceney of m pri- 

vate life, in moments. when I could not poſſibly thin of 


n; of integrity. He ſwears, that he has al: 


N ſayy that I would maintain the Conſtitution.; 5 boy 
that I wiſhed for peace, and good order, and govd.morals. 
among the people; and that he e ee 


5 gainſt the King. A 2 2 N 


. this reſemble the conduc 
3 theſe books td all and fundry, and ſeatterin 8 


* 


The next teſtimony 25 chat ak it He tells you! | 
that he had a converſation with me in September laſt, about 
Painels bock, in my father's: houſe;. that he aſked the. 


loan . of it from me chat IJ told him I had it not. 


* 


them oer every portion of che 1and 2 He ſays, Lmentie 


ed that 1 would ſend a ſervant who Wan wr it for him „ 


Fe ' 
ts 


of a man accuſed of 
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| and, he tells you; that he himſelf aſked the loan of it? 
14 not this a complete contradiction of her teſtimeny? 
The next witneſs is Jolin Berelay. That old and vener- 
able perſon, whom you ſaw adduced as a witheſs by the 
Proſeeutor';' and what does he ſay in his teſtimony? That 


ve were elders in the ſame pariſh ;the-pariſh of Calder, in 
which the lands of my father are ſituated. He informs you | 


| that at the laſt election of a minifter for-that parith, a dif- 
= Wy pute had ariſen,” concerning the right of election, and that 
be voted upon the ſame ſide of the queſtion with myſelf. 
| This introduced acquaintance, and acquaintance. produced: 


— SrS>-pS ERR Oy as 


f tempt, Such men as theſe are the companions, and Tuck 
| men as theſe ire the friends of Mr. Muir! Ves, I tell the 


YN man, than i in the friendſhip of the Higheſt titled peer, who 
derives che ſources of his guilty grandeut from the cala- 
mities of the people 3 WhO Wrings out a ip entlid, 

miſerable revenue from their ſotrow and diff s, from 


diffipation, to the ruin of piivate virtue, aud to Ga con- 


5 


tamination of public morals. ep Fab eee eee 


told him he might purchaſe | them if he choſe, as they were- 
1 | printed; but that I afterwards faid, it was not a book for 
WM us. es. Mr. Barclay" s evidence ſupport. the criminal 
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Does not Mr. Barclay's evidence corroborate: the. deſt mony 


; 17 explained, 1 never econ 
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rant girl according ly 1 wat 152 1 Haw not | 
7M eons dn the teſtimony of Fiſher, who af- 
| FR that I much preſſed this man to purchaſe that book? 


E 


friendſhip.” The Lord Advocate, in ſpeaking of this vir- 
tuous/and | venerable old man, exclaimed with infolent con- 


1 Advocate, I tell the ariftocracy of Scotland, I glory 
more in the friendſhip of ſuch an ald, poor, and virtuous | 
> but 2 
their t tears, and from their blood, which he ſquanders in 


Let us ſee then what Mr. Barclay ys les me. kat | 
he aſked my opinion concerning Paine's books; and that I 


=; charge in the libel, of my adviſing people to read ſeditious 25 
| books, and of my circulating them over the country ? | 


of every other witneſs : ? That for the reaſons. which I fal- . 
0 mended, N bi 1e works 5 


* 123 1 


| 1 dats even ben that work' <xcited the Seite al 3 
3 the country; when mention of it was' introduced into 
every company, and into every converſation, I uniformly 
expreſſed myſelf, that it was not a book for our purpoſe. 
| For our purpoſe, who were engaged in the cauſe of a Par- 
liamentary and conſtitutional Reform! Is there 2 fingle 
witneſs brought forward. by. the e who has, in 
the ſmalleſt degree, ſtated any converſation of mine which 
was unconſtitutional? Hear what Mr. Barclay ſays, that he 
Was frequently with Mr. Muir, and in his library, from 
-which he borrowed ſome books; that he had many conver- 
ations with him, and heard him ſay, that the conſtitution 
of this country was an excellent one ; that he praiſed the 
King; and that he always ſpoke of 88 regularity, and 
bbedienre to the ruling powers. In ſhort, Gentlemen, all 
and each of the witneſſes for the Proſecutor, ule the fame Us 
niform language, atteſt that neither in public nor in pri- 
vate, ever a ſin gle expreſſion dropped from me, which the 
moſt” violent a ſſociator could conftrue into guilt. . 
Ine laſt witneſs of whom I ſhall take notice, is William 
5 Muir; the perſon whoſe religious principles at firſt indu- 
cet him rather to ſuffer, according to the elegant expreſſion 
of the Lord Advocate, eternal impriſonment than to take the 
oath, until his ſcruples were removed by the Rev. Mr. Dunn, 
He ſwears, that in my father's houſe, at Hunterſhill, I gave 
him eleven numbers of the Patriot, and a copy of the Poli- 
tical Progreſs. From theſe numbers of the Patriot ſeveral 
paſſages are quored i in the inditment. Of the Political Pro- 
greſs there is no mention made; and, I maintain, that eve- 
ry paſſage in the Patriot, quoted in the libel, is highly con- 
| Nitutional. The ſentiments advanced in them may not 
| found muſically ſiveet to the ears of corruption. They call 
upon you to ariſe and vindicate the purity of your conſti- 
fution. To vindicate your long loft rights; and, if my feeble N 
voice: could extend to the remoteſt corners of Scotland, 1 
ſhould reſound the ſame ſentiment, in the ſame language, 8 
Theſe numbers * the Tatrlot ſpeak to you concerning "oe 2 


un A Parliame nts... . you; that the at wich 755 
con ted trienial- Parliaments into ſeptennial, violated 
deut holy conſtitution; tore the charter of our national li- 
a. 22 . for the inroads of a 98 8 5 
| r ee 
But this i concurs oath all 855 preceding ibs, 
cis regard to my conduct, and to my principles. He 
ſwears, That he does not remember to have heard me ſpeak 
-againſt, government; that I did not adviſe unconſtitutional 
meaſures; and that he heard me tell, how Old Sarum was = 
need Old Sarum repreſented ! And, do not the 1 
3 ds of the Conſtitution weep! and do not the enemies 90 
13 f the Conſtitution e 1 they hear of 1 5 * | 
| . . 
Before 1 ſpeak to he third antide of 1 the read- 
* in the Convention, the Addreſs of the Society of Unit- 
eee Iriſhmen of Dublin, permit me to make one obſervation 
don che mapner in which the Proſecutor ſpake of the papers 
found in my cuſtody. Do they correſpond with the view 
wich he preſented of them? Are they the documents of 
SF - correſpondence with. foreign ar internal foes? And, ſup- 
pong I had involved myſelf in a correſpondence of that 
nature, do you believe I could be fo infatuated as to retain, 
in my Poſſeſſion, that which muſt have been attended with, 
o me, certain deſtruction. Among my papers, | there is 
not one which can be: conſtrued into gnilt. They conſiſt 
'of pamphlets unconnected with the politics of the day 3 
4 and of the various publications of a ſaciety, pure and un- 
Tainted in its principles, of which I have the -bonour to be 
member. But every thing muſt be ranſacked to heap cri- 
= mination upon my head. One of the letters which I had 
unqdertaken to deliver in Scotland, is addreſſed to the Re- 
| verend Ejſebe Palmer. Mark! cries the Lord Advocate, he oy 
company which his man keeps. Who is Mr. Palmer? A 
4 perſon whom I have indicted for ſedition, and Who is to be Eo 
tried in a few.days;at Perth, !---Unheard- of cruatty; „ 
exampled inſolence : What! * this jury, 


n 


this audience, do you attempt to prejudicate and condemn 
Mr. Palmer, in his abſence, undefended, and without any 


f poſſibility of defending himſelf? But, exclaims the Lord 


Advocate, The ſeal upon the letter is a proof of the moſt 


atrocious guilt. What is it ?--- Horrible to tell! It is'the 


Cap of Liberty, ſupported upon a ſpear, with the words 


. Ca, ra above. All is conſiſtent. When you attempt 


to baniſh the ſubſtance of freedom---the ſhadow muſt fol- 
Jow! . When a new. coinage takes place, you have given,a 
moſt excellent hint. The officers of the mint, will profit 
by the leſſon, and they will no more ſcatter ſedition through 
© the land, by imprefling upon. our halfpennies the figure of 
Britannia with a ſpear in her hand, mounted with the 
Cab of Tiberty. But I am aſhamed to enter into ſuch trifles. 


17 that letter had contained proofs of {editions or of treaſon - == 


"againſt me,. Mr. Palmer, or the writer, of it—the ſeal and 
the ſpear and the Cap of Keie, would bars been Ks 
 Teebleſt protection. 5 
Gentlemen, I now. come Fe: 5. bY 1 That bh 1 
having read, in the Convention of Delegates, the Addreſs 5 
from, the Society of United Iriſhmen i in Dublin. Bb. 
1 admit. the fact, and 1 glory i in the admiſſion. The Pro- N 
ben has repreſented that ſociety, as a gang « of mean and 
nefarious con fpirators ; 3. and their diploma of my admiffion © 
into their number, as an aggravation of my crime. Let me 
tell the Lord Advocate of Scotland, chat ſociety: ſtands too 
high to . be affected by his inveCtive, or to require the 
aid of my defence. 1.am a member of that ſociety z and, in 
the laſt moments of my life, to have been ſo, ſhall be my 
+ honour and my pride. The Lord Advocate has repreſent- 
ed to xou, in general terms, that this addreſs amounts al- 
mot to treaſon ; but he durſt not attempt to point out, in 
his ſpeech, a ſingle paſſage which could ſupport the,aſper- 


"Lon 0 5 maintain that every line of that addreſs is ftrialy 


conſtitutional. " You muſt carry the whole of it along with * 
Jou 1 into, your chamber, and not judge of paſſages ſcandal- 2 


| aug N in | the indiftment. | on Or: 


* 
ae 
5 : of 
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addrefs, is Prost br ds Mb 


| "nels, and of the Aer of the Proſecutor- 1 beg leave 


to read bo it ftands in cke indiermtent, aud V7 read 


Pat follows in the addrefs Itfelf: 
We take tlie liberty of addreſffug you, in . pieit 6f 
. civic unſon;'in 1 the feflowſhip'sf a juſt and common cauſe. 


We glei y 'rejdice that the Tpifft of freedom moves over 
e the furfice 25 Scotland; that light feems to break from the 
e itds of her intérnal govefntmeft; ; ad tat a country fo 


ape for. Her Mtainmetits in ſcielice, in arts, and 


Ain arms; for men of Iiterary eminence; för the Intelli,, 


* petice Fr moraliky of her people, now acts from à con- 

Action of the Union Between virtue, letters; and Uberty: 
and, now rifes to diltin&ion, not by = calin, contented, 
1 feeret Will for a Reform in Parliament, but by openly, | 


"v6 udivey, ad. urzentiy willing it, with the unity aud e- 


2. nergy of an embodléd nation. We "rejoice that you do 


not conſider yourſelves as merged ant! melted down into 

another —_— bur'that 3 In this 51 hatforat Wetten, 

WF ou are ft otland. Lee 85 
This is the my paragraph Ubelled on. Pr L 


It is In the di ment. I It not perthitted to iche Dnited 
Trimen in Dublin, to "congratifice this wnfdftunate 5 
People upon acconnt of former eininenbe in It 


Arts, and virtue ; ant to expreſs” the wi 


6 that r 


| World Rill retain thar ehefable diſtisction? And, is that 


aft Atid fe lorn period no arrived, when [theſe Who ex- 


preis fuck a wiſh, mult be called +farions confpirators, and 
de tho Has been che organ of Its communicativi 


muſt be 
randet With tlie epithers df, 4 „ retch,“ 6f an as oracle 6f 


Aitor,“ öf 4 4 fleud of fedition !“ The chilren"6f" your 
"children, it after ages, wilt Tiot forget this everito:beiremem- 
bered wiaut. But here let us ſtop. I have Taft that this 
indlctment murllated this paſſage, as it "does evety other | 


paſſage in cis Rüdrefs; It breaks off the paragraph 'at'the 


| Words, Jou are e nin Scotland.“, It breaks ff in the tnid- 


$z-itp countenance 


* 


7 ͤ ͤnn ̃ͤ h ddd od 


Ot . 


* "TAE AY that the 3 Tridhmen 3 in Dublin withed. 

a diſſolution of the Union betwixt Scotland and England. 
The Proſecutor cuts off the remainder of. the ſ ſentence which 
demonſtrated the ſenſe, in which the United Triſhmen 
underſtood the words ſtill Scotland,” expreſſing. ſolely 


their idea of her ſtill being diſtinguiſhed by ber former luſ- 


tre, The words which are ſeparated from the ſentence are 
in the addreſs as follows : © That you. are ſtill Scotland-—, 
© the land where Buchannan wrote, and Fletcher. ſpoke, 
and Wallace fought.” Yes, I gi give my ſolemn. aſſent to, 


| this wiſh, and to this hope of the United Iriſhmen. My 


voice ſhall reſound, Scotland ſhall fill be the land, where 


Buchanan has written, where Fletcher (Hoke, aud where 


Wallas fought. | 2 
Let us attend to the ka BA of 33 paſſage,” in 
lite extraordinary indictment. 1 ſhall read it as it Kands 


We will lay open to you « our hearts. Our cauſe is Nur 8 


4 « cauſe If there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be 
* which Nation ſhall be foremoſt in the race of. mind; let 


40 this be the noble animoſity kindled between us, who ſhall 95 
10 Arſt attain that free conſtitution from which bath are equi- : 


6 diſtant, who ſhall firſt be the ſaviour of the empire.“ 


— The ſenſe of both countries with reſpe& ta the intole- 
6 rable abyſes of the conftitution has been clear! ly 7 manifeſt, 5 


«ed; and proves that our political ſituations are not. « difly 
% milar; that our rights and wrongs are the ſame, "ie 


| The paſſage libelled upon ſtops at the words 66 rights and 
wrong are the ſame.” But it forbears to take in the remain- 
dex, in which the ſimilarity of our ri ights and, , wrongs | is ſpe- 
| ified. The ſelf-ele&ed magiſtrates of Burghs---the 8 | 
repreſentation of the People in Parliament---and the tatal 


privation, in Scotland, of the ſhadow. of popular Election. 
Gentlemen, I will read over wany paſſages of this. Ad. 
dreſs, not merely becauſe they are the production af an im- 


mortal pen, but becauſe every word 1s ROS. by the | 


ſpirit of the conſtitution, | 


Les Mr. Muir read gk of the Aue, ber, . we. «fo 


"oF 


; Sp ones 6 nab * | ds 


1 zo inſert 1 the 2a ah ien 
Appendix. ] Vie | 
Can you call this. addreſs ſeditions or © füllt y, 
which contains the following ſentiment? SOL Government 
has a fincere regard for the ſafety of the conſtitution, let 
« them. coincide with the people in the ſpeedy reform of 
& its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate adherence to | them, 
« drive that people into Republicaniſm.” EIN 
| * . Gentlemen, the Lord Advocate has Nhe the a au- 8 
thors of this addreſs, as the meaneſt of mankind, and has 3 
preſsly called them infamous wretches, who had fled from 
. the puniſhment due to their crimes. What flander !---what 
falſe, unfounded flander Has Doctor Drennan ? Has 
| Mr. Hamilton Rowan; ; whoſe names are at the head of this 
I addreſs, fleck from Sire and from puniſhment? > % And they 
ee infazrious wretches ! If ever after ages mall hear of my 
name, 1 with it may be recorded, that to theſe men I had 
a Ex the happineſs of being known. Jo be honoured by the no- : 
= ticeof Doctor Drennan i 15 an ambition to which, in the moſt : 
== exalted ſtation of life, I would fondly aſpire. To have it 
#7 WoL. ſaid, that 1 was the friend of” Mr. Hamilton Rowan, 1 . 
= would conſider as the paſſport to the only acquaintances | 
whom 1 value; thoſe who found their claim to diſtinction 
upon the only true baſis, their own virtues, Mr. Rowan | 
Is indeed indicted to ſtand trial in Ireland, upon 2 charge 
fimilar tomy on. Mr. Rowan has not ſled. He will boldly - 0 
meet his accuſation and, let me fay, along with thofe who | 
know. him, that, although it is impoſſible to add any new 
luſtre to his character, yet, as he has often come. forward 
Ain the cauſe of individual humanity, he will diſplay him- 
ſelf upon that occaſion, the firm, the intrepid, and, 1 hope, 
5 Sia * 8 KEE of che Uberties of 1 5 native coun- 


2 paſſages as the whole * in the” | 
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| I haſten to caution. Much yer remains "to TOO But 
l after, „upon my part, the unremitted N of ſixteen 
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Ick once more, J entreat you, to the indi@tioent, ang; ; 


A. 


| compare it. with the evidence. : __ 
Taube firſt charge againſt me is, that in tale: hevttis, i 2 
_ vilified the King and Conſtitution... All the witneſſes addu- 
cCed atteſt, that, both 1 in public and in private, even in my. | 
moſt- unguarded moments, my languape was always rex | 
ſpectful to the King, and that I e recommended 5 > 
| Conſtitution. | | 
The ſecond . again me, bs, chat of. adviſng- the” 5 
people to read ſeditious books, and of diſtributing „ 
matory publications among them: And you hear it proved. 
by the unanimous: voice of all the witneſſes for the Crown, 
that T refuſed to recommend any books, and that the only 
one which I recommended, was Dr. Henry's Hiſtory 0 
England. Vou will not f get the circumſtances is which | 
„I lent Freeland a copy of Mr. Paine's Works; nor will ou 
forget the manner in which the writings of that man were 
introduced in converſation with Wilſon, Muir, and with 
Barclay. With regard to other books and 'pamphiets 
8 in the libel, there is not any proof. William 
Muir has deponed, that 1 gave him onę or two numbers of 
the Patriot, and ſome other pamphlets, whoſe titles I can. 
not remember. William Muir is but a ſingle witneſs to 
this fact; and you know that, by the laws 'of Seats. 
land, the teſtimony of a fingle \ witneſs: cannot claim 
any weight; but I frankly admit and acheter 
| that I gave him thoſe numbers of the Patriot, and, af - A 
were not now entirely overcome by fatigue, I eould des 
monſtrate to you, that, in thoſe numbers, 1 Is not a 8 
fingls ſentiment unconſtitutional or ſeditious. r 
1 am accuſed of reading the Iriſh Addreſs ks chats: : 
and of moving a ſolemn anſwer. in return "That ud. 1 
dreſs is neither ſeditious, wicked, nor inflammatory. Here 
18 not a e in oh which I —_— in defended in your 
-Proſeande. 3» e e boy r e AT Os VI, 
You neither can i abc > flies to me, nor to the ae 
1 you condemn theſe different k TO, een 
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of the ſcandslonſly mutilated extracts from them, in the 
Abel. " You muſt carry the Whole of them along with 
vou from this. place. It is not upon detached paſſages | 
Les are to Judge ; 4 but you uſt decide n the whole, 7 
| Gentlemen of the Jury, 8 0 = 
1 is now perhaps the laſt t time, 5 fall WEIS 1 
my country. I have explored the tenor of my paſt life. 
Nothing ſhall tear from me the record of my departed days. 
The enemies of Reform have. ſcrutinized, in a manner hi- 
therto unexampled in Scotland, every action I may have 
performed, every word I may have uttered,---Of crimes, 
moſt foul. ang, horrible, have I been accuſed. Of attempt- 
ing to rear the ſtandard of civil war, and to plunge. 
this land in blood, and to cover this land with deſolation. 
At every Rep, as the evidence of the Crown advanced, 
my innogency has brightened. 80 far from inflaming 
the minds of men to ſedition and to ontrage---all he 
rienefles have concurred, that my only anxiety was, to 
tapreſs upon them the neceſſity of peace, of good order, 
and of good morals. What then has been my crime? Nos. 
the lending to a relation a copy of Mr Pame's Works ; not 
the giving away to another a few numbers of an innocent 
and conſtitutional publication; but, for having dared to 
be, according to the meaſure of my feeble abilities, a ſtre- 
nuous and active advocate for an equal repreſentation of 
the People---in the Houle of the People For having da- 
red to a attempt to accompliſh. a meaſure, by legal means, 
| which Was to diminiſh the weight of their taxes, and to 
[- 2 put an end to the profuſion of their blood. From my in- 
* fancy to this moment, I have devoted myſelf. to the cauſe £7 
3 of the People, It is a good cauſe,---It ſhall ultimately, pre- 03 
— t hall ee 3 r then openly, in 
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uit 2 1 vain a and wretched protents "Dated. in be in- 
dietment, intended only. to, colour and diſguiſe, the real 
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* of 1 
en mut Das of ; fall by their lids; 0 an ü 1 
man pageantry ſhall ceaſe ; when the hearts of all ſhall be 
laid open. If you regard your moſt important intereſts, 
if you wiſh that your confcience ſhould whiſper to you | 

il © words of conſolation ; or ſpeak to you in the terrible len- 

- guage of Temorſe....Weighwell the verdict you are to pro- 
ounce! | As for me, I am--careleſs and indifferent to my 
ate, I can look danger and J can Took death in tlie face 
for 1 am ſhielded” by the conſciouſneſs: of my own reQitude. | 
I may be condemned to languiſh in, the receſſes-of a dun- 
Brent doomed to Weend the fcaffold---Nothing, 1 

can deprive me of the recollection of the paſt ing 5 
can deſtroy my inward! peace of mind, a from-the 1e. 

: e of having diſcharged my duty. + 1 85 . 

i When Mr. Muir fat down, an "unanimaNs) burſt of * ppg 

85 we was expreſſed by the audiene. 

When che acclamations hadiceaſed, meal Us © | 
I have omitted to take notice of the evidence addnced 
1 pelt my part, I am not going to detain vou 4 * moment ney 
e e e vou 1 leave the None "oF. the whole 'of wat 

„ The Tor vorne On 0 Ws v the N 

Faid,' that the indictment” was the Löngeſt he Had evet feen ; 3 

but it was not neceſſary to prove the Whole, in order to 

find the Pannel guilty, for the Jury had only to look at the ; 

concluding fentence of the indiment, from which it was, | 
plain, that if any one part of the libel \ was proven, ĩt efta-, 
bliſhed the waa of the Fangel t 3 dane; a8 i the wholes Soap, 

 Tubltantiated. ' e 15 25 EL x 

Now, this is the queſtion. for e the Pan 

nel: guilty of Sedition, or, is he not? Now, before this. . 5 

Jueſtiog can be anſwered, two > things mult be attended to. 4 

that require no proof Firft, chat the "Britiſh" "Contticution , L 

> is the ei that ever r was inve ee creation n of f the world, an, 


5 "French all bis days, But now: he hated them, . 


= weavers about their grievances, might have been attended 


„ MO: ut landed property er cannot ve weed. 
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lo | as, e ee ene. ſpirit of ante in this <ouns 

- .Atrylaff winter, which: made every. good man very uneaſy, ; 
And his Lordſhip corncided in opinion with the maſter of a 

the grammar ſchool of Glafgow, who told Mr. Muir, that t 
he thought propofing a reform was very ill timed. No 
Mr. Muir had, at that time, gone about among ignorant 
country people, making them forget their work, and told 
them that a reform Was abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving 
their liberty; which, if it had not been for him, they would | 0 
never have thought was in danger. His Lordſhip did not / 
doubt that this would A to n as it did to die ee 

| be ſedition. e 

85 The next thing to be 3 to, Was ah 8 | 
"Rain g away from juſtice, that was a mark of guilt. And 

_ © _what could he do in France at that period? 2 pretending to 

bed an ambaſſador to a foreign country without lawful au- 

| thority, that was rebellion; and he pretends to have had 
| influence with thoſe wretches, the leading men there. And 

what kind of folks were they? His Lordſhip never liked the 


The Pannel's haranguing ſuch eee of 3 | 


| with: the worſt conſequences to the peace of the . aud 
the ſufety of our glorious conſtitution. : 
| Mr. Muir might have known, that no attention DIP be 
paid to ſuch a. rabble. What right had they to repreſenta- 1 | 
tion? He could: have told them that the Parliament would | . 
never” liſten to their petition: How could they think of it? 
A government in every country ſhould be juſt like a cor- 
poration; and, in this country, it is made up of the land- 7 
| ed intereſt; which alone has a · right to be repreſented; a8 8 
: kor the rabble, who: have. nothing but perſonal Property, 1 
8 "what: hold has the nation of them? What ſecurity for the { 
payment of tbeit taxes; they may pack up all their pro- 
perty on their backs, and leave the country in the opting 
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The tendeney of the PanneP 8 onda was plaialy to pro- 
mote a ſpirit of revolt, and, if what was demanded, was 


not given, to take it by force, His Lordſhip had not the 
ſmalleſt doubt that the jury were, like himſelf, convinced 
of the Pannel's guilt, and defired thera to return den a ver- 
dict as would do them honour. 

The Court retired at two o'clock on Saturday mornin 8· 


and met again at twelve o'clock of the ſame day, when the 


Jury eee the ee 


PERDICT. 
Epixgunen, Auguſt 31. 1793. 


The above aflize having encloſed, made choice of the 45 
Gilbert Innes to be their Chancellor, and the ſaid John 


Balfour to be their Clerk; and haying conſidered the cri- 
minal libel, raiſed and purſued, at the inſtance of his Ma- 


jeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt, againſt Thomas 


Muir Pannel, the interlocutor of relevancy, pronounced. 
thereon by the Court, the evidence adduced, in proof of 
the libel, and the evidence in exculpation ; they ate all, in 


one voice, finding the Pannel Thomas Muir Guilty of. the. g 


. crimes libelled; In witneſs thereof their ſaid Chancellor 

and Clerk, have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, conſiſting of this 

and the preceding page, in their names and by their 5. 

ae, * and date foreſaid. ä 

3 e GnskRr 1s Chen. 
„ 5 Jou Barrovn, * 


"The verdiet being recorded, the Lonp Ius ier a 24. 5 | 
dreſſed the Jury, and ſaid, That this trial had been of the 


greateſt importance. He was happy that they had beſtowed. 
ſo much attention upon it, and informed them, that the 
Court. highly approved of the verdict they had given. He 
then defired their Lordſhips to give their opinion upon this 
| WR Lk what N ſhould be e TE 
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"Which they 440 to e fallowing purport : 12% 2 | . 


Lohn n Mioon: that the alarmin g fituation 
in which this country was during the courſe of laſt winter, 
gave uneaſineſs to all thinking men : His Lordſhip ſaid, that 
he now arrived at the moſt diſagrecable part of the duty 
encumbent upon him, which was to fix the puniſhment 
due to the erime, of which the Pannel was found guilty. 
The indictment contained a charge of ſedition, exciting 
a ſpirit of diſcontent among the inferior claſſes of people, 
and an attack againft the Glorious Conſtitution of this coun- 
try, the Jury, by the verdict which they had returned, and 
to. Which the Court had alone recourſe, had found the Pan- 
nel guilty; and it was their Lordſhips duty only, now to 
fix the puniſhment due to the offence, His Lordſhip ſaid, 
that he would not dwell upon the evil conſequences of the 
crimes committed by the priſoner, The melancholy exam- 
ple of a neighbouring country, which would forever ſtain 
the page of hiſtory, rendered it unneceſſary for him to re- 
| capitulate the circumſtances of the caſe. In that country, | 
the conſequences of ſuch meaſures have produced every 
kind of violence, rapine, and murder. There appeared, 
he ſaid, to have been in this country a regular plan of ſedi- 
| tious meaſures. The indecent applauſe which was given 
to Mr. Muir laſt night, at the concluſion of his defence, 
within theſe walls, unknown to that High Court, and in- 
conſiſtent with the ſolemnity which ought to pervade the 
adminiſtration of Juſtice, and which Was inſulting t to the 
laws and dignity of that Court, proved to him, that the 
ſpirit of ſedition had nat as yet ſubſided. 'He would not, 
he ſaid, ſeek to aggravate the offence committed by the 
Fäannel, by the miſconduct of others, in order to increaſe 
| the puniſhment. - The puniſhment to be inflicted i; is arbitra- i 
y. of which there i is à variet ' Baniſhment, he obſerved : 
; would be improper, as it wo Ja only be rainy: to anather | 
country,” 2 man, where he might have the opportunity ot 
| N the ſame ſpirit of diſcontent, and ſowing with a 


t n 1 


Mlentifal, k hand 88 3 whipping, was too gene FER 
diſgraceful, the more eſpecially to a man who had bore his 
character and rank 3 in life. And impriſonment, he confider- 


ed, would be but a temporary puniſhment, when the crimi- 


nal would. be again let looſe z and ſo again diſturb the happi- 
neſs of the People. There remains but one puniſhment i in 

our law, and it wrung bis very heart to mention it, viz.. 
Tranſportation. Tt was a duty he. conſidered he owed to his 
countrymen, to pronounce it, in the fituation in which he 
fat, as the puniſhment due to his orimes. His Lordſhip 
obſerved, it was extraordinary that a gentleman of his dil 
cription, of his profeſſion, and of the talents he poſſeſſed, 
ſhould be guilty of a crime deſerving ſach a puniſhment, 
but he ſaw, no alternative. For what ſecurity could we 
have againſt his fature operations, but a removal from his 
country, to a place where he could do no further harm. 
His Lordſhip was therefore of opinion, that the Pannel | 


ſhould be recommitted to priſon, there to remain, till a 
proper opportunity ſhould offer for tranſporting him, to 


ſuch place as his Majeſty, with. the advice of his, Privy 
Council, might appoint for the ſpace of Fourteen years from 
the date of the ſentence ; and that he ſhould not en 
within that period under the pain ee, 
Lonp SWINToN.---The crime with which the nd is, 
by the Jury of his country, found guilty, is edition, It 
is a generic crime, and which is defined by our lawyers, to 
be a commotion of the people without authority, and of 
exciting others to ſuch commotion. againſt the public wel- 
fare. This crime, he obſerved, conſiſted of many grade. 
tions, and might haye run from a petty mob, about wages, 
even to high treaſon. He thought the puniſhment. ſhould _ 
be adapted to the crime. The queſtion, he ſaid, was then, 
What was the. degree of the crime. the Pannel has been guil- 
ty HS: That was to be diſtovered from the libel, of which 
| he has been found guilty by the unanimous verdict of a xe- 
ſpectable Jury of bis country. It appeared to him, to be 2 
rime of the moſt heinous. Kind, and there Was ſearceh 7 
es 1 
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5 N t 6 1 
diftinfion N Aberdeen it and bigh ee 1 by t the diſſolu- 


tion of the ſocial compact it made way for, and fo it might 


be ſaid, to include every fort of crime, murder, robbery, ra- 
Hine, Are fifa, in ſhort every f pecies of wrong, public 
and private. This, he obſerved, was no theoretical rea- 
g. for we had it exem plified before our eyes, in the 
preſent ſtate of France, where, under the pretence of aſſert- 
ing liberty, the worft ſort of tyranny was eſtabliſhed, and 
al the loyal and moral ties which bind mankind were bro- 


| ken. Na ay, ſhameful t6 tell, even religion itfelf was laid 


? * 
2 


| aſe, and publicly difavowed by the National Convention. 

Certain wretched perfons, aſſumin g to themſelves, moſt 
| fully and. inhdioully, the reſpectable name of F riends of 
the People, and of Reform, although they deſerved the 
| We oppoſite denomination, by which means' they have miſ- 
led, and drawn after them, a great number 1. Faiene 


| . og, "though ſimple and unwary people. 4 op) 


If puniſhment, adequate to the crime, were" ith fought 
b there could be found no puniſhment in our law ſuffi- 
_ cient far the erime in the Preſent caſe,” How Tint: torture i is 
| Kappily aboliſhed. _ FF 

By the Roman law, ieh is held to VIP our common alen 
. where. there i is no fatute, the puniſhment” was various, and 
K ilportation was among the mildeſt mentioned. Faulus, 


| 2 38. Bi ig. de Pans, writes, Acores Joes ations et tumultus, 


1 cofiritato, pro qualitate dignitatis, aut in furcum trol. 
_ Tuatar, tart Þeftiis objiciuntir, aut in ae deportuntur. : 
"We Have chofen the mildeſt of theſe puniſhments. ,' By the 
_ "Codex, kb. 9. b. 30. de Seditiofis et bus gu plebem contra rem 
Fubu g gudent collegere, 1. 1. & 2. fach perſons are ſub- 


jecded ad mulffam gravi/iman Baldus writes, Brovocans 


"Tumultum et clamartm in Pepulo, debet mori | pena ſediteonis..—- 
And by: a conſtitution of the Emperor E Leo: Subdandos au- 
tem penis ers qulas de "v6 pomp a en e 2 | 


- fins decreta ſannerint. * Edd $4 28 1 5 N 7 


Tube ſole object of nile nent among us, 5 anly:to Set © 
2 from committing the like crimes in time 8 


4 ba 


9 


C * 1 


Fo Ehirdfibsthopaniſiment ſhould be made equal to > the eritue rin 
Alt that is neceſſary 1 is, that it ſerve as an example deere 
ror to others, in time coming, againſt a repetition of the 
| like offence.” In the preſent caſe, he thought that Tranſs' 
portation was the lighteſt puniſhment that could be aſſigned, 
and that for the ſpace of fourteen years, under the 'certifi- 
cation of deneh, in caſe bs Oy 1 27270 25 PONY 
of that term. 0 
Loxp 1 Lordſhip Cooke ih 60 100 a RY 
of voice, that we had not an opportunity of following him, 
throughout the whole of his opinion. He however agreed, 
with the reſt of their Lordſhips, in the umi nent ded 
they ſaid Mr. Muir deſerved, viz. Wed N for beur- 
teen years, with the uſual certification, e oe a 
Lox ABERCROMBY.---His Lordſhip did not Girke be ne- 
ceflary to ſay much as to the enormity of the crime, after 
what had been already ſaid. By our law, it might "Ive 2 a 
mounted to treaſon, ner as | the law now TG it 


: s 7 


| very near it. {a 5 ee 2% : Fig SR 4 77: 


He obſerved, that Mr. Moir laſt night, e 


his defence, had ſtated, and which was marked, and a 


: great weight with him, That the people ſhould De au- 
„ tious, and by all manner of means avoid tumults and 
4 diſorders, for through time the maſs of the people would 
36 Des, about a Revolution.“ (Here Mr. Muir roſe, and 

ſaid, 1 deny it, my Lord, it is totally falſe.”) - If any 
thing could add to the improper nature of the PamnePs de: 


fence, it was his pretended miſſion to France, and the hap. ; 


pineſs; he expreſſed, in the eirele of acquaintance he na 
there. It was: evident, faid his Lordſhip, that his feeli 
did too much accord. with the feelings of thoſe monſters. 
His Lordſhip coincided with the reſt of their Lordſhips, In. 
regard to the puniſhaient, 3 85 had af pats as "their 
opinion, Mr. Muir deſerved. e 
+ Lord JusricE CLERK.---His Lordbip f ſaid, e con- 
fiderably affected to ſee the pannel ſtand trial for fellition, a 


man who had got a liberal eduoation, was member of a re⸗ 
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Letable n poſſaſſad conſiderable is: and had ſuſ⸗ 
tained a reſpectable character. His Lordſhip conſidered the 
very loweſt ſpecies. of this crime: as heinous, and that it was 
aggravatęd according to the object in view. Here the . 
Jeſt was. important; for it was creating in the lower claſſes 
af people, diſloyalty, and diſatis faction to government, and 
this amounting to che higheſt ſort of ſeditipn, is bordering 
on treaſon, and a little more would have made the Anne | 
ſtand trial fox his bfe, - eee A | | 
_ His-Lordſhip reed in 3 the. propoſed p "— 
ſhrwe t. and he obſerved that the indecent applauſe | which 
was given the Pannel laſt night, convinced, him, that a ſpi- 
rit of diſcontent fill lurk ed in the minds of the people, and 
that it would be dangerous to allow him to remain in this 
cuntry. lis Lordſhip-ſaid, [this;circumſtance had no little 
weicht with him, When conſidering, of the puniſhment Mr, 
Muir deferyed-;; He never had a doubt but tranſportation 
was. the proper puniſhment for ſuck a crime, but he only 
heſitated whether it ſhould be for life, or for the term of 
| founteen, years {---The latter he preferred, and he hoped the 
| _ Pannel would reflect on, his paſt conduct, and fee. the impro- 
priety which he had commited, and. that if he. ſhould he a- 
Bain reſtored to bis country; he might fill. have an .oppor- 
tunit of ſhowing himſelf to be a good member of that eon · 
ſtitution which he ſeemed to deſpiſe ſo much. 5 
Alter bis Londſhip had delivered his opinion, lieg 
me ain ene Was 00" rding, Mr. pop 5 a 
a n | 


| ee Here d A het ek moment. om the bar .\to ih | 

| ſeaffold, I foould fael the fame calmnefs and ſerenity: « | 
zow do. My mind tells me, that I haue acted. nent | 
conſcience, and that I have engaged in @ good, a Juft, and a. 

_ glorious caufe--+-a canſe which ſooner: or later muſt, and , will, 

prevail z and, by a timley reform ſaue this country from de- 
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THE. SENTENGE, 


2 


The Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lot Cem of . 


Juſticiary, having conſidered the foregoing verdict, where- 
by the aſſize, all in one voice, Find the Pannel GUILTY 


of the crimes libelled : The ſaid Lords, in. reſpe& of the 


ſaid verdict, in terms of an act paſſed in the 25th year of 


15 preſent Majefty, entitled, © An Act for the more effec- 
4 tual tranſportation of felons and other offenders in that 
«© part of Great Britain called Scotland.” Ordain and adjudge - 
that the faid Thomas Muir be Tranſported beyond Seat, to. 
ſuch place as his Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy mY 
Council, ſhall declare and appoint, and that for the ſpace of 
Fourteen Years from this date, with certification to him, if 
after being ſo tranſported, he ſhall return to, and be found 


at large, within any part of Great Britain, during the ſaid 


Fourteen Years, without ſome lawful cauſe, and be thereby . 
lawfully convicted, he. ſhall ſuffer Death as in caſes of fe. 


lony, without Benefit of Clergy by the Law of Sm. nf 
And ordains the ſaid Thomas Muir to be carried back to 


the Tolbooth of Edinburgh; therein to be detained” till he 


is delivered over for being ſo tranſported, for which this 


! ſhall be to all concerned, a ſufficient warrant.” Fr 
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RopERT M'Query. 
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NUMBER I | 
copy szvrknes or | FUGITATION. i 
Jnib „ kd, Lt 1 4 ts | February 25. 1793. ö | 
| Ti 723 45 the diet of the e leren raiſed and car ſig 
ried on at the inſtance of Robert Dundas, Eſq of Arniſton, his jd! 
Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's. intereſt, againſt Mr. 6 
Thomas Muir, younger of Hunterſhill, Advocate, being called, 11 
and the ſaid Mr. Thomas Muir. having been oftimes called in il} 
Court, and three times at the door of the Craft he failed . 
to appear. „ 127875 il 
Whereupon his Majeſty's Ares 5 1 — Cara of ily 
outlawry and fugitation might be awarded againſt him; and as. 1 
be underſtood that bail had been given for his appearance, When Wa 
apprehended by the Sheriff of the county of Edinburgh, he cra-, Gi 
ved that the penalty in the bond might be e and reco- . 
vered. E | 
The Lord foltics Clerk. and þ Commiſſioners of Juſli- il 
| ciary decern and adjudge the ſaid Thomas Muir, to be an out- it 
law and fugitive from his Majeſty' s laws, and ordain him to be ls 
put to his Highneſs's born, and all his moveable goods and gear E lh 
to be eſcheat and inbrought to his Majeſty's uſe, for his contempt. 6 


and diſobedience i in not appearing this day and place in the hour of | 
cauſe, to bave underlyen the law for the crimes of fedition, and | 
others ſpecified in the ſaid criminal letters raiſed againſt ; him | 
| 
j 
| 
| 
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thereanent, as he who was lawfully cited to that effect, and of- 
tentimes called in court, and three times at the door of the 
8 


[ x42 J 


__ A» —— ae 


bond of caution, granted for the appearance of the ſaid Mr. 
Thomas Muir, in the Sheriff. court books of Edinburgh, to be 


forfeited, and the penulty therein contained to be reeovered by 


the Oterk of this Court, to be diſpofed of As 8 Court malr 
direct. 


(Signed) ROBERT . Op REN, E D. 
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NUMBER II. 


3 =” dudes, the 2d of January 179 3”, . 
Tur which day 5 in prelence of John Þ eks, Eſg. 


dvorite; his Majeſty's Sheriff-Depute of the ſhire of Edinburgh, 
Thomas Muir, "Eſq. advocate; Who, being examined by the 
Sheriff, and being interrogated, Whether or not the declarant, 
in the month of November laſt, was in the towns of Kirkintil. 
loch, Lennoxtown of Campſie, or Milltown of Campſie? de- 
chres, That he declines anſweritig any queſtions in this place, 
as he conſiders a declaration of this kind, obtained i in theſe cir- 


cumſtances, to be urterly indonſiſteut with the conſtitutional : 


rights of a'Britifly ſubject: That he has ſolemnly maintained this 
Principle i in pleading for others in a criminat court, and that, 


| chen it comes to be applied to His own particular . as at pre- 
ſent, he will not deviate from it: Declares, That he neither 


compoſed, publiſhed, nor circulated books or pamphlets, in- 
ſtammatory or feditious : That, in public and private, he al- 


ways adviſed, and earneſtly entreated thoſe who might be en- 


gaged in the proſecation of a conſtitutional reform, in the repre · 


ſentation of the people in the Houſe of Commons, fo adopt mea- 


ſores mild but firm, moderate but conſtitutional ; - and that he 
_ has always inculcated upon alf whoth he may have addreſſed up- 


on any occaſion, that there was no other mode of accompliſhing. 


x conſtitutional reform, in the repreſentation of the people in 


the Houſe of Commons, but by the mode of reſpectful and con- 
ſtitutional petitions to that Houſe, for that purpoſe : And that | 
he did not doubt but the wiſdom of that Houſe would liſten to 


» 


ouſe, and failing to eee 8 fat ü is. and pon ar the 


ca 
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the voice of the people, when. thus KO a hes 3 : 


And being thown three numbers of a paper, entitled, The Pa- 
triot, the firſt dated, Tueſday, April 17th 1792 ; The ſes 


cond dated, Tueſday, June 12th;” and the third, ve Tueſday, | 
July 10th,” without mention of the year; and being i interroga- 


ted, if he gave theſe pamphlets to William Muir, weaver in 
| Kirkintilloch, and eight other numbers of the ſame publication ? 
declares, That he adheres to the principles which he has men- 
_ tioned in the preceding part of this declaration, and declines 
85 anſwering the queſtion. And being ſhown a book, entitled, 
0 The Works of Thomas Paine, Eſq.” and interrogated, If be 
did not give ſaid book to Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkiotil- 


loch, and firſt Preſes of the Keform Society there ? ? declares, 


That he adheres to his principle. and geclines anſwering the 
queſtion. And being ſhown a pamphlet, entitled, 8 A Decla- 
ration of Rights, wok and an 10 Addreſs to the 8 25 and in · 
terrogateqd, Whether © or not. he gave the aforeſaid. pamphlet. to 
the ſaid Henry Freeland ? ? declares, That he declines anſwering 
upon the aforeſaid principle. And being interrogated, . 
ther or not he gave to the aforeſaid Henry. Freeland, 2 


entitled, Flower on the French Copltieation 27 declares, That ” 
he 18 anſwering the queſtion, upon th th e afpreſaid principlg.;. 


and all the before-mentioned books are marked as relative here- 


| to, of this date. And being interrogated, Whether or not the 


declarant was a member of the Convention which met in 


burgh, in the month of December lat, ſtiling themſelves: 1 | 


Convention of the Aſſociated F riends of the People, and p 6 
ced to that meeting, a paper, entitled . Addreſs from the, 


_ ciety of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to the Delegates for Rer 
form in Scotland, 23d November 1792,” and moved, that. the 
thanks of the meeting ſhould be returned to that Society, for. 

| faid Addreſs ? Declares and declines anſwering the queſtion, upr- 


on the aforeſaid 1 All this he declares to be truth. 


DO OR OI wy Tucus Mik. 
e Jo PRINGLE, 
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GEORGE WILLIAMSON 
4 Edinburgh, Avousr 10. 1793: 


va 
8 


Gren Wilke, e in Edinburgh, declares, FM 
on Friday the 2d of Auguft inſtant, he received a warrant of 
the Court of Juſticiary, for bringing the perfon of Mr, Thomas 
Muir, younger of Hunterſhill, from the priſon of Stranraer, to 
the priſon of Edinburgh, In conſequence of which, he went to 
\ Stranraer, ayd arrived there in the morning of Sunday the ath 
' Inſtant, when'he received. the perſon of the ſaid Thomas Muir ; 
and he alſo received from Mr. Kerr, one of the magiſtrates of 
Stranraer, a parcel, ſealed and intitule'd“ Papers belonging 
and found on Mr. Thomas Muir, W. R. J. P. And which 
packet was ſealed with the ſeal of the burgh of Stranraer, and 
ulſd with two ſeals, which he now hears Mr. Muir declare to 
be his, and which parcel he now exhibits, with the ſeals entire · 
And the foreſaid parcel having been opened, in preſence of 
the ſaid ſheriff. ſubſtitute, Hugh Warrender, Eſq; Mr. William 
Scott, Procurator Fiſcal of the ſhire of Edinburgh, George | 
Williamſon, meſſenger in Edinburgh, and Joſeph Mack, writer, 
| Sheriff Clerk's Office; and alſo, in preſence « of Mr. Thomas 
Muir, who admitted, that this was the parcel containing the ar- 
ticles belonging to him, which were ſealed up by the magiſtrates 
of Stranraer, and to which he then affixed his ſeals, and which 
he obſerved to be entire, previous to its being Wes in his bee. | 
wage} The fame was found t to contain: 
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*. Ten e copies 1 a 8 8 $6 Divine af "IT 
Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin. Dublin printed 
hs - by order of the Society, 1793.” 


2. A printed copy of the _ at _— of Seve * 
and Judith his wife. | 


4 


we : 
. 


Won 


®: Five copies oe ee ee printed _ Ga 66 8 


* 


1 1 


bee copies of a printed paper, entitled; Uni. 
ted Iriſhmen of Dublin, 7th June 1793, being an Ad- 
- dreſs from the Catholic -Compittes, to their: Catholic 
_ Coulitrymqen. ” 


8 


40 


of the Society of United eee, held « on the, I 15th < of 
o 1 55 


A 115 L503 g 


5. . copies of a paper, Sar to ben an ab- | 


ſtract of the trial of Francis Graham, Efq; one of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace for the county of Dublin, on 
the gth July 1793. ae the Hon. Baron Power. 


4 | 


6 A printed copy of” an act to preyent tumultuous viking | 


Oc. of the 27th C Geo. III. printed Dublin, 1787. 


7 Eighty-four copies of a Printed paper, dated, « Rath 
Coffey, 1ſt July, 17933” containing. a quotation fror 
Milton, on the liberty of unlicenſed printing. . 


"ug Letter, Ggned ]. Muir, dated Glaſgow, 21ſt July 1793, 


beginning with, Dear Sir, but having no addreſs. 


9. Letter, figned Thomas Muir, and addreſſed to Captain 55 


George Towers, of the American ſhip, the Hope, from 


Baltimore, care of Meſfrs. Cunningham, and Co. wer- 5 


"chants, Belfaſt, and dated Dublin 27th July, 1705. 


10. A Red Turkey pocketbook, containing : 5 
1. A paſſport from the Department of Paris, i in favour of 


citizen Thomas Muir, dated 23d April 1793, having 
15 50 the back an indorſement, dated 5th May 1793. 


2 Receipt by A. M*Dougal to "Mr. Muir, for 900 livres, 
for his paſſage in the cabin of the ſhip from Havre- de- 
Grace, to the Port of New York, dated a need 
16th May, 1793. 


. Certificate that Thomas Mir" bas been auly elected one 


of the members of the Soviety of United Iriſhmen of Dub- 
lin, dated 1 Ith January won, eh Archibald. earn 
ton Rowan, Secretar. 
* Sealed letter, directed, The Revs wha mat 
wer, * 97 e e 12 5 9 
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5 5 Ditto, directed 6. Norman M.Leod, Eq; M. p. 9 cotland. 1 


he Ditto, directed *'to Mrs. M.Cormick, "+ Dr. <a 
mick's, St. Andrew's, Scotland, 


i . Another paſſgort, of the 8 of Calais, i in 1 
of citizen Thomas Muir, dated 1 5th Javuary, 179 3. 


N Paſſport of the Commiſſary of the Section of the Thuille- | 
ries, in ee of citizen u Thomas Muir, dated 4th May, 


1793. | 


9. Bren of Refidence, dated 3d April 5s in favour 
FO Thomas Muir. 


| 10. Letter, ſigned D. Seen, ane Yo. 52 Frith-ftreet, 
S 5 Soho, London, February iſt. 
5ſt. (Addreſſed) John Hurford fon Eſq; or Thomas 
| Muir, Eſq; Adyocate, N 9, 99- Palais Royal, Paris. 
© JT Letter, Igned James Campbell, dated No. 10. St. An- 


drew's Square, Edinburgh, 26th January 1793: Ad- 
© Urefſed'to Thomas Muir, Eſaqʒ younger of Hunterſhill. 


1 2. Letter, figned D. Stewart, dated, 52. Frith Street, 1. 
nuary 30; Addreſſed, Thomas Muir, Eſqʒ Advocate, 
to the care of John Hurford Stone, Eſq; Paris. 


13. A Letter, ögned W. Skirving, without date, Addreſſed 
to Thomas Muir, Eſq; younger of OED, 


CY 


cory CERTIFICATE. . 


Society of Puited Irichmen of Dublin: 1 tanks certificate, : 
that Thomas Muir has been duly elected, and having taken the 
Txs7, provided in the Conſtit N has been admitted a mem- 


ber of this Society. : 
| | (Signed) | m— . 4reb. Hamilton Rowan, Sec. 


No. 205. 8 
Jan. 41. 1793. „„ - : 19 


On the margin of the Gigl, is the 3 of -& «ry, with 
| this motto, 4 new frang, and Hall be heard” 4 


Which . pieces of writings, printed papers wt letters, | 
were ſigned by the initials of the Sheriff Subſtitute, Mr. Scott, 
_ George Williamſon, and Jofeph Mack, of this date, and thoſe 
taken ouk.of the pocket-book, were again replaced in the pocket - 


b % 1 


| hack, and the whole of the ſaid writings, c. were eite Agued 


with the initials of Mr.! Muir, excepting the three ſealed letters, 
which he declined to put his initials to, in regard, he did not con- 
ſider them as his property. He further required that the Sheriff 
ſubſtitute ſhould inirtediately 1 tranſmit” theſe three letters to the 
reſpecti e perſgns t to whom they ate addreſſed, 4s any. other pro- 


ceeding would be 2 violation of the private rights and property | 


: | of the perſons to whom they belong. Scott, on the part of the 
Public Proſecutor, repreſented, that this laſt requeſt cannot. in 


other papers in che ſealed parcel, were tranſmitted to this office 


under warrant of the Court of . for elle N of hex 
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| RECEIPT OF CAPTAIN M-DOUGAL, 
For Mr. Mu's paſſage from Havre-de-Grace 10 New: Vorl. 


Recerver from Mr. Muir, the ſum of nine hundred. livres, for 


his paſſage i in the cabin of the ſhip, from re to the 


Fort of New Lerk, in N him i all Korg 11 
„ I Car db” MDOUGAL. | 
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DEPARTMENT DE, Dis. 


Ds premier de 4a Kepubligue Francaiſe . | 


2 Paris,  mynicipalits, de. Faris, ae, de Paris natif 


his opinion be complied with, ſceing theſe letters, with the 


Poſe port Ale FE execution de Ja loi du 7 Decembre 22 3 


v avis du, Conſeil general de Ia Commune de inks laifſes- | 
paſſer, le citoyen Thomas Muir, allant a Philadelphie, domicilic | 


2 
0 ——— — 


. wa : TY 


Oats 10 50 de lol, Po de vingt "ai cal Eat de 5 5 Pied 
3 pouces, cheveux et ſourcils chatain, Jeux bleux, n nez aquilin, 
bouche moyenne, menton ond, front haut, viſage Jong. et Pleing 
— pretez- lui aide Er alſiſtance, au beſoin. 1 0 wa 

; Fait en dltectoire, le 23 Avril mil ſept cent dustre vingt 
treize; 1: an deuxieme de la Republique Frangaiſe ; et a ledit 
en Muir Hgne* avec nous _adminiſtrateurs, e le Di- 
Toole, du 1 de e Approbatif 


| 10 bee: Muir, * e 1:17 ebb 77 344 ET a 

Duo, 71 215 1 bal 14 * WOT brd. (+ - , 
. J. B. Mailhrd: eri 20 2002080 e ene pee”. 1 
Vu par nous Mlisldtes des Fai! Kekse A Paris le 
» Avril P an e de la e 3 
„ A K 5 1 To 
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1 TL : 2; : | Maill, Pan, Gr. 
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8 AE PUELIduE FRANCAISE.. 
| | AU NOM DE LA LOL. „„ 


bee 15 Par de Calais, D: Arid, 3 de Cala. 


LarssEzZ paſſer le Citoyen Thomas Muir, Ecoſſaie, domicile 2 
Edinburgh, municipalite de —— diſtrict de department de 
ge de 28 ans, taille de 5 pieds 3 pouces, cheveux, ſfour- 
eils, chatain, yeux bleus, nez aquilin, bouche moyenne, menton 
rond, front rond, viſage et long et Plein; 2 of pretez-lui aide et 
aſſiſtance en cas de beſoin, allant en France, et due a Vetranger. 

Deli vr en Ia Maiſon Commune de. 5 ls I £5 Henner 1793 


Van premier de la e F wage, 55 N | 


__ a 5 5 5 r . Tom Mei- Oe 
e e, Ge, des be, 
8 e 1 „e eee, Secretaire et Ger 
W © VVV my "gu 4 * avec NOUS tle preſent. 
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FROM 15 um, TO.CAPT: GEORGE TOWERS. 
re ae, 270 July,” 1793. 
Di c 4». 6s 
I am at a very great lofs how to anſwer your letter, as it's not 


underſtood by me ; but if it's the friend that I have, if it's he, 
I would be Sen to ſee bis hand- writing, and to know what 
has become of him theſe three months. I thought be had been 


at Philadelphia ere now, where letters are forwarded for him; 


and if you are to ſtay any time at Belfaſt be ſo kind as write in a 


courſe; and I will come over and ſee you and him. Vou can 
write the time you mean to ſtay. Mr. John Richardſon, a fop 
of Deacon James Richardſon, I ſaw him this week at Greenock, 


where he is to ſail in the Almy of New-York directly, who has 
two pacquets of letters for him; and there is many letters wrote 


for him to the firſt people in America, And once he were there 
he'll get letters to General Waſhington; 3 and I hope, dear Sir, 
you'll ſhew him every civility in your power, which I hope ſome 
day gratefully to thank you for it. There is a trunk alſo in the 


Almy for him, which Mr. Richardſon will deliver into his own _ 


hand. Only I fincerely wiſh you à ſafe, pleaſant, and ſucceſsful 
voyage, and a happy Og, with You Friends. And J in, 


DAR 8 IR, 
Naur molt humble + Servant | 


3 


If 8 the 1 1 8 A BET: 2 MY Willi n Muir, 0 SH 


merly of Leith, is lying at Philadelphia. His ſhip is an A- 


merican bottom. The loſs of this young man has. dee | 


ful affliction to us. Pleaſe- give our Friend this. letter. I I hos 
noured his draft in favours of Mr., e W his ee 


the poſt· office Philadelphia. ; 3 


3 hope i in a year or two. 880 can n it be Ly nok love As 
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letter. Rc can dirett: 11 and if he doth v not en 1 fg i, you c 
can 1 to your initials. | 


> 4 
- 


"4 N 
» k 1 
* 2 — — —_— 


* = 


NUMBER vat. 


5 Ur 3 T 7 E R 

301 FROM THOMAS non, TO: CAPT. GEORGE TOWERS. 

| 651 . VV Dull, 2 g. 1793. 

75 „ile Sen, . ; 7 f 793 
"This day T {edeibed yours; and will be down upon Tueſdey 

evening. I have taken my place i in the coach for to-morrow. I 


am happy to hear my friends are well. I will write them from 
Belfaſt. | . this you can give them information. 1 am, | 


* RN 2 S0 


e ee Po FER. Duan 818, 1 i 8 7 
„%% Hae” ETON . Friend, . 
YET "3p 7k 1 A . uo MUIR. | 
pl, hor Towers, d] 
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- * 2M SLY TO Ms. CAMPBELL, WRITER TO TH SIGNET, 
EDINBURGH. 


561 THAI MiB ply. e Paris an 2 x 

"dt 1 12 Deir 81 A., ir Tale t bs Je 5: 1798: 

| K vrode-you from Calas and e Parts, nd) Aubert ex- 
pet © your anfwer/ Write" me fully about my private affairs, but 
about nothing eie. er you and my friends judge it expe- 
dient or proper, 1 will immediately return, but I cannot leave 
Paris without regret. Fam honoured by the notice and friend- 


2 ef a0 R and to a friend of hu- 


L 155 1 


8 manity it affords much conſolation, to find according 8 in a 
foreign land. Preſent my beſt wiſhes to all our friends, to Meſſrs. 
Johnſton, Skirving, Moffat, Buchanan, Or. Intreat you to find 
means to ſend over the numbers of the two Edinburgh Newſpa- 
pers. The London papers come here but irregularly. One wiſhes 
to know what is going on at home; but tell my friends, it is only 
through the channel of end J can receive that intelli- 
gence. Write me under the following cover, Au Citqyen de 
 Coudile, hotel de Toulon, No, I. rae des Fofſes du Temple, Com- 
| municate this addreſs to all my friends. Inform them letter 
| can reach me, if not part of the r 15 12 1 55 in Edinburgh, 


1 V ö 
DRA 8 1 x, 
Yours, ©'c. 
THOMAS MUIR. 


| | James CAMPBELL, Eſq; Writer to 
the Signet, . Scotland. 


P. 8. My . to M. Dick; intreat n to take | 


the 8 of my ge 


SECOND LETTER 
FROM Ms. MUIR TO Ma. CAMPBELL. 
Duan STR, 


have written you frequently, whenever you think it pres; | 


1 ſhall return. At the ſame time, honoured as I am by the ci- 
vilities and attention of many amiable charaQers, it would be 
with reluctance I could quite Paris for a month or two. About 
0 my private buſineſs write me, but not a word on any other ſub- 
N jet. Remember me to Johnſton, Skirving, Moffat, &c. Tell 

| them no diſtance of ſpace ſhall obliterate my recollection of them. 


Write me > punQually, T intreat you. Cauſe them likewiſe write 
T5 


2 * 
$ S- Dae wh - 


fs ; * a - 
” g . £ 5 * * 8 
= 9 a * * b - 
N Uf N I. . 
F % * * * * « . 
s x : 3 2 


* 5 
* £ 3 O 


i 
+ 
{| 
; 
| 
[1 
| 
f 
j 
© 
ji 


| St, Charlotte Street, Portland) 2 
Place, Fei. 7. 1793. 
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me. Ot no . My addreſs is 0 cover, th Citoyen 
. botel de Tn, No. I. rue der Pap du Temple, | 


/ 
| oF _ 
- Sour ĩ - 
. ' THOMAS MUIR, 
| Paris, 27th Jan 
2793 1 
| Jars CAMPBELI., Eſa; Writer to 
the Signet, Kadett, Scotland. 
NUMBER XL \ 
LETTER +. Yi 


AY FROM Ms. MINTOSH 70 Mu, CAMPBELL, 


815 | 
I have to 3 the ——_ of your letter 8 


the buſineſs of Mr. Muir. I did not loſe a moment in finding a 
ſafe and ſpeedy conveyance to him at Paris for your letters, and 
thoſe of his other friends in Scotland, ſent to my care. I delay- 
ed from day to day in the perpetual expectation 6f ſeeing Mr. | 
Muir here on his return. It's now, however, become neceſſary | 
for me to inform you, that he is not yet come; and conſidering 
the extreme anxiety which he muſt have felt to return as ſoon 
as poſſible, I think it very probable that this delay ought to be 
aſeribed to the embargo laid on the yeſlels in the ports of France, 
which may perhaps have rendered it impoſſible for him, though 
even at Calais, to make his paſſage to England. I think this pro- 
bability at leaſt ſufficiently great to be pleaded for a delay of his 
trial, and it is to enable you and his friends to make any uſe of 
it that you may think fit, that I have now 4 it neceflary 
to communicate this Nats of facts to you, 


„„ . b e N - 
1 5 5 
N Yours . 
JAMES M“ IN TOSH, 
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ee NUMBER XII. 
ADDRESS 
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FROM rur 5 | | 
SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN IN. 7 DUBLIN 
10 THE. . 


DELEGATES FOR PROMO TING 40 REFORM 
IN SCOTLAND. \. 


WILIA Drennan, Chairman. 
| ARCHIBALD HamtLTON Rowan, Sec. " | 


4 We 5 che ute of addreffing you, in the ſpirit. of civic 
5 union, in the fellowſhip of a juſt and a common cauſe. We 


# greatly rejoice that the ſpirit of freedom moves over the ſurface 


of Scotland; that light ſeems to break from the chaos of her 
internal government; and that a country ſo reſpectable for her 
* attainments in ſcience, in arts, and in arms; for men of literary 
* eminence ; for the intelligence and morality of her people, now 
acts from a conviction of the union between virtue, letters, and 
liberty: and, now riſes to diſtinction, not by a calm, content= 
* ed, ſecret wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, but by openly, 
* aQtively, and urgently. willing it, with the unity and energy of 
an embodjed nation. We rejoice that you do not confider your, 
+ ſelves as merged and melted down into another country, but 


that in this great national queſtion, you are ſtill Scotland, 


—the land where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher ſpoke, and 
Wallace fought. 
Away from us and from our children thoſe puerile 1 


ſo unworthy of the manhood of nations, which inſulate individu- 
als as well as countries, and drive the citizen back to the ſavage- | 


We eſteem and we reſpect you, We pay merited honour to 2 
nation in general well educated, and well informed, becauſe we 


| know that the i ignorance of the people is the cauſe and effect of 
Aa civil and religious deſpotiſm. We honour a nation regulgr 5 
in their lives, and ſtrict in their manners, becauſe We. conceive 


98 morality to be the only ſecure foundation of . . 
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We honour a nation eminent for men ol; genius, and we truft 


that they will now exert themſelves not ſo much in peruſing and 


penning the hiſtories of other countries, as in making their own 


a ſubject for the hiſtorian. May we venture to obſerve to them, 
that mankind have been too retroſpective; canonized antiquity, 


and undervalued themſelves. Man has repoſed on ruins, and 


reſted. his head on ſome fragments of the temple of liberty, or at 


oY moſt amuſed himſelf 'm paving the meaſurement of the edifice, 
and nicely limiting its proportions ; not reflecting that this tem- 
5 ple i is truly Catholic, the 2 a its wh and the arch of 


G4 


heaven its dome. 
© We will lay open to you our TOR: Our cauſe is your 1 


* —[f there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be which na- 


tion {hall be foremoſt in the race of mind; let this be the noble 
- ©animolity kindled between us, who (hall firſt attain that free 


© conftitution-from which both are . _ ſhall 82 0 
. * be the ſaviour of the empire.” ? | 
The ſenſe of both countries with reſpe& to the tere 
© abuſes of the conſtitutiqn has been clearly manifeſted, and proves 


© that our political ſituations are” not difimilar ; that our Tights 


and wrongs are the ſame.” Out of 32 counties in Ireland, 29 


1 petitioned for a Reform in Parliament: and out of 56 of the 
Royal Burghs in Scotland, 50 petitioned for a Reform in their 
internal ſtructure and Government. If we be rightly informed 


there is no ſuch thing as popular election in Scotland. The peo- 
pte who ought to poſſeſs that weight in the popular ſcale, which 
might bind them to the ſoil, and make them cling to the conſti- 


© tation, are now as duft in the balance, blown abroad by the 


= 


leaſt impulſe, and ſcattered through other countries, merely be- 
_ cauſe they hang ſo looſely to their own. They have no ſhare 


in the national Firm, and are aggrieved not only by irregular and 
illegal exaction of taxes; by miixule and miſmanagement of cor- 
porations; by nifcomtue of felf.eleQed and irreſponſible magiſ- 


trates; by waſte of public property ; and by want of competent 


judicatures; but, in our opinion, moſt of all, by an inadequate 


Parliamentary repreſentation—for, we aſſert, 'that 4 5 Common- 


ers, and 16 Peers, are a pitiful repreſentation for two millions 
and a balf of people; 3 . as Four: ee conſider 
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5 . 
: bebe 8 not as the repreſentatives. of that people, _ of the 
Councils of the Burghs by whom they are eleed. 40 | 
Excluſive charters in favour of Boroughs, nates i 14M 
neral rights of the people, and that act muſt be abſurd which 
precludes all other towns from ee of n reſtorad to 
their ancient freedom | 
We remember that heritable JuriiQionz and fond van | 
cada expreſsly reſerved by the act of union (20th art.) were 7 
ſet aſide by act of Parliament in 1746, and we think that there is 
much ſtronger ground at preſent, for refloring to the maſs of the 
people their png e _ to _— RENEE =o h 1 
its integrity. 65 h 
Look now we 4 potty you upon Weiss Lene unfor. 
tunate iſland the prey of prejudiced factions and ferocious parties; 
The rights or rather duties of conqueſt were dreadfully abuſed, | 
and the Catholic religion was made the perpetualipretext for ſubs — | 
jecting the ſtate by annihilating the citizen, and deſtroying not | 
the religious perſuaſion but the man; not popery, but the peo- 
ple. It was not till very lately, that the part of the nation which 
is truly colonial, reflected that though their anceſtors had been 
victorious, they themſelves wert now” included in the generab 
ſubjection; ſubduing only to be ſubdued, and trampled upon, 
by Britain as a ſervile dependency. When therefore the Pro- 
teſtants began to ſuffer what the Catholics had ſuffered and were 
fuffering; when from ſerving. as the inftruments they were made 
themſelves the objects of foreign domination, then they became 
conſcious they had a country; and then they felt an Ireland. — 
They reſiſted Britiſh dominion, renounced colonial ſubſervience, 
and followirg the example of a Catholie Parliament juſt a cen- 
tury before, they aſſerted the excluſive juriſdiction and legiſlative 
d eompeteney of this iſſand. A ſudden light from America ſhone 
* through our priſon. Our Volunteers aroſe. The chains fell 
don our hands. We followed Grattan, the angel of aur deli- 
| 5 verance, and in 1782 J reland ceaſed to be a province, and became 
. a nation. But, with reaſon, ſhould we deſpiſe and renounce this 
| | Revolution, as merely a tranſient burſt through a bad habit; the 
ſudden graſp of neceſſity in deſpair, from tyranny in diſtreſs did 
we not believe that the Revolution is ſtill 22 tram; that it is leſs 
the fingle and ſhining act of 82, than a ſerious of national im- 
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| provennants, which chat a@-uſhers in and —— b 
only the herald of liberty and glory, of Catholic SD 
as well as proteſtant independence 3:that, in ſhort this Revolution 
indicates new principles; foreruns new practices, and lays a foun- 
dation for advancing the whole: people higher in the ſcale of be- 
| ing, and diffuſing equal and permanent happineſs... 
Britiſh ſapremacy changed its aſpect, but its — 8 
55 1 Firſt it was force, and on the event of the late Re- 
| volution; it became influence 3 direct hoſtility ſhifted into ſy ſte. 
mati corruption, ſilently drawing off the virtue and, vigour of 
che iſland, without ſhock or exploſion. Corruption that glides 
into every place, tempts every perſon, taints every principle, in- 
_ feQs the political mind through all its relations and dependen- 
cies ; ſo regardieſs'of public character as to ſet· the higheſt honours 
_ to ſale; and to purchaſe boroughs with the price of ſuch proſtitu- 
tion ; ſo xegardleſs of public morality, as to legalize the licen- 
tiouſneſs of the loweſt and moſt pernicious gambling, and to ex- 
tract e übe ee From —_ ah and Intoxication 
of the people. 27 
The de 25 3 were now a ah dd 
could counteratt chis plan of debilitating policy, but a radical 
reform in the houſe of the people, and that without ſuch reform, 
the Revolution itſelf was nominal and deluſive.— The wheel 
merely turned round, but it did not move forward, and they were 
as diſtant as ever from the goal. They reſolved. They conven · 
8 ed.— They met with arms. They met without them. They pe- 
titioned. But all in vain for, they were but a portion of the 
people. They chen looked around and beheld their catholic ooun - 
trymen. Three million — we repeat it three million taxed with-, 
out being repreſented, bound by laws to which they had not given 
conſent, and politically dead in their native land. The apathy 
of the catholie mind changed into ſympathy, and that begot an 
energy of ſentiment and action. They had eyes, and they read. 


They had ears, and they liſtened. - They had hearts, and they ä 
felt. They ſaid “ Give us our rights as you value your own. b 
Give us a ſhare of civil and political liberty, the elective fran- a 
[/] chile, and the trial by gk „Treat us as men, and we ſhall | 

1 3 treat you. as brothers. Is taxation without repreſentation a 1 
grievanc Fa three Milben acroſs the Atlantic, and no grie - 7 8 
vance to three millions at your doors? Throw down that pale | 
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of perſecution, which fill keeps apeiel wear ba ii Shih 


us one people. We ſhall then ſtand, ſupporting and ſupported, 3 
in the afſertion of that Uborty which gb to wh and IRE all 
- ſhould unite to attain? i 


It was 30 land üheHütehy eee oy adho6ainooks or | 


for the firſt time, among the inhabitants of Ireland. All religi-' 
ous perſuaſions found in a political union their common duty and 


their common ſalvation. In this ſociety and its affiliated ſocieties,” 
the Catholic and the Preſbyterian are at this inſtant-holding our 
their hands and openidg their hearts to each other, agreeing in . 
prineiples, concurring i in practice: We unite for immediate, am. 


ple, and ſubſtantial quſtice to the Catholics, and when that ib at- 


tained; à combined exertion for a Reform in Parliament is e | 


condition of our compact, and the ſeal of our communion, + ' - - 
Britiſh ſupremacy-takes alarm. The haughty mondpoliſts as 


| national power and common riglit, ho crouch abroad to domi-+ 


neer at home, nowlbok with more ſurpriſe and leſs contempt on 


this “ beſottedꝰ peoples A new artifice is adopted, and that 


reſtleſs domination which, at firſt; ruled as open wary by the 


length of the ſword; then, as covert corruption, by the ſtrength. 


of the poiſon; now affumes the ſtile and title of Proteſtant l. 
cendancy 5 calls down the name of religion from heaven to ſoc || 


_ diſcord on earth; to rule by anarchy ," to keep up diſtruſt and 
antipathy among gente among perſuaſions, among families, nay: 


to make the paſſions of the itidi viduals ſtruggle, like Cain and 


Abel, in the very home of the heart, and to convert every little 


paltry neceſſity that accident, indolence, or exttavagatice bring 


upon a man, into a pander e the Ps * bb EY * 
the murder of his reputation - e e, 5 5 
We will not be the dupes of woch e e We Fa 
this ſcheme of ſtrengthening political perſecution and tate in- 

{ quiſition, by a freſh infuſion of religious fanaticiſm; but we 


will unite and we will be Free. _ Univerſal Emancipation wath* 
* Repreſentative. Legiſiuture is the polar! principle which guides 


our Society aud ſhall guide it through all the tumult of factions 
and fluctuations of parties. It is not upon a coalition of 'Oppo- 


« ſition with miniſtry that we depend, but upon a coalition of : 


Ws Triſhmen with Iriſhmen, and in that coalition alone we find an 
bobject worthy of reform, and at the ſame time the firength and 
: 5 ; 35 U 15 ; | 41+ 
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dne both to attain IP Senne it. It id not upon 1 TY 
* cumſtances, upon the pledge af man or miniſter, we depend, 
b but upon the internal energy of the Iriſh nation. We will not 
buy or borrow liberty from America or from France, but ma- 
© nufaQure it ourſelves, and work it up with thoſe materials 
| © that the hearts of Iriſhmen fyrniſh them, with at home. We 
do not worſhip the Britiſh, far leſs. the Iriſh Conſtitution, as 
ſent down from heaven, but we conſider it as human workman - 
hip, which man has made and man can mend. An unalterable 
Conſtitution, whatever be its nature, muſt be deſpotiſm. It is 
not the Conſtitutiog but the People which ought to be inviola- 
ble, and it is time to recognize and renovate the rights of the 
* 'Engliſh, the Scotch, and the Iriſh nations.“ Rights which 
can neither be bought nor ſold, granted by Shorter, or fore 
ſtalled by monopoly, but which nature dictates as the birthright 
of all, aad which it is the buſineſs of a conſtitution to define, to 
enforce, and to eſtabliſm. If Government has a ſincere regard 
for the ſafety of the conſtitution, let them coincide with the peo- 
ple in the ſpeedy-reform of its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate 
adherence to them, drive that people into Republicaniſm. | 
= We have told you what our fituation was, what it is, hat. it 
5 3 to be: our end, à National Legiſlature; our means, an 
union of the whole people. Let this union extend throughout 
the Empire. Let all unite for all, or each man ſuffer for all. 

In each country let the people aſſemble in peaceful and conſlitu- 
tional Convention. Let delegates from each country digeſt 2 
plan of reform, beſt adapted to the ſituation and circumſtances of 
their reſpeQive nations, and let the Legiſlatures be petitioned. at 
once by the n ad: unanimous voice * nd en 
and Ireland. 4895 K e - 

_ . 5 You have our ee {nie us, 3 ori e This 
is not a time to procraſtinate. Vour illuſtrious Fletcher has 

« aid, that the liberties. of. a people are not to he ſecured, with- 
out paſſing through great difficulties, and no toil or labour ought 
to be deelined to preſerve a nation from ſlavery. He ſpoke 

* well: and we add, that-it is incumbent on every nation who 
| adventures into a conflict for freedom, to remember it is on the 
eevent (however abſurdly) depends the eſtimation of public o- 
| ' ©® pinion; honour and immortality, if fortunate; if otherwiſe, 
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* unadviſedly into the committal of national character, or of that 
* be already made, let the ſame conſideration impel us all to ad- 


* yance with active not paſſive perſeverance, with manly confi- 
© dence-and calm determination, ſmiling with equal ſcorn at the 


bp bluſter of official arrogance, and the whiſper of private malevo- 


© lence, until we have planted the flag of Freedom on the fum- 


8 mit, and are a once en and ſecure,” 
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es he evening of FE Sch hoof this lk 1 eee 


from my father, and from my agent, Mr. Campbell, informing me 
That an indictment was preferred againſt me, that my trial was 


fixed for Monday the 11th inſtant; the diſtance, and the ſhort- 5 
neſs of the time, could not permit me to reach Edinburgh by that 


day. War is declared between England and France, and the for- 


malities requiſite to be gone through before I could procure my 85 


paffport, would at leaſt have conſumed three days. I will return 


to Scotland without delay. To ſhrink from danger would be un- 


becoming my own character, and your confidence; I dare chal - 
lenge the moſt minute inveſtigation of my public and private 


_ condut.—Armed' with innocency, I appeal to Juſtice; and I diſ- 


dain to ſapplicate- favours. I have haſtened to give you an ac- 
| count of my intention; and I am happy that a private gentle - 
man, who leaves Paris wenn, nen me an eee top: 


the neee EE, noon ads. 
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. ougbt to have wrote you Or Golan 10 che II: Sotlety 


4 the means of committing i Ho rn which you will ſee, by 
the accounts of Mi. Muir's trial, Kas béen flitdwa: upon chem: 
I have not been able to comm̃and a ſettled thought fine the -.. 
2 N og tröl. I never bad a higher ay: „ 
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